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Midwest in the hot seat
Excessive heat warning issued, people advised to be careful of heat-related illnesses

BY EVERETT LAU
Elau99@rocketmail.com

First it was excessive rain-
fall, now it’s excessive heat 
plaguing the county.

The National Weather Ser-
vice has Edgar and surround-
ing counties under an exces-
sive heat warning through 7 
p.m. Sunday, July 21.

Excessive heat warnings 
are issued when a prolonged 
period of dangerously hot 
temperatures occur. Air tem-
peratures have been in the 
lower to mid 90s, but that is 
not the whole story. Combin-
ing the temperature with the 
humidity creates a heat index 
of what the air temperature 
feels like to the body and the 
result is climbing as high as 
115 degrees.

For those who can’t re-
mains inside to stay cool, 
some tips to beat the heat 
include drinking plenty of 

water, wearing lightweight, 
loose-fitting clothing and re-
scheduling strenuous activ-
ities to the early morning or 
evening hours if possible.

It’s also important to check 
on neighbors without air 
conditioning and make sure 

outdoor pets have ample 
water and access to shade to 
cool off.

Evaporation is slowed 
during periods of extreme 
heat, and the body works ex-
tra hard to try to maintain the 
normal temperature. If a nor-

mal temperature can’t be at-
tained, heat-related illnesses, 
such as heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke, may occur.

Signs of heat exhaustion 
include heavy sweating, pale-
ness, muscle cramps, tired-
ness, weakness, dizziness, 
headaches, nausea or vomit-
ing and fainting. Anyone ex-
periencing these conditions 
needs to get into air condi-
tioning as soon as possible 
and seek medical attention if 
symptoms persist or worsen.

Heat stroke is an even more 
serious illness that requires 
immediate medical attention. 
Symptoms include an ex-
tremely high body tempera-
ture; red, hot and dry skin 
without sweat; dizziness; con-
fusion; a rapid, strong pulse; 
or unconsciousness. 

The Edgar County Emer-
gency Services and Disaster 
Agency has arranged for cool-

ing centers across the county 
that can be opened as needed. 
A list of cooling center loca-
tions and more information 
about them is located on page 
2A.  

It’s been a while since Ed-
gar County saw a stretch of 
high temperatures in the mid 
90s. One of the last heat waves 
with temperatures that high 
was back in 2012 – the year of 
the drought – where the area 
experienced several days with 
actual air temperatures in the 
triple digits.

Once the weekend heat 
passes, there are signs of relief 
on the horizon. 

Temperatures are forecast-
ed to fall back into the lower 
80s next week, and long-range 
forecasts indicate tempera-
tures may be below average 
for the end of July. The average 
high temperature for the end 
of the month is 85 degrees.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The First Farmer’s Bank and Trust time and temperature sign 
tells the story. Edgar County is under an excessive heat warn-
ing through 7 p.m. Sunday, July 21, because a combination of 
temperatures in the 90s and high humidity creates a danger-
ous heat index well into the triple digits. 

FOND FAREWELL TO MISS EDGAR COUNTY 2018

Special to The Prairie Press

Miss Edgar County Fair Kierstyn Allen’s reign as fair queen is rapidly coming to a close. She will crown her successor 
tomorrow night at the conclusion of the Edgar County Fair Queen pageant in front of the grandstands.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It ends where it began a year ago 
on the stage in front of the grand-
stands when Miss Edgar County 
Fair Kierstyn Allen crowns her re-
placement Sunday evening. The fair 
queen pageant starts at 7 p.m. to-
morrow and 11 young women are 
vying for the title. 

“It has exceeded my expectations,” 
Allen said, reflecting on her year as 
the fair queen. “It’s been an amazing 
experience.”

Allen acknowledged being the 
fair queen was a childhood dream. 
She’s not sure what fascinated her as 
a child but as she grew older the idea 
of serving as a role model through 
the queen’s position gained impor-
tance. 

“It’s not just for little girls,” she 
said. “Girls in high school also look 
up to the crown as something they 
want to experience as well.”

She encourages any young wom-
an thinking about entering a fair 
queen pageant to do so, adding valu-
able experience is gained by partic-
ipating as a contestant whether one 
wins or loses. The skills pageant con-
testants gain, she said, are ones they 
can take into the future and apply in 
situations like job interviews.

“If they get selected the queen, 
they will have a year of so many great 
memories,” said Allen. 

Some of the things Allen is taking 
away from the experience include 
enhanced public speaking skills and 
increased self-confidence. She has 

also gained a new group of friends 
she described as her fair family made 
up of fair board members and former 

Queen’s reign is ending

Prairie Press File Photo

The current Miss Edgar County Fair Kierstyn Allen is crowned by outgoing 
fair queen Meghan Ingram during the 2018 Edgar County Fair. Left is Cera 
Waltz, the second runner up for 2018 and right is Olivia Heltsley, the first 
runner up for 2018. Allen repeats the cycle tomorrow when she crowns a new 
queen selected from a field of 11 young women.

See QUEEN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

HUME – It’s time to get ready 
for small town fun at the July 26 
and July 27 F3 Festival at Hume.

For the mathematically in-
clined F3 means Fun cubed, 
but for everybody else it simply 
means the emphasis is having a 
good time with silly games and 
other activities. Food, of course, 
is an important part of every fes-
tival.

“We have some new food ven-
dors this year,” said Joni Smith, 
one of the F3 organizers.

In addition to the July 26 rib-
eye sandwich dinner followed 
by breakfast service, a pork chop 
noon meal and the evening Jo-
nah Fish Fry July 27, an ice cream 
vendor from Sidell is coming. 
The food truck from the Don Sol 
Mexican Grill at Mattoon is also 
participating.

The F3 Festival always strives 
to keep things fresh and for 2019 
at least four new things are on the 
agenda: an auction, a donut eating 
contest, squirt gun tag and what is 
billed as jumbo hokey pokey.

Paris-based auctioneer Callie 

Hume F3 
Festival

See HUME, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Finding an af-
fordable way to demolish derelict 
buildings especially when they are 
on private property is a tricky situ-
ation for every community.

Members of the Chrisman City 
Council want action to get rid of 
old buildings deemed unsafe and 
an eyesore, but they want also 
want to do it in a way that does not 
involve expenditure of local funds.

“We want these houses cleaned 
up,” said Mayor Dan Owen. 

Council members engaged 
city attorney Robert Morris in a 
lengthy conversation during the 
July 15 city meeting about the 
best way to use a city ordinance to 
compel corrective action by prop-
erty owners. The process favored 
by council members is for the city 
to issue a written order giving the 
property owner 10 days to resolve 
the complaint.

Those who fail to comply risk 
legal action with Morris bringing 
them to court seeking a judicial 
order for demolition and another 
order declaring the defendant is 
liable for Morris’ attorney fees.

“It’s important the owners have 
skin in the game,” said commis-
sioner Rodney Wolfe.

Morris acknowledged what 
the commissioners want is 

City fathers 
think about 
demolition

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A



TODAY

FREE CONCERT
Jake and Mikayla Hoult are 
performing a free concert 7 
p.m. July 20 at the Linn Park 
Amphitheater in Martinsville. 
The concert includes country, 
rock & roll, pop and Christian 
songs. Those attending should 
bring their own seating. Food 
concession in the park open at 
6 p.m. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

SENIOR CITIZENS PROM
The 16th annual Senior Citizens 
Prom is 5-8:30 p.m. July 20 at 
the East Main Multiplex, Casey. 
The West Union Café is catering 
the meal and live music is by 
Battle Creek Band. Tickets are 
$13 at the door. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human Resourc-
es Center, 118 E. Court Street, 
Paris. 

QUILTING GROUP MEETS
The next Bee Quilters Guild 
meeting is 6:30 p.m. July 22 in 
the Otterbein United Methodist 
church basement, 406 W. Wash-
ington Street. Guild membership 
is open to all skill levels of 
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COOLING CENTERS AVAILABLE DURING HEAT WAVE
The Edgar County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(ESDA) has arranged for these locations to serve as cooling 
centers for those trying to escape the heat. Cooling centers 
are available at the following locations until further notice, but 
ESDA coordinator Jill Taylor said they are not necessarily open 
all of the time because the need to open cooling centers is 
determined in part by declarations from the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency.
• Human Resource Center of Paris, 118 W. Court St., Paris, 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday; and 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Friday

• Paris Senior Center, 256 W Court, Paris, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday

• Pleasant Meadows, 400 W Washington, Chrisman, available 
24/7

• Hume Community Center, 101 Front St., Hume, available as 
needed by calling (217) 251-6453

• Kansas Christian Church, 110 N. Franklin, Kansas, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday

• Paris Fire Training Center, 11200 Cherry Point Rd., Paris 
Call the Edgar County Sheriff’s Department at 217-465-
4166

For more information, contact Edgar County ESDA at 217-466-
3180.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

95   75
Prec: 0%

90   64
Prec: 50%

80   57
Prec: 0%

81   58
Prec: 0%

83   60
Prec: 0%

84   64
Prec: 0%

86   65
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Another sunny, hot and humid 
day with highs in the mid 90s and heat 
index values near 110°

SUNDAY — Another sunny, hot and humid 
day with highs in the mid 90s and heat 
index values near 110°

MONDAY — Relief from the heat arrives 
with highs near 80 under mostly sunny 
skies.

EXCESSIVE HEAT WARNING for Edgar and 
surrounding counties until 7 p.m. Sunday

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:40 a.m. 8:14 p.m. 10:42 p.m. 9:03 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:40 a.m. 8:14 p.m. 11:09 p.m. 10:00 a.m.

SATURDAY 5:41 a.m. 8:13 p.m. 11:35 p.m. 10:57 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:42 a.m. 8:12 p.m. -- 11:55 a.m.

MONDAY 5:43 a.m. 8:11 p.m. 12:01 a.m. 12:53 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:44 a.m. 8:10 p.m. 12:28 a.m. 1:53 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:45 a.m. 8:10 p.m. 12:58 a.m. 2:55 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85°/66°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104° in 1954
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45° in 1929

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.77”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.92”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.54”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.56”

NORMAL:    High: 85   Low: 66     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
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tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 
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without written permission is 
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Paris Beacon-News

quilters. For more information, 
call 217-251-1394.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING

Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the 
Weight Watchers system is avail-
able at www.weightwatchers.
com, or by attending a meeting.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 23 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 

active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

DEMOCRAT ICE CREAM SOCIAL
The Edgar County Democrat 
Booster Club is hosting an 
ice cream social 6 p.m. July 
23 in the Democrat booth at 
the Edgar County Fair as part 
of Democrat Day. The event 
is open to the public to enjoy 
some ice cream.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 25 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Lemon Brothers Band playing 
classic rock and country 6:30 
p.m. July 25 at Spicer Pavilion in 
Twin Lakes Park.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. The cost is $5. 
Drinks are 50 cents and dessert 
is $1.

UPCOMING

CASA FUNDRAISER
First Farmers Bank and Trust is 
sponsoring a hot dog meal event 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the parking 
lot of the Paris bank, 8964 N. 
Terre Haute Road. The $3 meal 
includes a hot dog, chips, cookie 
and drink and all proceeds 
benefit CASA (Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocates), an 
organization of court appointed 
volunteer advocates for abused 
and neglected children. 

SHILOH SCHOOL SCREENING 
APPOINTMENTS
Shiloh School District is offering 
free developmental screening 
for children between birth and 
five years old. Screenings are 
mandatory for any child seeking 
to enter the pre-school program 
for 2019-2020. All screenings 
are conducted 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Aug. 7 at the school. Appoint-
ments are required and may be 
made by calling 217-887-2364 
starting July 29.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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Reserve your 
seats now!

VISIT     
WWW.PCOFA.NET

FOR SHOW & TICKET 
INFORMATION

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA 
season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

Come eat 3 Hearty Meals
at

Edgar County 4-H grounds  July 21-24

Breakfast served:
Sunday 8 am to 11 am

Monday - Wednesday 7 am to 10:00 am

Breakfast provided
by Edgar County 4-H Association

All proceeds to benefit improvement & 
up keep of 4-H grounds

Lunch/Dinner served:
Sunday 11 am to 8:00 pm

Monday- Wednesday 10:00am to 8:00 pm

Lunch/Dinner provided by
Edgar County  Home & Community Education

All proceeds to benefit educational
programs for area women

Biscuits and Gravy, Pancakes & Sausage

Pork burgers, hamburgers, cheese burgers,
hotdogs, bbq, salads, and homemade pies

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Every year, Edgar County’s 
Relay for Life board decides 
on a local cancer survivor to 
act as honorary chairman.

“There’s a committee of 

eight to 10 people. We pick 
an honorary chair at the be-
ginning of the year,” said Sue 
Bennett, a Relay for Life board 
member.  

The 2019 Relay for Life 
honorary chairman is Ellen 
Webb. Her selection follows a 

pattern of alternating between 
an adult and a young person. 

“Last year, we had a sev-
en year old, it’s kind of 
heart-wrenching to have a 
child,” said Bennett.

Webb was diagnosed with 
cancer March 6, 2018, launch-
ing her into an exhausting 
world of doctor visits, chemo-
therapy, surgery and radiation 
treatments. 

 “The main thing is keeping 
a positive attitude,” said Webb. 
“Faith, family, and friends, 
I live by that. They got me 
through this.”

Webb credits part of her re-
covery to her husband, Steve, 
as her cargiver. She said he 
claims he does not feel like he 
has done anything, but that’s 
not how she sees it.

“I felt that my treatment was 
fairly easy compared to what it 
used to be,” said Webb. “All of 
this research really has made 
treatment easier on everyone 
involved.”

Bennett agreed.
“That’s what the Relay is all 

about: research, and because 
of that research, treatment is 
so much better than it was 10 
years ago,” said Bennett.

Edgar County’s 2019 Relay 
for Life is undergoing some 
changes from previous years 
by reducing the hours to just 
2-9 p.m. 

Declining participation, 
Bennett said, is why the board 
decided to shorten the event.

“It’s getting more and more 
difficult to get participation, 
so that’s why we’re shifting the 
times,” said Bennett. “Paris is 
such a generous, giving com-
munity. There are just so many 
people who give to individual 
benefits for patients that it’s 
hard for people to come in.”

Relay for Life is 2-9 p.m. 
Aug. 3 at Twin Lakes Park. It 
starts with an opening cere-
mony at 2 p.m., and Webb will 
address the crowd at 5 p.m., 
just prior to the survivors’ din-

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Ellen Webb is the honorary 
chairman for the 2019 Edgar 
County Relay for Life. As the 
honorary chairman, Webb 
represents the importance 
of fundraising for research 
to save the lives of cancer 
patients like herself.

Braden Chittick/The Relay for Life

Sue Bennett serves on the 
local Relay for Life board and 
is a member of the committee 
that selects the annual honor-
ary chairperson who can speak 
to the importance of cancer 
research.

BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com 

Paris homeslessness non-
profit Hopes and Dreams, Inc., 
is in the process of developing 
a new piece of the ongoing ef-
fort. The group recently made 
public plans for what is being 
called the Hope House, a home 
for Paris’ homeless youth.

Hopes and Dreams mem-
ber Stacy Skelton discussed 
the ambitions the organiza-
tion has for the building. She 
said the structure on Court 
Street, donated by the Fayhee 
family, was originally a dentist 
office and has served other 
functions over the years.

“In our initial plan, we were 
going to use the building as-is 
and make it work, but one of 
our members, Beth Hansel, 
sat down with an architect 
and we have a whole new plan 
now,” Skelton said.   

The building will be divided 
into dormitories with one for 
girls and one for boys. Skelton 
added the board is also work-
ing on plans to aide any trans-
sexual student that may need 
living accomodations. 

At least one paid house 
parent will be in the building 
at all times and perhaps two 
if there are a large number of 
residents. 

“Kiddos who live here will 
have chores, we’ll encourage 
them to get jobs and work 
with budgets,” Skelton said. 
“The goal is that by 18 they 
can live on their own. There’re 
obviously going to be rules and 
regulations, but they’re kids. 
You can’t just throw them away 
if they screw up. But you also 
can’t sweep a kid off the street 
and force them to stay here, ei-
ther. It’ll be elective.”

She added only residents of 
the building will have access to 
the dorms, but there will also 
be a drop-in center available 
to youths in other situations. 
This service is for students who 
have a place to live, but it is an 
unstable home. Those youths 
may use the drop-in center 
to get a meal, do laundry or 
just seek respite by watching a 
movie.   

Skelton, a guidance counsel-
or at Paris High School, main-
tains homelessness, especially 
among youth, is a major prob-
lem in Paris. 

“It’s not just people under 
a bridge or on a bus,” she said. 
“It’s kids who are couch surf-
ing. If two sisters have five kids 
and all live together, they’re 
considered homeless. You’d 
be shocked the number of kids 
I’ve had to help find out where 
they’re going to stay.”

Even though it isn’t complet-
ed yet, the Hope House is not 
the end of the group’s ambi-
tions. A long-term goal is build-
ing duplexes so when youths 
leave Hope House there is a 
place to go that is safe, clean 
and affordable. The group is 
also looking for property to 
open a resale shop to create a 
revenue stream for operating. 

“Another member, Bren-
da Wright, has a house full of 
stuff people just drop off,” said 
Skelton. “So by opening this re-
sale/restore shop, we can make 
sure this is still here for years 
to come. Also, kids can learn 
skills, learn to strip and paint or 
learn retail skills.”

According to Skelton much 
of what Hopes and Dreams has 
accomplished has been done 

Hope House meets a hidden need

through a learn-as-they-go 
process. What has helped is the 
cause has gained support from 
other groups and businesses. A 
local church has offered to pay 
the shelter’s Internet bill for a 
year. The local Elks Club pro-
vided money for purchasing 
bunk beds in the dorm spaces 

and local businesses have of-
fered to help paint or remod-
el. The Carpenters’ Union at 
Terre Haute has offered to help 
with remodeling the building 
as a training project for new 
union members.

Help with the labor is im-
portant but there is also a need 

for financial assistance.
“There’s a grant that just 

opened up for brand-new 
homeless facilities in Illinois,” 
said Skelton, but the group 
must get its data together be-
fore going after grants or em-
barking on a local fundraising 
campaign. “We want to figure 
out our costs first, to be able to 
say how much it will be per kid 
per year. Once we have that, 
we’d love to do a partnership 
program, where people can 
pledge to pay for a kid to stay 
here for a month or a year.”

Hopes and Dreams is will-
ing to accept community help 
or questions. 

“We’re very transparent, 
we’re just trying to help these 
kids,” Skelton said. “If someone 
has questions, they should ask 
us at Hopes and Dreams Inc. 
on Facebook.”

ner.
The final event of the day is 

the luminaria lap at 8 p.m. This 
is a silent event during which 

people walk a lap around the 
site to honor the memory of 
those who died because of 
cancer.

Relay for Life board selects chairman

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press 

This building on Court Street, near Mayo School, is the future 
home of Hope House which will provide shelter to homeless 
students in the Paris school district. Information about how to 
help the cause may be found by visiting the Hope and Dreams 
Facebook page.
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Class X felony filed against Labaume
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A Paris man is facing one 
of the most serious felony 
charges in Illinois.

Chad T. Labaume, 41, Paris, 
appeared in custody of the Ed-
gar County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for the July 8 criminal 
and traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court and was charged 
with a Class X felony home 
invasion and a Class 4 felony 
criminal trespassing. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond. 
Labaume was arrested by the 
Paris Police Department in the 
early morning hours of July 
5 where he was found to be 
intruding at a home on South 
Central Avenue.

Conviction on a Class X 
felony requires a mandatory 
prison sentence. It is not a pro-
bation eligible offense.

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the July 8 
and July 11 court calls includ-
ed:

IN CUSTODY
nMichael D. Baker, 35, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. He pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge and was sentenced to 
90 days in jail with good con-
duct credit to apply and credit 
for 10 days previously served, 
two years of conditional dis-
charge, court costs and vari-
ous state fees. His jail sentence 
began immediately, and he 
was remanded to custody.
nKyle D. Blunk, 28, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct. 
The public defender was given 
the case, and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. Bond was 
set at $1,000. Blunk was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nTravis L. Carty, 39, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-

ance. His unresolved charges 
of a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, a Class 
4 felony aggravated driving 
while license is revoked, a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance, a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia were continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nHeather N. Eads, 30, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
was charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. Bond 
was set at $1,500. Eads was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJeffery A. Edwards, 19, 

Brocton, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor theft. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. Bond was set at 
$1,500 and Edwards was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nCody A. Monahan, 31, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with 
a Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery, a Class 2 
felony kidnapping and a Class 
3 felony aggravated unlawful 
restraint. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Bond was set at 
$150,000, and he was ordered 
to have no contact with the 
apparent victims. Monahan 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nKassady C. Neibarger, 

30, Paris, appeared in custody. 
Her unresolved Class 2 felony 
burglary and Class 3 felony 
theft charges were continued 
for a pretrial conference. In 
another matter, Neibarger’s 
unresolved petitions to revoke 

her probation sentences for a 
Class 2 felony burglary con-
viction and a Class 3 felony 
failure to return from a fur-
lough conviction were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nClayton S. Rhoads, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
1 felony residential burglary, 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor theft. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed. The matter was con-
tinued for the preliminary 
hearing. Rhoads was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond. 
nDanielle L. Sass, 33, Par-

is, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. She was presented 
with and denied a petition to 
revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nBlake B. Sawyer, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
aggravated battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor attempting 
to flee from a police officer. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Sawyer was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nAustin T. Scales, 19, 

Brocton, appeared in custo-
dy. Scales was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor theft. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. At the 
bond hearing, bond was set at 
$1,500. Scales was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nAllen Scott Sitkiewicz, 

42, Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
2 felony aggravated driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol, a Class 4 felony aggravat-
ed driving under the influence 
of alcohol, a Class 4 felony 
aggravated driving while li-
cense is revoked, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license and a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. Bond was set at $10,000. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing, and 
he was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBrenda M. Walker, 19, 

Brocton, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor theft. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. Bond was set at 
$1,500. Walker was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nKenneth A. Walker, 48, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol charges. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 

a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJessica L. Christopher 

York, 39, Paris, appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
a Class 1 felony residential 
burglary. The case went to 
the public defender and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. York was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nChristopher L. Asbury, 

38, Paris, was charged with 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.
nHelane P. Baker, 26, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. The public defender was 
assigned and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nJoshua M. Campbell, 20, 

Ridge Farm, was presented 
with a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction. The 
public defender was assigned 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nJamie M. Castle, 40, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nDouglas A. Cordell, 40, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with an at-
torney.
nChad E. Daily, 46, Chris-

man, was presented with a 
petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for 
a Class A misdemeanor re-
sisting a police officer convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nErvin E. Eslinger, no 

age or address provided, was 
charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
aggravated assault. The pub-
lic defender got the case, and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nZachariah E. Fitzgerald, 

31, Paris, was charged with 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol. He told 
the court he will hire an attor-
ney. The matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nBlake German, 20, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor violating an or-
der of protection. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with the at-
torney.
nRoman A. Komnev, 30, 

Chrisman, was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class A 
misdemeanor retail theft and 

a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of hypodermic syring-
es. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nTy A. Martin, 28, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The case 
went to the public defender 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nMatthew K. Savard, 35, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
2 felony delivery of meth-
amphetamine and a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.
nLeslie Taylor, 29, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor battery and a 
Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property. The 
public defender was assigned 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nDodi A. Trover, 45, Paris, 

was charged with three counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended li-
cense. The public defender 
was appointed. The matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with an attorney.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRichard E. Brady, 33, 

Kansas, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor battery. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs, various state fees 
and ordered to have no con-
tact with the apparent victim 
or the victim’s residence.
nDonald W. Cown, 46, 

Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine con-
viction. His probation was 
revoked and a presentence in-
vestigation was ordered. The 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing.
nEric L. Floyd, 40, Par-

is, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor violating an order of 
protection. He was sentenced 
to two years of conditional 
discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nLaura A. Baty, 25, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand after the prelim-
inary hearing to a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal damage to prop-
erty, a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
and three counts of a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charges. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nThomas W. Colly, 38, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a revoked license. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nSarah L. Hall, 31, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor theft and a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless con-
duct charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nKenny L. Kanash, 28, 

Chrisman, pleaded not guilty 

with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a revoked license 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nRichard A. Marietta, 27, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor theft conviction. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nHolly A. Sexton, 31, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft charge. 
She told the court she is still 
hiring an attorney. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nColly W. Thomas, 38, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony aggravated driving 
while license revoked charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nLancee M. Alexander, 46, 

Paris, was found to be in vio-
lation of her court supervision 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia conviction. Her 
current court supervision was 
terminated and a sentencing 
hearing was scheduled.
nMarilyn N. Ingram, 58, 

Chrisman, learned the state 
withdrew a petition to revoke 
her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
conviction. Her conditional 
discharge sentence was termi-
nated and the case was closed.
nKeith A. Testa, 29, Paris, 

appeared in court for a pre-
trial conference for his unre-
solved Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charge. He 
was taken into custody on a 
warrant for missing a previous 
court appearance. By agree-
ment bond was reduced to 
$1,500 from the original bond 
of $3,000. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nMichael L. Trover Jr., 51, 

Paris, failed to appear in court. 
The court imposed a 30 day-
jail sentence attached to his 
Class 3 felony failure to reg-
ister as a sex offender convic-
tion. A no-bond arrest warrant 
was issued.
nTiffany J. Wey, 41, Terre 

Haute, Ind., learned the state 
withdrew the petition to re-
voke her supervision sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol conviction. Her fail-
ure to appear warrant was also 
quashed. The matter was con-
tinued for a jail status review 
hearing.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Cody D. Craig, 34, Paris; 
Robert James Cunninham III, 
28, Danville; Tyson W. Ducha-
rme, 34, Vermilion; Blaine A. 
Grimes, 28, Paris; Blake M. 
Meehan, 18, East Peoria; Tersh 
S. Scamihorn, 25, Kansas; Le-
roy J. Schmitt, 34, Charleston; 
Patrick C. Sharp, 32, Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Charles G. Wells, 
19, Paris; and Tiffany M. Wil-
son, 29, Paris.
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WILLIAM WARNER
MARSHALL – William 

W. Warner, 89, of Marshall, 
passed away Friday, July 12, 

2019, at his 
home. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life was 3 
p.m. Wednes-
day, July 17, 
at Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 
Burial was in 
the Marshall 
C e m e t e r y. 
V i s i t a t i o n 

was from 1 p.m. Wednesday 
until the service time at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Marshall 
Cemetery Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

WARNER

JACQUELINE RINESMITH
Jacqueline O. Rinesmith, 

88, of Paris, and formerly of 
Ruston, La., passed away at 

3:25 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 
16, 2019, 
at Pleasant 
Meadows Se-
nior Living, 
C h r i s m a n . 
She was re-
tired after 

more than 30 years as an office 
manager with Unarco of Paris 
and Ruston, and had previous-
ly worked in the Elledge and 
Church insurance agencies in 
Paris.

A memorial service is 10:30 
a.m.  July 27, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Private interment 
follows in Embarrass Ceme-
tery, near Redmon. Visitation 
is from 9 a.m. until the service 
time July 27 at the funeral 
home. 

Ms. Rinesmith was born 
Jan. 16, 1931, in Edgar Coun-
ty, the daughter of the late Eli-
jah Dickson Jr. and Ruth Irene 
Deem Dickson. 

She is survived by three 
grandchildren, Michelle (Ken-
ny) Mayhew of Oblong, Chad 
(Cindy) Rinesmith of Vanda-
lia, Ohio, and Charles (Jen-
ny) Rinesmith of Robinson; 
seven great-grandchildren, 

Payge (Denzel) Mayhew, Cara 
(Ethan) Mendenhall, Jared 
Mayhew, Drake Rinesmith, 
Jacob (Savannah) Rinesmith, 
C.J. Rinesmith and Zoey Rine-
smith; six great-great-grand-
children with two more ex-
pected; a sister-in-law, Eva 
Darlene Dickson of Brocton; 
three nieces, Cindy (John) 
McGinness of Brocton, Aman-
da (Mark) Clapp of Oak-
land and Teresa (Joe) Blake 
of Brocton; a nephew, Mark 
(Pam) Dickson of Brocton; 
and a host of great-nieces and 
great-nephews, including spe-
cial great-niece and caregiver, 
Julia (Jake) North and family 
of Paris. 

She was preceded in death 
by a son, Michael Allen Rine-
smith; a brother, Leonard A. 
Dickson; and a niece, Melinda 
Armentrout. 

Ms. Rinesmith attended 
Danville Community College. 
She will be remembered as 
an avid reader and card player 
who enjoyed collecting an-
tiques, Fostoria Glass and tea 
kettles. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Edgar County Re-
lay for Life. 

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

RINESMITH

CHERYL PRUIETT
MARSHALL – Cheryl 

J. Pruiett, 71, of Marshall, 
passed away at 5:55 p.m. 
Monday, July 15, 2019, at her 
home. 

Private burial is in Marshall 
Cemetery. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com. 

DAVID LONG
David Wayne Long, 66, 

of Paris, passed away at 1:32 
p.m. Wednesday, July 3, 2019, 

at his resi-
dence. 

Cremation 
is scheduled, 
no services 
are planned. 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting 
the family 
with the ar-
rangements.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

LONG

JUANITA KASEY
STRASBURG – Juanita 

Faye “Jimmie” Kasey, 94, of 
Strasburg, and formerly of 

Char l e sto n 
and Neoga 
died at 4:54 
p.m. Wednes-
day, July 17, 
2019, at Har-
mony Center, 
Mattoon. She 
was a farm-

wife and homemaker.
A funeral service is 3 p.m. 

Sunday, July 21, at Howe and 
Yockey Funeral Home, with 
Mike Giertz officiating. Burial 
is in Cochran’s Grove Ceme-
tery, rural Windsor. Visitation 
is from 1 p.m. until the service 
time Sunday at the funeral 
home.  

Mrs. Kasey was born Aug. 
19, 1924, at Strasburg, the 
daughter of the late Joe Abe 
and Lula Maye Schoby Young. 
She married Ralph “Bus” 
Kasey Nov.18, 1945, and he 
preceded her in death Oct. 6, 
1991.   

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Lee (Sharon) Kasey of 
Charleston, Joan (Jerry) Wil-
lenborg of Greenup and Nels 
(Autumn) Kasey of Ashmore; 
10 grandchildren; and 14 
great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death by 
one sister, Wanda Maye Giertz. 

Mrs. Kasey graduated from 
Strasburg High School in the 
Class of 1942. She made infant 
shoes at Brown Shoe Factory 
in Sullivan during World War 
II. She was a member of the 
United Methodist Church in 
Charleston, Neoga and Stras-
burg. She will be remembered 
for her walking, quilting and 
making chocolate chip cookies.   

Mrs. Kasey was actively in-
volved in the activities of her 
children and grandchildren. 
She followed Christ through-
out her life and led her family 
to follow him as well.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Foun-
dation of America, 322 8th 
Ave., 16th Floor, New York, 
NY 10001. www.alzfd.org

Online condolences at www.
howeandyockey.com. 

KASEY

MARY ALICE IRWIN
MARSHALL – Mary Alice 

Irwin, 96, of Marshall, passed 
away at 8:02 a.m. Friday, July 

12, 2019, at 
B u r n s i d e s 
Community 
Health Cen-
ter.

A service 
honoring her 
life was 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 

16, at Pearce Funeral Home, 
with Bro. John Cutshall offici-
ating. Burial was in the Mar-
shall Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 10 a.m. until the service 
time Tuesday at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice or the Burnsides Guild. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

IRWIN

GARY HUDSON 
CASEY – Gary Chapman 

Hudson, 77, of Casey, passed 
away at 7:45 p.m. Friday, July 

12, 2019, at 
Casey Health 
Care Center, 
Casey.  

A funeral 
service was 
11 a.m. Tues-
day, July 16, at 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home, 
with Bro. Bil-
lie Ray Ulrey 
of f ic iat ing. 

Burial followed in the Wash-
ington Street Cemetery and 
was accompanied by grave-
side military rites by the Casey 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
Martinsville American Legion. 
Visitation was from 10 a.m. un-
til the service time Tuesday at 
the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Casey White Oak 
Church of God.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

HUDSON

HAROLD DOMINICK JR.
MARSHALL – Harold L. 

Dominick Jr., 51, of Marshall, 
passed away at 9:40 p.m. 

W e d n e s -
day, July 
17, 2019, at 
B u r n s i d e s 
Community 
Health Cen-
ter.

A service 
honoring his 

life is 2 p.m. today, July 20, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Tim Duke officiating. 
Burial is in the Livingston 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
10 a.m. until the service time 
today at the funeral home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DOMINICK

CHARLOTTE CRIPPES
Charlotte June Crippes, 87, 

of Paris, passed away at 7:49 
a.m. Tuesday, July 16, 2019, at 

her residence. 
She was a 
homemaker.  

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
a memori-
al Mass of 
C h r i s t i a n 
Burial will be 

celebrated at 11 a.m. Wednes-
day, July 24, in St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church, with the Rev. 
Valery Burusu as celebrant. In-
terment of the cremains follows 
in Roselawn Memorial Park, 

Terre Haute, Ind. A memorial 
visitation is from 9 a.m. until 
the Mass Wednesday in the 
Gathering Space of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Mrs. Crippes was born Dec. 
29, 1931, at Terre Haute, the 
daughter of the late LeRoy E. 
and Helen Mooney Aarnink. 
She married Raymond P.J. 
Crippes June 29, 1950, at Terre 
Haute, and he passed away Jan. 
31, 2008.  

Survivors include three chil-
dren, Lugene (Dennis) Joines 
of Paris, Timothy R. (Nanette) 
Crippes of Chrisman and 

Jolene (Rick D.) Crippes-Call-
away of Palestine; eight grand-
children, 16 great-grandchil-
dren; and one great-grandchild 
expected.  

She was preceded in death 
by two sisters, Mary F. Nickless 
and Alice A. Greene.

Mrs. Crippes was a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
St. Mary’s Altar Society and 
the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas.

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Mary’s Altar Soci-
ety or Faith In Action.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

CRIPPES

RANDY CABLE
ASHMORE – Randy Lee 

Cable, 53, of Ashmore, passed 
away Saturday, July 13, 2019, at 

his home. 
Following 

c r e m a t i o n , 
the family will 
hold a private 
memorial at 
a later date. 
Krabel Fu-
neral Home 

of Oakland is in charge of the 
arrangements

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com. 

CABLE

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Ev-
ery lawmaker who served 
in the General Assembly 
between 2009 and 2018 
might be entitled to back 
pay, a Cook County judge 
decided. Former governors 
and other state office hold-
ers might also qualify for 
lost wages.

Circuit Court Judge 
Franklin Valderrama ruled 
legislators violated the 
state’s governing document 
by approving laws that 
froze cost-of-living increas-
es and implemented fur-
lough days for themselves 
and state office holders for 
nearly a decade. 

It was unconstitutional, 
he decided, because the 
laws altered wages during 
terms for which the law-
makers were elected.

The ruling, which could 
be an unexpected drag on 
the state’s finances, is a vic-
tory for two former sena-
tors — Democrats Michael 
Noland, from Elgin, and 
James Clayborne, Jr., from 
Belleville — who sued the 
state seeking lost wages.

Their case could be con-
sequential. While Valder-
rama did not order Comp-
troller Susana Mendoza to 
issue back pay to the for-
mer senators, he did leave 
the option for Noland and 
Clayborne to take further 
action to seek state funds. 

While the lawsuit is ap-
plicable only to Noland and 
Clayborne, its outcome 
could create an avenue for 
other lawmakers to seek 
the same financial relief.

Potentially, those lost 
wages could be sought by 
and paid out to all mem-
bers of the General As-
sembly who were affected 
by the statutes the judge 
deemed unconstitutional 
— the cost-of-living freeze, 
effective from July 2009 
through June 2018, and 
the furlough days, effective 
from 2009 through 2013, 
according to the ruling is-
sued July 2.

And because lawmakers’ 

State lawmakers who voted to reject 
pay raises violated the law, judge rules
Two former 
lawmakers seek 
back pay, likely 
opening legal door

pensions are calculated based 
on salary, any distribution of 
back pay would impact pen-
sion benefits as well, said Kent 
Redfield, emeritus professor 
of political science at the Uni-
versity of Illinois Springfield.

Valderrama based his ruling 
on a section of the state’s gov-
erning document that man-
dates “a member shall receive 
a salary and allowances as 
provided by law, but changes 
in the salary of a member shall 
not take effect during the term 
for which he has been elect-
ed.” Similar language exists for 
those in the executive branch.

When members of the 
General Assembly voted over 
the past decade to prevent 
cost-of-living increases from 
taking effect, it also affected 
the wages of the governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, secretary of state, 
comptroller and treasurer. 

Ann Lousin, a constitu-
tional law professor at the 
John Marshall Law School in 
Chicago who helped write Il-
linois’ Constitution, said a le-
gal door could be left open for 
former constitutional officers 
to seek back pay as well.

Cost of living adjustments 
were the genesis of an impar-
tial panel of 12 volunteers, 
called the Compensation Re-
view Board, created in 1984 to 
advise on salary increases.

Legislators abolished it in 
2009, but preserved one of its 
recommendations — an an-
nual, automatic cost-of-living 
wage increase at the rate of 
inflation.

Noland and Clayborne 
voted to freeze the cost-of-
living bump in 2012. At the 
time, Noland said in a caucus 
statement that because “most 

working families in Illinois are 
not seeing raises this year ... we 
shouldn’t either.” Clayborne 
called “rejecting this pay raise 
... the right thing to do.”

But Valderrama ruled that 
preventing those wage adjust-
ments from taking effect was 
unconstitutional.

“It is undisputed that the 
effect of the statutes was to 
alter or change the salaries of 
the members of the General 
Assembly during their term in 
office,” he wrote in the opin-
ion.

That same rationale applies 
to the mandatory furlough 
days legislators instituted for 
four years. 

Lousin said it is possible 
for members of the General 
Assembly to forgo their cost-
of-living adjustments while 
adhering to the confines of 
Illinois’ Constitution.

“They could pass a resolu-
tion asking each member of 
their caucuses to voluntarily 
give up the COLAs by re-
turning the money back to the 
state,” she said. “It would be 
constitutional because it’s not 
a statute compelling them, but 
instead the heads of the cau-
cuses asking their members 
to return what would be the 
COLAs as a donation back to 
the state.”

Officials at Attorney Gen-
eral Kwame Raoul’s office 
have until Aug. 2 to decide 
how they want to respond to 
Valderrama’s ruling. A spokes-
person said, “We are review-
ing the decision.” 

“I strongly oppose Noland's 
shameless money-grab and 
will fight it, either through an 
appeal, or in this court as the 
remaining counts proceed,” 
Mendoza said in a statement. 



For the second time this year, 
House Republican Leader Jim 
Durkin has stripped one of 

his member’s 
access to a House 
communications 
staffer.

Rep. Chris 
Miller (R-Oak-
land) is the most 
recent to lose 
his state-funded 
communications 
staff member.

Earlier this 
year, Rep. Dave 

McSweeney (R-Barrington Hills) 
lost his comms staffer for criticiz-
ing fellow Republican Rep. Steve 
Reick for allegedly making racist 
comments and calling on House 
GOP Leader Jim Durkin to resign 
for being a fake Republican and 
corrupt insider.

McSweeney, who wants to run 
statewide in 2022, said he paid for 
his own communications staffer, so 
he wasn’t concerned. 

The problems with Miller (no 
relation) started coming to a head 
last month when his Facebook 
page displayed an Americans for 
Prosperity Illinois post calling 
on readers to keep Rep. Brady 
accountable for raising the gas 
tax. The post featured a photo of 
Rep. Dan Brady, a deputy House 
Republican leader. 

Miller claimed later his Facebook 
account had been hacked. 

“Thanks for the heads up,” he 
told me after denying he’d made the 
post. 

I was dubious of the explanation, 
to say the least. And the attacks on 
his fellow Republicans continued. 

Earlier this month, he wrote on 
Facebook, “Republicans don’t vote 
for tax hikes,” and called the GOP 
members who voted to raise the 
Motor Fuel Tax Republicans in 
name only. 

Miller claimed in another post 
(which, like pretty much every-
thing else quoted here, has also 

disappeared from his Facebook 
page, but was saved by the House 
Republicans) that gasoline was 30 
cents a gallon cheaper across the 
Indiana border and wrote, “Thank 
Dems and Rinos.” 

And he talked some smack 
about Rep. Terri Bryant (R-Mur-
physboro), who voted for the gas 
tax hike. “She done the same crap 
last time on the budget.” 

“The House Republican caucus 
does not tolerate attacks on fellow 
members,” said Durkin’s spokesper-
son, Eleni Demertzis, when asked 
about the staff move. 

Miller said he was very emotion-
al after losing his comms staffer say-
ing, “It’s going to be tough without 
him.” But he posted a photo on his 
Facebook page, also since deleted, 
of his wheat combine with the text 
“Mission accomplished! Wheat 
cut. [Staffer’s name] gone. Prayers 
have been answered.”

Miller issued a formal statement 
the following day quoting the 
Illinois Republican Party platform’s 
plank about opposing tax hikes. 

“It apparently is completely 
acceptable to violate a clear tenant of 
the Republican Party platform as no 
one who voted for the tax increases 
is being penalized in any way,” Miller 
said in the release. “I make some 
comments about my disappoint-
ment in Republican support for 
tax hikes and that is what gets our 
Republican leadership angry.”

“I will continue to speak my 
mind and will continue to oppose 

tax increases,” Miller continued. 
“The vast majority of my constit-
uents are furious about the tax 
increases approved this spring. I 
hear from them every day and the 
message I give to them is that I will 
stand with them by opposing tax 
hikers regardless of their political 
party affiliation.”

Miller is a member of what’s 
known in Springfield as the Eastern 
Bloc, a handful of anti-tax, pro-life, 
ultra-conservative House members 
from eastern and southeastern 
Illinois. They haven’t had an impact 
on the Statehouse outside of occa-
sionally getting a little publicity by 
using over-heated rhetoric. 

And now at least one of them 
has decided to go after fellow 
Republicans.

It’s difficult not to wonder where 
all of this goes for Durkin, who 
heads up a super-minority caucus 
that is fractured into at least two 
even smaller camps. 

The Eastern Bloc members are 
apparently trying to reignite the 
party’s old circular firing squad 
habits of attacking fellow Republi-
cans and they and other members, 
including Durkin’s own House 
Republican Organization chairper-
son, are calling on Chicago to be 
kicked out of Illinois while a fight 
continues festering in southern 
Illinois over the Confederate flag. 

I wouldn’t want to be that guy. 
(Rich Miller is the editor of the 

Capitol Fax blog and newsletter. His 
email is capitolfax@gmail.com.)
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Demos 
playing 
games 

Let us never forget the great achievements of our country’s space program 
“Let me say, as I sit here before you 

today having walked on the Moon, that 
I am myself still awed by that miracle. 
That awe, in me and in each of us… 
must be the engine of future achieve-
ment, not a slow dimming light from a 
time once bright.” 

– Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin
Apollo 11 Astronaut

Today marks the 50th anniver-
sary of one of the greatest scientif-
ic achievements in the history of 
mankind — the first time a human 
stepped on a heavenly body.

Against tremendous odds, at spec-
tacular cost and through three differ-
ent presidential administrations, the 
goal was met and Apollo 11 astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin Jr. 
walked on the moon on July 20, 1969.

The success of the mission to the 

moon was seen at the time as a victory 
in the space race for the United States 
over the Soviet Union as well as a 
spectacular global attainment. Today, 
though, it is looked at with nostalgia 
and wistfulness. 

The price of another trip to a heav-
enly body may be just too great.

A recent New York Times story 
reminds us that scientists opposed a 
manned mission, arguing that money 
should go to robotic exploration. And 
48 percent of Americans polled in 1966, 
when asked which government programs 
could be cut, cited the space program.

Today, Americans have overwhelm-
ing positive feelings about the space 
exploration — about three of four 

citizens believe NASA funds should 
be maintained or increased.

President Trump once supported 
returning to the moon but last month 
said NASA should be focused on 
Mars.

 Just returning to the moon would 
cost $20 billion to $30 billion, NASA 
estimates. A NASA-commissioned 
report said that exploring Mars by 
2033 is not feasible. Travel to Mars is 
not possible by 2033, scientists say. 
The earliest possible date is 2037, they 
say with a pricetag of $120 billion.

With Americans demanding their gov-
ernment  pay for everything from college 
to healthcare, is there money to once 
again explore and reach for the stars?

We agree with Buzz Aldrin. 
Let us not forget the great achieve-

ment of Apollo 11 — and what we 
all reaped from the great accomplish-
ment.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Americans still awed

Shimkus 
hears from
farmers

What happens when you cross your party?
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Trump is 
not a divine 
president
Editor, The Prairie Press

The idea of Trump as God’s chosen leader 
and the concept of being divinely ordained 
verges on sacrilege.

After all, if Trump is God’s vessel, how dare 
we mortals criticize him, his policies or his 
actions? Now new rules from the adminis-
tration allow health care workers to actually 
deny care to any patient if it offends the 
worker’s religious beliefs. Which beliefs? If 
I’ve had an abortion, or if I’m gay or support 
gay rights? How far does this go?

This is not protection of religious freedom. 
This gives zealots the power through law to 
interfere in the personal medical decisions of 
all Americans. Religious freedom was never 
intended to be a device that allows one per-
son to take away the rights of or discriminate 
against another.

Why anyone would deny anyone else a dif-
ferent choice from their own is an anathema 
to the democratic spirit, which is supposed to 
be equal and tolerant toward all. 

So it appears in this administration that 
dignity is measured by your net worth or 
your crowd size; certainly not by the gender 
of your spouse, the color of your skin or the 
God of your prayers.

Anita Griffith
Vermilion

Thank God for the British Open.
For four days I can watch the best profes-

sional golfers in the world playing on TV 
instead of watching the Dem-
ocrats playing their political 
games in Washington.

It was a crazy week of con-
troversial presidential tweets, 
rabid accusations of racism 
by the liberal media and 
parliamentary turmoil in the 
House of Representatives, 
but Democrats worked extra 
hard each day to prove they 
are still deranged.

For instance, a hundred 
House Democrats defied the wishes of House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and made fools of 
themselves by trying — and failing — to pass 
a resolution to impeach President Trump 
over allegedly racist comments he made 
about Democratic congresswomen Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, Rashida Tlaib, Ayanna 
Pressley and Ilhan Omar.

Meanwhile, liberal, moderate and socialist 
Democrats in Washington were shooting at 
each other in a circular firing squad that made 
their party look even more inept, confused 
and lost.

Pelosi, a lifelong lefty, continued to be 
upstaged, disrespected and made to seem 
like a moderate Democrat by AOC and her 
wrecking crew.

The four rookie representatives — who 
in six months have made it clear they prefer 
socialism over capitalism, Palestine over Israel 
and open borders over immigration reform 
— like to call themselves progressive women 
of color.

But Pelosi has a less exalted opinion of 
them, especially after their leader, AOC, 
appeared to play the race card when she 
hinted the speaker was singling them out for 
criticism because they were women of color.

Nancy Pelosi a racist too? Who’s next? Oh, 
I forgot. Everyone’s a racist now.

House Mother Pelosi retaliated for the so-
cialist foursome’s trouble-making by dubbing 
them The Squad and reminding them that 
despite the six months of slobbering attention 
they’ve gotten from the liberal media, they 
were only four people.

President Trump, who has cleverly made 
AOC and her gang into the politically unat-
tractive face of the Democrat Party for 2020, 
stirred the pot by calling them out as, “hate-
filled extremists who are constantly trying to 
tear our country down.”

He was right.
Of course, everyone on CNN and MSN-

BC was certain Trump picked on the Squad 
because of their color, or because they were 
women, but as usual they were totally wrong.

Trump doesn’t care what color or sex the 
Squad members are.

He picked on them because they keep 
saying the same stupid socialist stuff, keep 
stirring up trouble in the media by misrep-
resenting conditions at the southern border 
and keep charging anyone who disagrees with 
them as being a racist or a bigot.

The president made a rare political mistake 
earlier this week by uniting the bickering 

MICHAEL
REAGAN
MAKING  
SENSE

Last Monday, July 8, 
I visited with farmers 
in Edwards, Clark and 

Christian 
counties. I 
wanted to 
hear from 
them 
directly 
about the 
challenges 
they’re 
facing 
with the 
histori-
cally wet 

spring planting season 
and the ongoing trade 
uncertainty.

Driving from farm to 
farm, the effects of heavy 
downpours and wet 
conditions these past few 
months were obvious. 
Corn that should have 
been above the knee by 
now was barely emerged, 
and some lower lying 
fields were still unwork-
able. This was not the case 
at every farm and in every 
field, but the differences 
from previous years were 
noticeable to anyone who 
travels through those areas 
as often as I do.   

In West Salem, one 
farmer described the 
uneasy spring while 
others in West Union and 
Moweaqua hoped 2019 
would not be a repeat of 
the extraordinarily wet 
spring and early frosts of 
1974. They explained to 
me they had planted some 
of the same fields twice or 
even three times because 
of the rain. Others still 
wrestled with whether or 
not to plant some fields at 
all this year.   

Federal programs 
authorized by the Farm 
Bill exist to help mitigate 
weather-related losses, 
and we talked about ways 
those programs could 
possibly be improved. 
But if a wet spring was 
the only issue affecting 
agricultural communities, 
morale among the farmers 
and families I heard from 
might not be as low. The 
other, long-term prob-
lem they see is access to 
markets to sell their corn, 
beans, pork and beef.

In all three toolshed 
talks on Monday, farmers I 
met with told me Con-
gress must approve a new 
trade agreement between 
the U.S., Mexico and Can-
ada. The reason is simple 

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

I MAKE SOME COMMENTS ABOUT 
MY DISAPPOINTMENT IN                   

REPUBLICAN SUPPORT FOR TAX 
HIKES AND THAT IS WHAT GETS 

REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP ANGRY.”
REP. CHRIS MILLER

R-OAKLAND

JOHN
SHIMKUS
GUEST  
COLUMN

See REAGAN, Page 7A

See SHIMKUS, Page 7A
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SHIMKUS
FROM PAGE 6A

as two out of every 10 acres 
on Illinois farms are planted 
to feed Mexico and Canada, 
which together purchase 
nearly a third of all our state’s 
agricultural exports. In fact, 
Illinois farmers export 40 
percent of their corn just to 
Canada alone.   

The importance of North 
American trade isn’t limited 
to agricultural commodities, 
either. Mexico and Canada 
are Illinois’ biggest export 
destinations across all sectors 
of the economy, together 
purchasing nearly $30 billion 
worth of goods from our state 
in 2017.

 The $3.4 billion in goods 
purchased by Illinois’ third 
largest trading partner, Chi-
na, isn’t even close.   

Since NAFTA, the original 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement that took effect in 
1994, Illinois agricultural ex-
ports to Mexico and Canada 
have more than quadrupled. 
Free trade has been good for 
our state, but after 25 years of 
technological advancements 
and economic changes, it 
makes sense to renegotiate 
the terms of our most im-
portant trade agreement.   

The new agreement, the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment or USMCA, will better 
protect American farmers 
and manufacturers from 

unfair labor and environmen-
tal practices by our trading 
partners. 

And most importantly, 
the agreement will preserve 
essential North American 
markets for U.S. grown com-
modities and manufactured 
goods.   

Congress can’t control 
the weather, but we can give 
farmers the confidence that 
they’ll have fair trade with 
their biggest customers by 
passing the USMCA.

(Rep. John Shimkus (R-15th 
District) represents Edgar 
County in Congress. He is a 
West Point graduate and a 
retired Army lieutenant colonel. 
Contact him at shimkus.house.
gov)

REAGAN
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Democrats with a tweet 
storm that implied that 
House members leveling 
nonstop criticism at America 
should first go back to, “help 
fix the totally broken and 
crime infested places from 
which they came.”

Trump didn’t name the 
Squad members, but every-
one knew whom he was re-
ferring to. He was predictably 
called a racist by Democrats 
and just about everyone with 
a laptop in the liberal media.

But he was right to bash 
the Squad for their radical 
views. They are not just 
dumb, they’re dangerous.

Their presence in Congress 
reminds me of that famous 
but unverified quote that 
Nikita Khrushchev report-
edly said in 1956 about how 
the USSR would eventually 
defeat America: “We do not 
have to invade the United 
States, we will destroy you 
from within.”

So let me get this straight.
While I have to watch 

Democrats in Congress waste 
time hating and sanctioning 
the president and trashing 
America as a racist country 
after it twice elected a black 
president, I still have an inva-
sion of illegal immigrants on 
my southern border.

And while I watch Dem-
ocrats — and Republicans 
— in Washington spend 
another year kicking the 
healthcare-reform can down 
the road, I have a daugh-
ter-in-law and son in Los 
Angeles who suddenly had 
their private health insurance 
canceled and must now sign 

up with the state’s system be-
cause there’s no competition 
in California.

Both Republican and 
Democrats are at fault for our 
healthcare and immigration 
messes.

Both parties have recently 
held total control of Con-
gress and the White House 
at the same time, yet neither 
one honestly tried solve the 
country’s two most import-
ant problems.

If they can’t get find the 
political courage to fix health-
care or immigration by next 
fall, we shouldn’t give one 
member of Congress from 

either party a single vote.
At this point, the only 

person I think who deserves 
to be re-elected in 2020 is the 
Republican who’s repeatedly 
proved he has the will and 
the cajones to stand up to the 
Democrats and the liberal 
media — Donald Trump.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email 
him at reagan@caglecartoons.
com.)

I recently had the opportunity to perform 
on stage once again in Mamma Mia!  What 
a ride.  I’d like to use this opportunity to 

thank the Paris Community for coming out big time to 
support our show and I’m humbled by the response.  
I’d also like to thank the entire directorial crew, stage 
crew, pit orchestra and all of my fellow actors for their 
support throughout the experience.  I’m also happy that 
Chittick Family Vision Center was again able to directly 
support the Paris Community Theater and am looking 
forward to what happens next.  I’ve always felt it was 
important as a local business owner and now 15-year 
resident to support the community in the ways that I 
can.  I’ve enjoyed being a part of various community 
groups over the years such as Lions Club and City Band.  
I hope to continue to do so as long as I am able.  Look for 
me next Dancing With the Stars to help fund the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library, supplying books to Edgar 
County Children for over 10 years now!

EYES
On Community

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461
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Pritzker: Residents report damages
BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker’s office is urg-
ing Illinoisans to report any 
damages caused by recent 
flooding to their county’s 
emergency management 
agencies in order to increase 
the likelihood of the state 
qualifying for federal aid. 

A release from Pritzker’s 
office said Illinois can qualify 
for federal assistance if the to-
tal flood damage in the state 
meets or exceeds $19 million. 

A formal request to the 
federal government must 
be submitted by Aug. 3, 
which is 30 days after the 
last impacted river fell be-
low major flood stage, the 
governor’s office said. Once 
the state completes the re-
port, the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
makes a recommendation 
to the president, who has 
the final say as to whether 
relief can be granted. 

“While the ultimate 
decision on our state re-

ceiving federal funds lies with 
Washington, my administra-
tion is committed to doing 
everything in our power to 
ensure our communities get all 
resources available to recover,” 
Pritzker, a Democrat, said in 
a news release. “Our state has 
not received a federal disaster 
declaration since 2013 and 
there is no doubt this will be an 

uphill battle.” 
Emergency managers in 

each impacted county are 
assessing damage, including 
residential, commercial and 
governmental expenses. The 
county agencies will then re-
port that information to the 
state by the close of business 
July 22 via the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency. 
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Dent Law Office, Ltd  
would like to invite  

you to attend our upcoming   
FREE informational workshop 

 
Presented by:   

                       Attorney Kaye Dent  

Topic:  Your loved one with Special Needs,                  
            making his or her future more secure 
 

Date:  July 25, 2019 

Location:  Edgar County Farm Bureau basement 
                210 W. Washington  
                Paris, IL 
Time:  5:30 p.m. 
 

We welcome everyone to join a  
workshop at no charge,  

but we do ask that you make a reservation  
by calling(217) 465-1234. 

TO PURCHASE TICKETS
call 217-728-7375 or online at thelittletheatre.org

Summer Season Sponsor

 TICKETS
$37.50 for adults | $35.40 for seniors (62+)

Discounts for 12 or more!

Sponsored by Mark & Susan Avery 

KNOWYOU
WANNA SEE IT!

Grab your friends for 

YOU
7/31 - 8/11

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

fair queens.
That group was especially 

important in providing her 
support during the four-day 
Miss Illinois County Fair 
Queen pageant in January at 
Springfield. Allen followed 
an exhausting schedule of 
getting up at 5 a.m. and not 
getting to bed until midnight 
during that pageant. The long 
days were filled with a steady 
stream of rehearsals and inter-
views.   

She received the beauty 
and physique award at the 
Miss Illinois County Fair 
Queen pageant.

“It was an experience un-
like any other, and one I won’t 
forget,” she said about com-
peting in Springfield. 

Looking back to the 2018 
Edgar County Fair Queen 
pageant, Allen said it did 
not register she actually won 
until she heard her name an-
nounced. 

“I was so overwhelmed,” 
said Allen. “It showed how 
much hard work and dedica-
tion can pay off.”

As the fair queen she par-
ticipated in numerous com-

munity activities but the 
favorites times were ones peo-
ple may not have noticed. She 
said when out in her sash and 
tiara both little girls and little 
boys approached her asking 
for hugs or to have a picture 
with her. 

“It was just so special when  
I got to give them a hug,” she 
said. 

Serving as fair queen ate 
into her already busy sched-
ule as a nursing student at 
Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville and also holding 
a part-time job.

Allen has considered enter-
ing other pageants, and that 
remains a future possibility, 
but for now she is ready to 
focus her full attention on 
school, getting her degree in 
May 2020 and entering the 
job market after that.

“My queen days are coming 
to an end,” she said.

Like most college students 
entering the senior year, her 
future is full of unknowns, 
but she is approaching it with 
a willingness to embrace op-
portunities. Allen does not 
have a fixed idea of where she 
wants to work and is prepared 
to go wherever a job takes her. 

The preference is to land a 

position in an intensive care 
unit and after a couple of years 
begin working toward nurse 
anesthetist certification. 

“I like medications and 
how they react with the body,” 
said Allen. “As a CRNA (cer-

tified registered nurse anes-
thetist) after I intubate the 
patient, I have a whole drawer 
of medicine available to keep 
the patient from twitching 
and asleep so the surgeon can 
work efficiently.”

QUEEN
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Baber is doing an auction in 
Grafton Park from 8-10:30 
a.m. Smith said Baber is 
bringing items from the auc-
tion house inventory to sell 
and some people in town 
have also donated for the sale.

The early auction, Smith 
said, is an effort to attract 
more people to town in the 
morning hours to help boost 
attendance at the break-
fast served by the Christian 
Church.

The donut-eating contest is 
a timed event.

“Once the plates of eight to 
10 donuts are set down, the 
race is on to see who can finish 
first,” Smith said, emphasizing 
this is not a contest to see who 
can eat the most donuts. “This 
is not about someone stuffing 
40 donuts in the mouth. We 
don’t want to be responsible 
for that kind of a sugar high.”

Smith added the commit-
tee overseeing the donut con-
test may handicap the event if 
police officers enter.

Squirt gun tag takes place 
on the empty lot across from 
Grafton Park where Young 
America High School was 
once located. The committee 
is providing a variety of squirt 
guns and a barrel of water for 
refilling.

“The kids can just play,” 

said Smith.
Jumbo hokey pokey is an 

attempt to get as many people 
as possible dancing the hokey 
pokey. Dancers will gather at 
a spot in the park near the pa-
vilion but participants don’t 
have to be part of the giant 
circle.

“If somebody is standing 
in line (at the Jonah Fish Fry) 
waiting to get served, they can 
do the hokey pokey from the 
line,” Smith said.

It is not on the official agen-
da but there is a chance the 
Air Evac helicopter may visit 
the festival. Smith said the 
helicopter is scheduled every 
year but its actual arrival de-
pends on the need to respond 
for medical emergencies.

The F3 festival always has a 
top-secret activity. Each year 
community members pack 
into a confined space like a 
tractor cab, car or outhouse, 
and the object getting stuffed 
is kept a closely guarded se-
cret for as long as possible. 

Smith declined to provide 
any information about what 
is getting stuffed this year but 
did say it is perhaps one of the 
most surprising things in re-
cent years. 

Another top-secret item 
is on tap for next weekend. 
Again Smith refused to di-
vulge any information other 
than saying, “Something awe-
some is in the parade.”

Something that is not a se-
cret but is sure to be consid-
ered awesome by the children 
attending the festival is the af-
ternoon arrival of the Scooby 
Doo van from the live action 
movie.

Smith said Robbin Terry, 
the owner of the Ashmore 
Estates, acquired the van and 
will bring it on a trailer to the 
festival as an attraction. The 
Scooby Doo van is scheduled 
to arrive at 2:30 p.m. July 27.

The festival starts during 
the evening hours of July 26.

4-7 p.m. a rib-eye sandwich 
dinner is served in Grafton 
Park with grill master Jim Jen-
ness wielding the spatula. 

4:30 p.m. registration for a 
road rally begins. 

5:30 p.m. drivers, in a va-
riety of vehicles, take to the 
road in what has amounted 
to a sort of scavenger hunt 
during past years.

5-7 p.m. Jake Hoult per-
forms live music in the park.

A full day of activities starts 
early July 27.

7-9 a.m. the Hume Chris-
tian Church serves breakfast 
in the community building.

8 a.m. is the festival open-
ing ceremonies.

8-10:30 a.m. is a new event 
with an auction by auctioneer 
Callie Baber.

9:30 a.m. registration for 
the parade opens.

10:30 a.m. the parade cov-

ers a route from Front Street 
going south on West Street, 
east on Fourth Street and 
north on Center Street back 
to Front Street.

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. a pork 
chop lunch by the Hume Li-
ons Club.

Noon-2 p.m. Laser Tag is 
available. 

Noon-4 p.m. inflatable at-
tractions and kid games are 
free.

12:30 p.m. is the kiddie 
pedal pull.

1 p.m. another new event 
enters the line up with a do-
nut eating contest. 

1:30 p.m. Illinois State Po-
lice K9 demonstration.

2 p.m.  Cornhole tourna-
ment starts.

2-2:30 p.m. Chris Landrus 
magic show.

2-4 p.m. squirt gun tag.
2:30 p.m. the original Scoo-

by Doo van used in the live 
action movie arrives.

3-4:30 p.m. the Coon Hol-
ler Kids perform live music.

3:30 p.m. Stuff the mystery 
object, where as many people 
as possible cram into a con-
fined space. 

4-7 p.m. Ice cream is served 
by First Neighbor Bank of 
Newman.

4:30-7 p.m. Jonah Fish Fry.
4:30-7 p.m. Bingo games by 

the Hume American Legion 
and the Legion Auxiliary.

5 p.m. Jumbo hokey pokey.

HUME
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theoretically possible but 
also equally improbable to 
result in the desired end.

“The court can order them 
to demolish a building, but if 
they don’t have the money to 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARTINSVILLE – The 
Clark County 4-H Fair starts 
today, July 20, and contin-
ues through Wednesday, July 
24, at the Martinsville Fair-
grounds. 

Activities start at 9 a.m. to-
day with general project judg-
ing, the Cloverbud show and 
tell and the cat and dog shows. 
The horse show is 5 p.m.

Fair activity takes a break on 
Sunday, starting again 8 a.m. 
Monday, July 22, with    rabbit 
and sheep shows; 2 p.m. is the 
food show; 5:30 p.m. is the  
general project open house, 
with a 4-H Marketplace high-
lighting the work of young en-
trepreneurs; 6-7:30 p.m. is the 
fashion review and awards; 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Online school reg-
istration is coming to the Shiloh 
School District.

The goal is to make registra-
tion quicker and easier for dis-
trict residents; but to do so, the 
district needs to collect parent 
email addresses to create indi-
vidual accounts that provide 
online access

Even if parents have provid-
ed an email address in the past, 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – The Clark 
County Antique Power Club 
Tractor Show is seeking ven-
dors for the upcoming Aug. 16, 
17 and 18 antique tractor show. 

Vendor booths must be open 
a minimum of between 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., but can be open longer. 
More information about be-
coming a vendor is available 

Clark County 4-H 
Fair begins today

6:30 p.m. is the food auc-
tion with concessions 
available.

Tuesday, July 23, fea-
tures an 8 a.m. swine show; 
1 p.m. is the goat show; 
6 p.m. is the 4-H rocket 
launch and family fun night 
with ice cream provided by 
Farm Credit Services. 

Wednesday, July 24, 
starts at 8 a.m. with both a 
poultry and dairy and beef 
show. The Clark County 
4-H Fair concludes at 6:30 
p.m. with the livestock 
auction. Concessions are 
available during the auc-
tion. 

The Willow Creek 
Church operates a food 
stand throughout the 4-H 
Fair.

Shiloh School offers 
online registration

they need to do so again if 
they want to take advan-
tage of online registration. 
Emails must arrive prior to 
July 29.

To begin the process, sub-
mit the parent’s name, the 
correct email address and 
the student’s name to we-
ber-hallj@shiloh1.org.

Updates about the pro-
cess will be posted to the 
district’s website and Face-
book page. 

The Clark County Antique 
Tractor Show seeks vendors

by calling Jane Thompson 
217-826-1396 or Christy 
Morgan 217-264-8940.                 

In addition to the antique 
tractors, a car cruise in 1-3 
p.m. Aug. 18. Kathleen 
Horsley, 217-826-2244, is 
coordinating the cruise in.

Other questions about 
the event may be directed 
to Joe McManus, 217-264-
6052.

File Photo The Prairie Press

A queen’s work is never done. Edgar County Fair Queen Kierstyn 
Allen had a busy schedule of attending community events. Here 
she takes Little Miss Lanie Sallee on the Christmas in Paris 
skating rink.

do it, they can’t comply,” said 
Morris. “You can’t get blood 
from a turnip.”

He said the more common 
approach is after obtaining a 
condemnation order a munic-
ipality pays for the demolition 
and places a lien against the 
property to recover costs at 
such time as the parcel sells.

Commissioner Thad 
Crispin urged caution on the 
city paying to demolish sever-
al buildings. He said even if a 
lot sells it is unlikely the price 
will cover the lien. The con-
cern, Crispin said, is the city 
will end up owning many of 
the razed parcels by default.

Another issue is what to 
do about properties that lack 
a clear owner against whom 
to bring suit. Property rights 

still exist in such cases and 
the city cannot simply go 
onto the lot and demolish a 
building even though it ap-
pears abandoned.  

“We want them torn down, 
but not at city expense,” said 
Owen.

Commissioner Tyler Al-
exander suggested starting 
by issuing corrective notices 
against derelict properties 
with identifiable owners. If 
no action is taken within the 
10-day remedial period, then 
bring them into court seeking 
an order to demolish. 

“We need to try and force 
their hand, and if that doesn’t 
work we will have to look at it 
again,” said Alexander.

In an action item, the coun-
cil approved paying Lewsad-

er Electric $6,250 to get two 
electric generators back into 
working order, including 
the addition of new transfer 
switches so the generators 
automatically go into service 
when there is a power failure. 
One of the generators is at 
the sewage treatment plant 
so it can continue to function 
during an outage. The other 
generator performs the same 
service for a lift station on the 
sewage line.

Part of the project includes 
relocating the controls for 
the lift station to an above 
ground box. The controls are 
currently in the lift station pit 
requiring a city employee en-
ter the pit to access them.

“It’s a safety issue,” said 
commissioner Brian Haddix.
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Baseball
lingo has 
a history

In almost any specialty 
or profession, there are 
certain phrases and termi-

nology 
that are 
often 
misun-
derstood 
by 
someone 
outside 
of that 
realm of 
expertise.

There 
isn’t a journalist out there 
who doesn’t know what 
inverted pyramid style is. 
There surely can’t be an 
offensive lineman in the 
NFL who doesn’t know 
what it means to be in the 
trenches. 

The long and rich his-
tory of America’s greatest 
pastime, though, holds 
true to some of the most 
interesting vocabulary that 
leaves outsiders of baseball 
scratching their heads. 

After a recent discussion 
with my father —  a die-
hard baseball fan  — my 
eyes were opened into 
how truly peculiar some of 
the terms thrown around 
in  Major League Baseball 
actually are. 

A can of corn — as 
much as it sounds like 
a container filled with 
grain — is actually a pop 
fly, generally leading to an 
easy out. 

The term comes from 
old-time grocery clerks 
that would stock canned 
goods on the higher 
shelves. The clerks would 
then use a stick to pull the 
cans down for customers 
—  and easily catch them.

A meatball is a pitch 
right down the middle of 
the plate that is easily hitta-
ble for the batter. 

A pickle is when a base 
runner is stranded in a 
run-down between two 
bases. This comes from the 
term “being in a pickle”. 

Drawing away from 
food-based terms, have 
you ever heard of a frozen 
rope? It is when a batter 
hits a line drive so hard 
that it moves in a straight 
line like on, you guessed it, 
a frozen rope. What about 
an aspirin? This is when 
the pitcher throws such a 
fast and accurate ball that 
there is no chance of the 
batter making contact with 
it. The ball is the size of an 
aspirin to him. 

A lot of terms can be 
traced back to a specific 
time and place ,too.

The Baltimore Chop 
was coined during the 
time of the 1894 Balti-
more Orioles. The story 
goes that the organization 
packed the dirt extremely 
hard in front of home 
plate so that a hard hit 
ball into the ground in 
front of home plate would 
then bounce high into 
the infield, allowing the 
runner time to make it to 
first base. 

This seemed to work 
effectively for the Orioles 
as they won three straight 
National League pennants 
from 1894-96. 

A Texas Leaguer refers 
to a base hit that falls 
between the infield and 
the outfield. This is named 
for Ollie Pickering, who in 
1901 made his debut for 

See PATTERSON, Page 10A
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MLB sells games to YouTube
For the second season in a row, Cardinal fans will lose two games during stretch run
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For the second season in a 
row, Major League Baseball is 
yanking games off television 
and placing them on a social 
media outlet.

Last year it was Facebook. 
This time it’s YouTube.

The Cardinals will be af-
fected twice this year, just as 
they were in 2018. And again 
it will be weekday afternoon 
contests. But unlike last sea-
son, when the two games Fox 
Sports Midwest lost were ear-
ly in the season (April 11 and 
May 30), the pair that are set 
to be pulled from FSM this 
time are in the stretch run — 
including one in the final full 
week.

Moving from Fox Sports 
Midwest to YouTube are 
two Redbirds road contests, 
Aug. 7 against the Dodgers 

and Sept. 25 against the Dia-
mondbacks.

Those are part of a package 
of 13 games — all after the 
All-Star break —  That MLB 
has sold to YouTube. The 
first was the Dodgers-Phil-
lies game Thursday, with In-
dians-Blue Jays up next at 6 
p.m. Tuesday. MLB Network 
is handling the production 
work, as it did last year with 
the Facebook games. And 
they again will be available 
for free — this time at the 
youtube.com/MLB site or by 
searching for “MLB” in the 
YouTube app. But that shuts 
out fans who aren’t computer 
savvy.

As a byproduct, Facebook’s 
schedule and impact have 
been significantly reduced 
this year. In 2018 it had 25 
weekday afternoon games 
and had exclusive rights to 

them. This year the social me-
dia giant has six, but they also 
can be on local TV.

The financial value of the 
MLB-YouTube deal has not 
been disclosed after last year’s 
contract with Facebook re-
portedly brought about $32 
million to Major League 
Baseball. 

But at what cost?
Not only did fans com-

plain loudly, they also didn’t 
watch at nearly as high a rate 
as usual. In St. Louis, accord-
ing to a meter on the screen 
tracking the number of de-
vices streaming the Cardinals’ 
Facebook games, the audi-
ence peaked at about 78,000 
for the April 11 contest and 
at approximately 64,000 for 
the May 30 game. In contrast, 
Fox Sports Midwest averaged 
about 150,000 viewers in 
the immediate St. Louis area 

alone for Cards midweek af-
ternoon games last spring, 
according to interpretation of 
Nielsen ratings figures. That 
didn’t include its audience 
in outlying areas or people 
watching in public places.

FSM is in its second season 
of a 15-year, billion-dollar 
deal to televise Cards games 
and again loses two contests 
it had planned to show, but 
it likely will recoup some of 
the revenue in the form of a 
rebate for having the contests 
pulled, plus saving costs that 
would have been associated 
with producing the telecasts. 
FSM officials declined to 
comment on the situation.

MLB officials haven’t even 
acknowledged that the Sept. 
25 game is part of the pack-
age, after waiting until Thurs-
day to announce that the Aug. 
7 contest has been moved. 

But several sources have con-
firmed the latter date.

“It’s definitely an MLB 
right to control the national 
telecast schedule, and (those 
games) would fall into the cat-
egory of a national telecast,” 
said Cardinals Senior Vice 
President Dan Farrell, who 
oversees the team’s broadcast 
operations.

“We’ve got to be support-
ive of this,” he added. “We 
think the new media strategy 
and new distribution plat-
forms that MLB has chosen 
to partner with are done in 
the best interest in broaden-
ing the reach of the game.”

He said the impact on fans 
is lowered because both of 
the Cards games selected are 
weekday afternoon contests.

“They’re picking our games 
that probably would be our 

Tryouts 
set for 
Eagles, 
Redbirds
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Tryouts for Mayo Mid-
dle School and Crestwood 
Junior High School  fall 
sports teams have been an-
nounced by the schools.

At Mayo, all athletes 
must have a current phys-
ical as well as  signed ath-
letic paperwork before try-
outs, according to athletic 
director Mick Roberts.

Tryouts for the Lady 
Redbird softball team is 
scheduled from 3-5 p.m. 
Monday, July 29, at Rob-
erts Field on Eads Ave.

Mayo Redbird baseball 
tryouts are scheduled from 
9-10:30 a.m. Monday, Aug. 
5, at the American Legion 
Diamond.

Cross-country tryouts 
for meeting for Mayo will  
be Monday, Aug. 5, in the 
cafeteria at Mayo.

Mayo softball will open 
the season by hosting the 
Mayo Round Robin Tour-
ney on Saturday, Aug. 10.

The Redbird baseball 
team will open its season 
10 days latter when Mayo 
hosts Marshall on Tuesday, 
Aug. 20, at the American 
Legion diamond.

Mayo cross-country 
opens its season on Aug. 
10  when the Redbirds host  
Chrisman/Scottland, Mar-
shall and Villa Grove. 

The Redbirds will also 
participate in the Doc 
Acklin Race, set for Satur-
day, Aug. 31, at Paris High 
School.

Roberts also announced 
Mayo will once again host 
the the IESA Golf Sec-
tional at Eagle Ridge Golf 
Course Wednesday, Sept. 
4.

Crestwood softball try-
outs are scheduled for 5 
p.m. Monday, July  29, at 
Paris High School. Practice 
will begin Tuesday, July 30 
at 5 p.m. at PHS.

Baseball tryouts are set 
at 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 5, 
at the Crestwood School 
diamond.

All athletes must have a 
current physical as well as  
signed athletic paperwork 
before tryouts.

Spinner takes national titles

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Edgar County resident Paul Spinner 
competed in the U.S.A. Track and Field 
National Master’s Outdoor Champion-
ships at Iowa State University last week, 
running away with two first-place finish-
es and one second-place finish by the 
end of the day. 

Spinner competed in the 75-79-age 
category, winning the 10,000-meter race 
with a time of 58.12 and the 2,000-me-
ter steeplechase with a time of 12.06. He 
placed second in the 5,000-meter race 
with a time of 28.30. Each of the marks 
qualified Spinner for All-American sta-
tus in his age group. 

“It was a great experience and a lot of 
fun to run in,” Spinner said. “I really love 
to run but I also really love to compete 
and to win.” 

Spinner, a native of Hillsboro, gradu-
ated from the University of Illinois with 
a degree in civil engineering. After an 
esteemed engineering career, Spinner 
found himself beginning retirement 
at 56 years old and with a lot more 
free time. Having started running just 
three years before retirement, Spinner’s 
post-retirement life opened up an entire-
ly new training regime for him. 

“Retirement really gave me the op-
portunity to run more and at times bet-
ter suited for me,” Spinner said. “It took 
about two years of training to really get 
me up to speed and in shape to compete 
in the races that I do now.” 

Paul started out training by running in 
5k (3.1 miles) races but quickly length-
ened the distance he was competing in 
at races. 

The distance began to grow from 5k 
to 10k (6.2 miles) to half-marathons 
(13.1 miles) and finally to full mara-
thons (26.2 miles). 

Spinner, now 75 years old, competes 
in just one marathon each year, but takes 
part in a plethora of other races. In all, he 
has competed in over 1,100 competitive 
races in his running career. 

“I have run in so many different races 
across the country and the places and 
tracks I have seen are amazing,” Spinner 
said. “I am such a competitive person 
but I have done so much of it with my 
wife, and she is just as competitive as I 
am.”  

Spinner has traveled across the nation 
to more then 25 states with his wife of 
25 years, Penny, to take part in numer-
ous races. One of his favorite competi-
tions has been the Little Rock marathon, 
which takes place every spring in Little 
Rock, Ark. 

Spinner has received some qual-
ity running advice throughout his 
career, with some of it coming from 
the late John McNichols, who was in-

ducted into the U.S. Track and Field and 
Cross Country Coaches Association 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 2018. 

McNichols spent 34 years at the helm 

of the Indiana State University Track 
and Field and Cross Country programs. 

“I met Coach McNichols around 10  
years ago while I was training at Indiana 
State and he helped me starting out in 
the steeplechase,” Spinner said. “He was 
such a nice man and he gave me so many 
pointers about it. I was able to finish 
second in the nation in my first (steeple-
chase) race.” 

Despite everywhere he has compet-
ed, Spinner still loves being an active 
part of the running community in Par-
is. 

“There are so many nice guys who run 
here, I have made a lot of friends in Paris 
just from running,” Spinner said. “I love 
the community here and just everything 
about it. Everyone is helping each other 
to be the best that they can be.” 

Spinner plans to continue his running 
career into the future and will be com-
peting again today at the Run for the Ba-
gel at the Bagelfest in Mattoon. 

“Running has been a big part of me 
for some time now,” Spinner said. “I am 
just happy that I have been able to do so 
much through it.” 

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

Paul Spinner displays the medals he won competing at the U.S.A. Track and Field 
Master’s Outdoor Championships at Iowa State University last week. Spinner, an 
avid runner, earned two first place medals and one second place medal.

Paris man takes wins in the 
10,000 meter run as well 
as tough steeplechase

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

A close-up of the first place medal 
that Paul Spinner won in the 10,000 
meter race at the U.S.A. Track and 
Field Master’s Outdoor Champion-
ships at Iowa State University last 
week. 

See GAMES, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming Outing**
Paris Tiger Football, July 20

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

 

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded Tenderloin  $3.25

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Bubble Gum

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Corn Dog, Fries & Drink $5.25

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

the Cleveland Blues (later to 
be the Indians). 

In his first seven profes-
sional at-bats, Pickering man-
aged seven base hits falling 
between the infield and 
outfield. Thanks to his years 
spent as in the minor league 
Texas League, the Texas 
Leaguer nickname stuck.

The Bronx cheer is 
associated with New York 
baseball fans who often find 
contempt in opponents — 
and even their own players. 
It is essentially the sound 
of a razzberry and has long 
been associated with the Big 
Apple. 

Bush refers to any type of 
play or action that is often 
deemed inappropriate or 
amateurish. 

This term comes from the 
bush leagues such as Dou-
ble-A baseball or amateur 
leagues. 

A brush back is when 
a pitcher decides that the 
batter is crowding the plate a 
bit too much for comfort. An 
inside pitch close to the bat-
ters body will generally force 
the batter backwards — ergo 
a brush back. 

Another term that fans 
often have trouble under-
standing is leaving ducks on 
the pond. This is when base 
runners (ducks) are left on 
base (the pond) after the 

PATTERSON 
FROM PAGE 9A

lowest-rated ones (of those 
weeks) and trying to build 
an audience on a different 
service,” he said. “From that 
standpoint it makes sense to 
have exclusivity” on YouTube.

The Sept. 25 game is the 
finale in the YouTube sched-
ule. It it is being played in a 
domed stadium, making a 
postponement of that contest 
highly unlikely.

The big-picture motivation 
for MLB is to try to appeal 
to younger fans, who prefer 
social media to traditional 
TV. The recent All-Star Game 
drew its lowest rating on re-
cord, as Nielsen reports that 
just 5 percent of homes in the 
nation with a TV tuned in to 
Fox’s telecast. Among viewers 
ages 18-49, the figure was a 
measly 1.9.

In St. Louis, where the 
game aired on KTVI (Chan-
nel 2), the overall rating 
among all viewers was 8.7 — 
but it was just 3.9 for the 18-
49 crowd, and for those 18-34 
it was 3.2.

“Major League Baseball’s 
greatest responsibility is to 
ensure that today’s youth be-
come active participants in 
our game as players and fans,” 
commissioner Rob Manfred 
said two years ago when it was 
announced that the Cardinals 
and Pirates would be play-
ing a regular-season game in 
Williamsport, Pa., while the 

Little League World Series 
was going on there. MLB “has 
a commitment to building a 
stronger connection between 
young people and the nation-
al pastime.”

But is the answer to move 
games from telecasters such 
as Fox Sports Midwest and 
its related streaming outlets, 
which fans are used to — and 
pay for — to a device that is 
easily accessible to many fans 
but leads to a blackout for 
others, mostly older, who do 
not access websites or apps?

Here is a look at some of 
the varied comments post-
ed on Facebook during its 
streaming of Cardinals con-
tests last year:

“The production looks 
good, but I resent paying for 
MLB Extra Innings and its 
coincidental MLB Premium 
TV and having this game on 
Facebook only. It’s bad MLB 
money grubbing.”

“Commissioner Manfred if 
this is the best you can do for 
ideas, you might want to see 
what the wise butt that sug-
gested new Coke to Coca-Co-
la is doing these days.”

“If you told my grandpa I 
was watching a game on my 
phone, he would still be dead. 
Progress is good.”

“My 94-year-old client is 
upset he (doesn’t) have (a) 
computer or smart TV. So 
wrong to take game of(f) air 
for your long-term fans who 
are not technological updat-
ed.”

“Love the broadcast (it’s) 
so easy to watch while work-
ing on desktop” computer.

“We’re a retired couple in 
our 80s. We pay extra to re-
ceive all the Cardinal games 
on TV. Now they take our 
games away and sell to Face-
book. Very unfair.”

“It’s the future of TV peo-
ple. Get a smart TV and 
watch it on your TV. Or live 
stuck in the 1900s with a TV 
sitting on top of a broken TV 
like we did in the old days.”

GAMES
FROM PAGE 9A

inning has concluded, 
leading to several missed 
opportunities for the 
offense. 

While these are some of 
the more peculiar phrases 
in baseball, they are just a 
handful of the terms that 
are deeply rooted in the 
great sport. 

So if you turn on the 
television or radio this 
weekend and hear some-
thing that sounds out of 
place, keep in mind that it 
is probably just part of the 
game. 

(Jeremy Patterson is a 
part-time sports writer for 
The Prairie Press. He is a 
graduate of Indiana State 
University and a former 
punter for the Sycamores.)

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo, right, is greeted by Javier Baez (9) after hitting a grand slam home 
run against the San Diego Padres during the third inning of a baseball game, Friday, July 19 in 
Chicago.

Rizzo slams Cubs to win

CHICAGO (AP) — An-
thony Rizzo hit a go-ahead 
grand slam and the Chicago 
Cubs overcame an early home 
run by Manny Machado to 
beat the San Diego Padres 6-5 
Friday.

Javier Báez also homered 
for the NL Central-lead-
ing Cubs, who have won six 
of seven since the All-Star 
break.

Josh Naylor tied the score 
5-5 in the eighth inning 
against Pedro Strop (2-3) 
with his first career pinch ho-
mer, but the Cubs went back 
ahead in the bottom half.

Anthony Rizzo singled off 
Craig Stammen (6-5), rook-
ie shortstop Fernandez Tatis 
Jr. threw Addison Russell’s 
grounder into center field 
for an error, Jason Heyward 
was intentionally walked and 

David Bote hit a grounder to 
third. Machado threw home 
for a forceout and catcher 
Francisco Mejia threw to first, 
even though he didn’t have 
a play on Bote. The ball hit 
off the glove of first baseman 
Eric Hosmer and bounced 
into short right field as Rizzo 
scored on Hosmer’s error.

Craig Kimbrel struck out 
three around a four-pitch walk 
in the ninth for his fourth save 
in five chances. San Diego has 
lost five of six and 11 of 15.

Jon Lester made his 400th 
big league appearance and 
matched his career high by 
allowing 12 hits, giving up 
four runs in six innings. Les-
ter needed 26 pitches to get 
through the first on a muggy 
afternoon with a 93-degree 
temperature at game time.

Eric Lauer gave up four 
runs, five hits and three walks 
in 4 2/3 innings in his first 
appearance since July 5. Lau-
er had gone on bereavement 
leave following the death of 
his father. He remained in the 
game after he was hit on the 
back by Albert Almora Jr.’s 
single in the third.

Hunter Renfroe hit a sacri-
fice fly in the first and Mach-
ado made it 3-0 in the third 
with his 24th homer, a two-
run drive.

Rizzo’s fourth career slam 
put Chicago ahead in the bot-
tom half.

Francisco Mejía tied the 
score with an RBI double 

in the fifth, and Báez hit 
an opposite-field homer to 
right-center in the bottom 
half.
HELP WANTED

Chcago figures to be in 
the market for a left-hand-
ed reliever before the trade 
deadline. The return of Carl 
Edwards Jr. (strained left tho-
racic) from the IL left seven 
righties among eight relievers. 
LHP Randy Rosario was op-
tioned to Triple-A Iowa. “It’s 
always nice to have more than 
one,” manager Joe Maddon 
said.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Padres: Manager Andy 

Green was optimistic RHP 
Garrett Richards (Tommy 
John surgery last July) will be 
available in late August. “He’s 
on a relatively quick path, all 
things considered,” Green 
said. “I think we’re all excited 
about that possibility.”

Cubs: LHP Cole Hamels 
(strained left oblique) took 
part in light throwing and was 
scheduled for another bull-
pen session this weekend. ... C 
Willson Contreras (sprained 
right arch) remained on pace 
to return from the IL when 
eligible Wednesday.

UP NEXT
LHP Joey Lucchesi (7-4) 

is scheduled to start Satur-
day for San Diego. LHP José 
Quintana (7-7) has won three 
straight starts for the Cubs.

Chicago has won 6 
of their last 7 games 
since All-Star break

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

LOUDON, N.H. (AP) 
— Brad Keselowski 
topped qualifying at New 
Hampshire Motor Speed-
way on Friday for his first 
NASCAR Cup pole since 
2017.

Keselowski turned a 
fast lap of 136.384 mph in 
his Ford to edge Kyle Bus-
ch, who briefly held the 
top speed Friday before 
Keselowski bumped him 
from the top.

“We’re happy with that 
effort. It certainly bodes 
well for our shot to get 
those stage wins and of 
course the overall race 
win come Sunday. But 
we still have to go earn 
it,” Keselowski said. “So 
you’re happy for it. You 
take a breath and you cel-
ebrate it and you get your 
head back down and go to 
work.”

Busch was second at 
136.311 mph, just ahead 
of older brother, Kurt. 

Kurt Busch is coming 
off his first victory of the 
season after edging Kyle 
last weekend at Kentucky 
Motor Speedway.

Keselowski 
takes pole 
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

LIVE ON DEMAND

 

CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

 

IVS Support Holdings LLC

    

855-630-3734
www.satellitedealnow.com/prairie

   

Smallfoot
on DIRECTV CINEMA®

*$19.95 ACTIVATION FEE, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN 
& ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. All Included pkg & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount for 12 mos. Pay $40/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE: Ends 8/17/19. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd Year Pricing: $35 for �rst 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then-prevailing rate applies (currently $81/mo. for SELECT All Included) 
unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/Mo. Discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First-time credit will include all credits earned since 
meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro 
installation. Exclusions: Price excludes Regional Sports fee of up to $8.49/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher pkgs), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. 
$99 one-time fee & $7/mo. fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. O�ers may 
not be combined with other promotional o�ers on the same services and may be modi�ed or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o�ers. Smallfoot: ©2018 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. ©2019 AT&T Intellectual Property. All 
Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

 

IF YOU REALLY WANT TO WATCH TV,
THERE’S ONLY ONE CHOICE: DIRECTV.

INCLUDES:
Over 155 Channels
Monthly Fee for a Genie® HD DVR

PLUS:
Stream shows anytime on up to 5 screens 
simultaneously – no add’l equipment, 
no extra cost with the DIRECTV App.^

Content/channels/functionality varies. Data charges may apply.

00
MO.$35

SELECT™ All Included Package

For 12 mos. plus taxes. W/ 24-mo. agmt. Autopay & paperless bill req’d.
$81/mo. in months 13-24 (subject to change).*

Voice of fair harness races in hall of fame
(Editor’s note: As the Ed-

gar County Fair opens today, 
harness races are scheduled at 
1 p.m. Monday. Longtime race 
announcer Carl Becker of Al-
tamont was inducted into the 
Communicators Hall of Fame 
at the Harness Racing Museum 
and Hall of Fame in Goshen, 
N.Y. in 2018. The following 
story appeared in Hoof Beats, 
the official publication of the 
United States Trotting Associa-
tion, written by Illinois freelance 
writer Neil Milbert.)

  
In the late 1960s, Mary Lou 

Wright hired Carl Becker to 
call the harness races at the 
Edgar County Fair in Paris, Ill.

When the fair’s regular race 
caller left his post, serendipity 
intervened and young Becker 
was brought to Wright’s atten-
tion.

“Somehow I got in touch 
with Carl,” she said.

Wright remains in charge 
of harness racing at the Ed-
gar County Fair and, as has 
become the custom over a 
span of six decades, when she 
holds her racing program in 
July, Becker will call the races.

“That was my first paying 
job,” said the 80-year-old 
Becker, who had worked for 
free when he made his an-
nouncing debuts in Illinois 
at the Bond County Fair in 
Greenville and in Iowa at 
the Jackson County Fair in 
Maquoketa. This was after 
spending several years teach-
ing agriculture and science 
following his graduation from 
the University of Illinois.

Today he is one of Amer-
ica’s most distinguished 
race-callers, and in recogni-
tion of his body of work will 
be inducted into the Commu-
nicators Hall of Fame at the 
Harness Racing Museum and 
Hall of Fame in Goshen, N.Y., 
on July 1.

“It’s indeed an honor when 
you look at the people who 
have been included,” Becker 
said. “It’s overwhelming to 
think one might belong with 
that group.”

Take it from retired Hall of 
Fame driver John Campbell: 
Becker belongs.

“I’ve known Carl for a long 
time (from racing) at Spring-
field and Du Quoin and on 
the Grand Circuit,” Campbell 
said. “Definitely, he’s worthy; 
that’s for sure.”

“I remember when Carl 
started,” said Ed Teefey, a 
member of the Illinois Har-
ness Horsemen’s Associa-
tion’s board of directors and 
past president of the Illinois 
Standardbred Breeders and 
Owners Association. “It was 
back in my late teens and my 
father was racing a few horses. 
As an announcer, Carl imme-
diately stood out as a talent 
above the rest.”

After he worked at the Ed-
gar County Fair for the first 
time, “it all fell into place,” 
said Becker. He started an-
nouncing at other county 
fairs and his work soon caught 
the attention of Hube Elliott, 
an auctioneer from Decatur 
who was co-owner of the 
Midwest Speed Sale and su-
perintendent of speed at the 
Illinois State Fair in Spring-
field. Elliott hired him to read 
pedigrees at the fair and back 
up Stan Bergstein in the an-
nouncer’s booth.

Becker became a protégé 
of the late Bergstein, the only 
member of both the Living 
Hall of Fame and the Com-
municators Hall of Fame. In 
the early 1970s, he succeeded 
Bergstein at Springfield and 
before long he was announc-
ing on the Grand Circuit, go-
ing from Springfield to India-
napolis to the Du Quoin State 
Fair to Red Mile in a span of 

six weeks, “and that’s the way 
it went for maybe 30 years.”

During that time, Becker 
called some of North Amer-
ican harness racing’s most 
monumental events.

For him, the most mem-
orable were Burgomeister’s 
emotion-drenched victory 
in the Du Quoin State Fair’s 
last Hambletonian in 1980; 
Niatross’ then world record 
1:49.1 time trial at Red Mile 
later that year and Jaguar 
Spur and Laag’s world-record 
1:51.2 deadheat performance 
at Red Mile in 1987.

In Becker’s opinion, “Bill 
Haughton pulled off maybe 
the most emotional win in 
harness history in the 1980 
Hambletonian.”

“Bill’s son, Peter, had been 
killed in a ( January) car ac-
cident and Burgomeister was 
Peter’s horse,” he said. “There 
was tremendous anticipation, 
not only to see if Bill could 
win the Hambletonian, but 
if he could do it with Peter’s 
horse.”

Making the final even more 
dramatic, Burgomeister had 
won the second heat and Fi-
nal Score, who was trained 
by Bill and driven by another 
son, Tom, won the first.

“The thing that was the most 
amazing was the outpouring 
of love and affection from 
the crowd after Burgomeister 
won (the final),” Becker said. 
“They lived the moment with 
the Haughton family. A lot of 
tears were shed.

“The second most memo-
rable (call) was the Niatross 
time trial (in which the pac-
er broke the previous record 
by 24⁄5 seconds). There was 
such an outpouring of emo-
tion, not only seeing him pace 
that mile, but being part of it. 
(Driver) Clint Galbraith kept 
him out there on the track so 
people could touch him.

“Jaguar Spur and Laag’s 
dead-heat (in the Tattersalls 
Pace) was probably one of the 
greatest finishes ever. Both of 
them gave it all they had from 
the three-quarter mark on.”

Becker not only called the 
final Hambletonian at Du 
Quoin, but also called the 
first Breeders Crown races in 
1984 at Red Mile, and he had 
the distinction of calling the 
now-defunct World Trotting 
Derby, which replaced the 
Hambletonian at Du Quoin, 
from the race’s inauguration 
in 1981 through 2004.

Even during those glory 
days, Becker remained a fix-
ture as an announcer on the 
Illinois county fair circuit and 
he still does “about seven or 
eight” stints on the circuit ev-
ery summer.

“You couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter announcer,” Wright said. 
“The people just love him. 
The thing I like best about his 
announcing is he’s very good 
at explaining to people in the 
grandstand what the situation 
is (beyond the race itself ). If 

we have a horse in a race who 
is related to one of the top 
horses in Illinois, he will bring 
that up.”

At some of the fairs, Beck-
er is joined by his son, Kurt, 
who has the distinction of 
being the only race-caller in 
the history of the prestigious 
Thoroughbred track Keene-
land and also does NASCAR 
races on the Motor Racing 
Network.

Becker also excels as a pedi-
gree reader and as a Standard-
bred breeder.

Among the leading auc-
tion houses he was worked 
for are Tattersalls, Standard-
bred Horse Sales Co., and 
Kentucky Standardbred/
Lexington Selected. He was 
on the stand for the inaugu-
ral Standardbred auction at 
the Meadowlands in 1978 
and was the announcer when 
Laugh A Day sold for a then 
record $625,000 at Tattersalls 
in 1983, and he takes pride in 
having worked “every Ohio 
breeders’ sale ever held.” He 
and his family founded the 
Hoosier Classic sale in the 
late 1990s and later sold it to 
the current owners.

Joining with several part-
ners in 1980, Becker estab-
lished Fair Meadow Farm 
outside Altamont, Ill., where 
he graduated from high 
school after being born six 
miles away in St. Elmo, and 
now is sole owner of the farm 
that is a perennial among the 
leading breeders in Illinois in 
both progeny earnings and 
races won.

“Carl can announce with 
the best of them; he runs a 
very good breeding opera-
tion; and he is a very good 
pedigree reader, which takes 
a different type of talent,” 
said Phil Langley, former 
president of the USTA and 
director of racing at the de-

funct Chicago circuit tracks, 
Sportsman’s Park, Maywood 
Park, and Balmoral Park. “He 
certainly has been an advo-
cate of county fair racing — 
not that he has ignored the 
upstate tracks, but his main 
focus has been the fairs. At 
meetings of the Department 
of Agriculture, he always put 
up a good fight for downstate 
people.”

Last fall at Hawthorne Race 
Course’s Night of Champi-
ons program showcasing Il-

linois-breds, Becker had the 
honor of being the breeder of 
Illinimight and Cruzen Cassi, 
1-2 finishers in the Kadabra 
championship race for 2-year-
old male trotters.

The most accomplished 
horse bred by Becker is St 
Elmo Hero, a son of Western 
Hero and an unproven brood-
mare, Crystal Crickett. When 
Becker discovered that the 
mare and foal were going to 
be sent to a slaughterhouse by 
the man who acquired them, 
he went to court, suing the 
owner for unpaid stud fees 
and board bills. The judge 
decided, as reimbursement 
for the money owed, Becker 
would be awarded ownership 
of Crystal Crickett and St 
Elmo Hero.

Becker then decided to race 
St Elmo Hero in partnership 
with his son, Jon. Making his 
racing debut as a four-year-
old in 2010 in a $7,000 claim-
ing race at Balmoral, St Elmo 
Hero won that $1,800 pace, 
living up to trainer Shawn 
Nessa’s high hopes. But he 
was claimed out of the race by 
John Barnard.

The victory in his first ca-
reer outing was the start of a 
25-race undefeated streak for 
St Elmo Hero, whose first loss 
didn’t come until the follow-

ing year in a photo finish with 
Art Professor in a $45,000 
Open Pace at Woodbine in 
April 2011.

Teefey, who makes his liv-
ing as a bank president and 
attorney in Mount Sterling, 
Ill., has owned mares and 
stallions in partnership with 
Becker for years. They have 
also had many joint ventures 
as breeders. Currently, they 
share ownership of the stal-
lion Major Bombay. In addi-
tion, they are coowners of the 
Illini Classic Sale. Teefey also 
credits Becker for “opening 
the doors” for him to become 
a pedigree reader on the na-
tional scene and a fill-in an-
nouncer at the fairs.

“It’s amazing how much 
Carl loves the sport,” Teefey 
said. “He always has had that 
passion, even during these 
very difficult times in Illinois.

“I’ve been in the business 
world all my life, working as 
a small-town bank president 
and attorney. I’ve always felt 
Carl could have been a suc-
cess at about anything he 
wanted to pursue. He has a 
University of Illinois educa-
tion and he’s very intelligent. 
The sport is fortunate to have 
somebody as bright as Carl 
who has chosen to make it his 
livelihood.”

Special to The Prairie Press

The United States Trotting Association’s Wendy Ross, center, is flanked by Kurt Becker, left,  and 
Carl Becker. Carl Becker was inducted into the USTA’s Communicators Hall of Fame. Becker has 
served as the voice of the many Illinois county fairs — including Edgar County.
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SATURDAY, JULY 20
10:00 am..............................................Open Meat Goat Show

12:00 pm.....Open Pleasure Horse Show or 30 minutes after
4-H Show

8:00 pm.......Pfreak Show Band/aka PS Dump Your Boyfriend 
& Beer Tent

SUNDAY, JULY 21
10:00 am.......................................Open Steer & Heifer Show
7:00 pm.............................Edgar County Fair Queen Pageant

MONDAY, JULY 22
1:00 pm...........................................................Harness Racing
7:00 pm...............................................Grand Ole Talent Show

TUESDAY, JULY 23
7:00 pm....................................................Barnyard Scramble
Democrat Day
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 Arm band day - 6:00-10:00 pm,  $20.00 for all rides

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
7:00 pm......................................Extreme Roughstock Rodeo
Republican Day
Merchant Day
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 All rides $1 each

Beer tent will be available on the grounds.
 Tent opens at 5pm and must be 21 or older to enter!

Saturday, July 20th

Show starts at 8 p.m.
Edgar County Fair Grounds • $5 Admission

Sponsored in part by Prospect Bank

www.martinxtremeracing.com
Contact - Adam Martin

616-318-2694
For Class Information

www.edgarcountyfair.com
Contact - Kyle Kenney

217-822-5953
Grounds and Admissions Questions

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Riders under 18 MUST have a parent or legal 
guardian present or a notarized letter of permission.

SPORT MONEY CLASSES
65cc  7-11 Advance
Super Mini     12-15
85cc  12-15 Expert
Quad A
Quad B
Lites Junior  12-16
Lites A
Open A

Lites B
Open B
+25
+30
+40
Open 2-stroke
14-24
Open Quad

50cc   4-6 Beginner
50cc   7-8 Beginner
50cc   Junior 4-8
50cc   Senior 4-8
65cc   7-9 Beginner
85cc   7-11 Junior
Trail   4-11
Trail   12-15
Wow   4-11
Wow   12-up

Lites C
Open C
Quad 50   4-7
Quad 90   8-13
200 Blaster
Quad C
Mini Open Quad
Open Mini 60cc-85cc
Quad 50 mod 4-7
Quad 90 mod 8-13

TROPHY CLASSES

June 25 - 7:00 p.m. Sign up...3:00, Practice... 5:00, Race... 7:00

Cost $25 Per Class
Guaranteed pro purse!!!
We have both money classes and trophy classes.

All ages, All bikes, All quads...
Anyone can sign up!!!...
Local riders welcome

THURSDAY, JULY 25
7:00 pm.........................Martin Extreme Racing - Motorcross
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 Arm band day - 6:00-10:00 pm,  $20.00 for all rides

FRIDAY, JULY 26
6:30 pm....................................................Truck & Tractor Pull
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 Arm band day - 6:00-10:00 pm,  $20.00 for all rides

SATURDAY, JULY 27
8:30 am...........................................Llama Show - ALSA Show

11:00 am.............................Open Hog Show - 4-H Show Ring

6:00 pm.........................................Demolition Derby - Limited
Weld/Midsize/Compacts/Minivans/Mini Truck & SUV

Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds

 Arm band day - 1:00-5:00 pm, $15.00 for all rides

 6:00 pm till closing - Regular price

Edgar Co. FA I R

FREE ADMISSION TO THE 
GROUNDS ALL WEEK!

www.edgarcountyfair.com

158th
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Corn dogs and cotton candy – 
what trip to the fair is complete 
without them? 

Ask anyone 
what they enjoy 
most about the fair 
and many will say 
the food. Pizza on 
a stick, fried butter, 
chocolate covered 
bacon, the list is 
endless. Everyone 
has a favorite, but 
there is a down-
side. The once a 

year treat can pack some big, and 
unnecessary calories into a person’s 
regular diet. 

 Most of us know the Doughnut 
Burger at 1,500 calories is probably 
a bad choice. That is almost as many 
calories in one food item as the 
average person needs in a day spread 
over multiple meals. According to 
WebMD.com, a woman between 
the ages of 19-31 and living a sed-
entary lifestyle needs 2,000 calories 
a day and a sedentary man in the 
same age bracket requires 2,400 
calories. The amount of calories 
needed to sustain body function 
declines with age.

It is possible there are better 
choices than a Doughnut Burger, 
and how a person approaches fair 
food often depends if the craving 
is for salty or sweet options. Either 
way, be prepared to ramp up the 
personal exercise routine to pay for 
the fair food a second time.

Here are some examples of pop-
ular fair foods and the real cost of 
consumption:

■ A fried onion blossom is 
1,320 calories and consuming just 
one requires walking around the 
fairgrounds for four hours and 25 
minutes to burn it off. 

■ Funnel cakes are a weakness for 
many with a sweet tooth. A plain 

one with powdered sugar topping 
has 760 calories. An hour-long 
spinning class will take care of its 
calories. 

■ At this rate the 620-calorie curly 
fries seem almost like health food, 
or what about the fried chocolate 
candy bar? Lace up the walking 
shoes and devote a couple of hours 
to walking off those 444 calories. 

■ My favorite is the elephant ear. 
I only allow myself this 550-calorie 
treat once a year. I could eat more, 
but I’m not sure I want to jump rope 
for an hour per elephant ear to burn 
up all those extra calories. 

Eating at the fair can be a dilem-
ma and a challenge for the health 
conscious. It is critical to remember 
almost all options at the fair are clas-
sified as a sometimes food, rather 
than an everyday food. Be aware 
and armed with the knowledge that 
almost everything eaten at the fair is 
adding extra calories and fat to the 
daily’ intake.

That being said, one option is 
cotton candy at 171 calories or a 
chocolate covered banana with the 
benefit of a serving of fruit and 240 

calories. In the deep fried category, 
corn dogs weigh in at 250 calories 
— that’s much better than a dough-
nut burger.

Beverages are another area of 
hidden calories. Note the huge serv-
ings and opt for the smallest size or 
share with a friend. Lemon shake-
ups are similar in calories to soda 
pop, approximately 150 calories 
for a 12-ounce serving. Although 
refreshing, those liquid calories can 
really add up. 

Am I saying don’t eat at the fair? 
Absolutely not. The fair comes once 
a year, and it is OK to indulge with a 
favorite treat.

Just remember to plan the days 
around a trip to the fair by eating 
more fruits and veggies and get more 
exercise. Walk around the grounds, 
visit the livestock and then the mem-
ory of a trip to the fair will not be a 
bigger pant size, but rather a mental 
picture of a time well spent. 

(Mary Liz Wright is a nutrition 
and wellness educator for the Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension serving Clark, 
Edgar and Crawford counties. Email 
her at maryliz@illinois.edu.)

There’s an old adage that 
says, “Girls grow up to become 
women. Boys grow up to 

be bigger 
boys.”  Much 
evidence 
supports the 
statement. 
Consider 
the role of 
boys in the 
decoration 
of statues, 
especially 
statues of 

animals. Something about 
male appendages attract boys 
with spray paint cans.

Carmi, on Route One, 116 
miles south of Paris, comes 
to mind. It is the home of the 
Carmi High Bulldogs.  

For many decades, the 
school displayed a large statue 
near the front steps. It was a 
white bulldog in a sitting pose, 
as if the dog was guarding the 
property and for those looking 
specifically for the male 
appendage, it was quite visible. 
The tradition of applying red 
paint to enhance one’s notice 
occurred every year. Some-
times it was credited to boys 
from other towns in the North 
Egypt athletic conference. On 
many occasions, it was local 
boys.  

I happened to drive past the 
school recently. A gleaming 
white bulldog walking on all 
fours has replaced the old one. 
This new dog either has no ap-
pendage or it is shielded from 
view. The old dog kept the 
maintenance staff somewhat 
busy slapping fresh white paint 
for a duration of at least 60 
years. It’s now a lost tradition.

The city of Chicago’s street 
department in the 1970s was 
often called to Belmont Ave-
nue and Sheridan Road. A fa-
mous statue of Civil War Gen-
eral Phil Sheridan occupies the 
spot where the streets join. The 
general rides mounted atop 
his great horse Rienzi, as he 
did throughout the war.  It’s a 
big statue designed by Gutzen 
Borglum, who also designed 
the figures on Mt. Rushmore.  
Occasionally, during summer 
months, Rienzi’s appendage 
was painted bright orange.  It 
was expensive to block traffic, 
utilize a ladder truck and apply 
cleaning fluid to erase the 
paint.  

One might wonder who 
would do this.  No one knows, 
but it just so happened the 
orange paint appeared when 
the San Francisco Giants came 
to town to play baseball.

I’ve never been to Bemidji, 
Minn., though I’ve longed to 
go there on a vacation trip. 
It’s near the source of the 
Mississippi River where I’m 
told a person can jump across 
the stream. I’d love to do that, 
but there’s another attraction 
that has far more appeal.  It’s 
the much-photographed huge 
twin statues of logging legend 

Boys and 
creative 
artwork

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

I am busy packing my bags 
to – as President Trump puts it 
– go back where I came from – 
uh, Ireland.

My 
decision 
came on the 
heels of a 
tweet telling 
four of his 
critics (who 
happened to 
be women 
of color) 
to go back 
where they came from. Three 
of the women were born in the 
USA, and the fourth became a 
citizen when she was 17.

Flying is not my thing, so 
I will drive to New York and 
board a ship bound for Ireland. 
My wife is headed for Germa-
ny, which, in effect, marks the 
end of our 53 years as man and 
wife.

It will take a great deal 
of time for the roughly 320 
million Americans to go back 
where they came from. Indi-
ans, jammed into reservations, 
will be delighted to get back 
the land the paleface stole 
from them.

I suppose the president will 
board Air Force One and head 
back to Germany. He will, of 
course, have to learn to speak 
German before he is eligible 
for citizenship. 

That might be difficult, 
given the fact that his tweets 
are full of misspellings, poor 
grammar and the overuse of 
such words as bad, boring, not 
good, pathetic, horrible, weak, 
terrible, sad, dummy – you get 
the drift.

Indians will hold powwows 
in the White House and 
they will also find shelter in 
thousands of America’s finest 
hotels.

Heck, they might even 
smoke peyote after the 
Supreme Court justices 
pack their bags and leave the 
country. If passenger ships and 
airlines are overbooked, I have 
no doubt Indians will let the 
nine justices borrow a few of 
their canoes.

Perhaps if it turns out to be 
true, as some Fox News talking 
heads put it, Trump was just 
joking, Americans (not really) 
will unpack their bags, throw 
parties and engage in one of 
our favorite activities – getting 
drunk.

Instead of suggesting that 
Americans go back where 
they came from, the president, 
as the champion of liberty, 
equality and justice for all, 
should instead call upon so-
called Americans who spew 
hatred on social media such as 
Facebook, to leave.

We have enough meanness 
in this country. We could sure 
use a lot less hate. Indeed, 
some people spread hate 
around the clock, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year.

From 
whence 
we came

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Give the people what they 
want and they’ll show up 
is a show business maxim 
attributed to Red Skelton, who 
used it to explain the crowds 
attending the funeral of L.B. 
Mayer in 1957. The head of 
MGM was strongly disliked, 
but hugely successful. 

The same sentiment can 
be applied to Major League 
Baseball today and the home 
run controversy.

Pitcher Justin Verlander 
incited a firestorm before 
the All-Star Game with his 
condemnation of the baseball 
being used. Last year Major 
League Baseball, in partner-
ship with a private investment 
firm, purchased Rawlings 
Sporting Goods, which is the 
sole supplier of baseballs for 
major league games. 

This year is on track to break 
every home run record in the 
game. In 2016, there were 
4,186 home runs. There were 
5,585 in 2018, and this year is 
on course to hit 6,591 for an 
18 percent increase. June had 
the highest home run rate in 

history. The Mariners have had 
a homer in every game – either 
one hit by the Mariners or the 
opposing teams. 

Columnist George Will 
is known for his vocabulary, 
knowledge of history and love 
of baseball. He calls baseball 
a mental game of skill and 
strategy where players must 
anticipate what an opponent 
will do and be prepared to 
react when a ball is in play. 
Balls are not in play when it is a 
strike out, walk or home run.  

The thrill of the long ball 
may be getting old, and sports 
writers are starting to refer to 
the phenomenon as dinger fa-
tigue. To see the players’ skills a 
ball has to be in play. They field, 
catch, throw, make decisions. 
The elusive triple play has only 
happened 718 times since 
1876. No ball in play equals no 
magic for the fans.

MLB created a blue ribbon 
commission to review the 
ball dynamics but a physicist 
solved it. 

Meredith Wills is a self-pro-
claimed sports data scien-

tist. By profession she is an 
astrophysicist. Using computer 
models and simulations, Wills 

evaluated 
16 variables. 
Her real 
advantage 
was another 
personal 
hobby. Being 
a knitter she 
knows fabric. 
The 16th vari-
able caused 
the change 

resulting in a spike for home 
runs. The red-cotton thread 
used to stich the ball is nine 
percent thicker and stronger 
than three years ago.

Baseballs have been made 
the same way for 100 years 
with minor changes. During 
World War II a rubber short-
age caused the switch to a 
rubber coated cork center.

The wool windings came 
from American sheep before 
1940 when a switch was made 
to Australian wool. There 
are four layers of different 
wool wraps inside a baseball. 

American wool was the age of 
the dead-ball but the stronger 
Australian wool wrapped tight-
er and began the live ball with 
better recoil.

Manufacturers converted to 
cowhide covers in the 1970s 
when there was a shortage of 
horsehide. Each alteration re-
sulted in aerodynamic changes 
reflected in the records. 

A ball’s leather skin is held 
together with 108 stitches. 
Workers in Costa Rica take a 
week to make each ball and 
finish by carefully pulling the 
threads tight by hand. 

When a ball is hit the impact 
crushes the ball, deforming it. 
It snaps back to round coming 
off the bat and part of the kick 
it gets is from the ball snapping 
back to round. Current balls 
are rounder and hold their 
shape better than ever. 

Spilling water on a cotton 
shirt and letting it air dry re-
sults in a wrinkled shirt where 
the threads relaxed. It takes a 
hot dryer to shrink them back. 
Wills applied this to her thread 
analysis. 

Baseballs undergo stress 
from hand perspiration, rolling 
through the grass and being 
hit. They become less round as 
the threads relax and the inner 
wool shifts.

The thicker cotton thread 
now in use means balls can 
be pulled tighter with heavier 
cord. When it gets wet it 
stretches less and holds the 
ball into a more perfectly 
round shape. The tighter 
seams pull into the ball, leaving 
less abrupt bulges. The com-
bination makes the ball more 
aerodynamic. 

A completely smooth base-
ball would not be as lively or 
fly as far. Seams are important. 
Without dimples the average 
golfer could only hit a golf ball 
50 yards instead of 200. Rotat-
ing dimples add lift. A baseball 
is the same with seams causing 
a greater change in air pressure 
and a ball’s flight. A skilled 
hitter will put backspin on the 
ball adding lift

A ball thrown with no spin 
has friction, or equal drag, on 
all sides. Variances like posi-

tional temperature, wind and 
humidity cause a ball without 
spin to move randomly. This is 
the famed knuckle ball. 

More commonly a ball is 
thrown with spin. A typical 
pitch spins the ball at 2,000 
rpms as the pitcher snaps his 
wrist releasing the ball.

The side of a rotating ball 
turning into the air has more 
friction on one side, causing 
greater pressure. The other 
side rotates with the moving 
air and has lower pressure. It 
acts just like an airplane wing 
and the Bernoulli Principal 
for lift. 

The Magnus effect moves 
the ball away from the spin. A 
ball curves from difference in 
air pressure. A ball with back-
spin is pushed up, keeping it 
from dropping. A batter wants 
to hit using the sweet spot in 
the bat with maximum force 
and with a stroke changing the 
pitcher’s spin into backspin 
for lift. When the launch angle 
of impact and spin off the bat 
come together a ball can fly 

Baseball revealed to be a game of astronomical variables

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

Midway munchies

See CODGER, Page 9B

File Photo/The Prairie Press 

The midway of the Edgar County Fair offers a variety of popular, but often calorie-laden, fair food options.

File Photo/The Prairie Press 

Paris firefighters Brad Hecht, left, and Captain Zack Janis, right, grab some 
fair food while working safety at a  previous Edgar County Fair Demolition 
Derby.

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

Fair treats are tasty, but 
packed with calories

MARY LIZ
WRIGHT
LIVING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

DEEP-FRIED AND SWEET TREATS PRESENT PITFALLS
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MILESTONES

Willoughby birthday 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Family and friends are invit-
ed to join Joyce Willoughby for 
her 85th birthday open house 
celebration 2-4 p.m. Sunday, 
July 21, at Paris Healthcare 
Center. 

A lifelong resident of Paris, 
Willoughby graduated from 
Paris High School in 1952 and 
held secretarial positions with 
local companies. She retired 
after a 30-year career at Mid-
west Truck Body. She attend-
ed the First Assembly of God 
Church.

Those attending the celebra-

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, en-
gagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Special to The Prairie Press

New participants in the NAL apprenticeship program that allows 
people to work and earn money while also obtaining an indus-
trial technology associate degee are left to right Kaitlyn Inman, 
Logan Comstock and Kyle Fillinger.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

North American Lighting, 
Inc. (NAL) held its second 
annual apprentice signing cer-
emony July 18 to recognize 
three new apprentices enrolled 
in the NAL Technical Appren-
ticeship program, sponsored 
by the Industry Consortium 
for Advanced Technical Train-
ing (ICATT). 

Joshua Seeberg, ICATT Ap-
prenticeship Program Manag-
er, joined NAL in celebrating 
the new apprentices at the 
signing ceremony. Seeberg en-
couraged the students in their 
next endeavor by noting they 
will earn a recognizable U.S. 
credential, associate degree 
and an impressive resume at 
the end of it all. 

“Many CEO’s in Germany 
began as an apprentice with 
the company and learned the 
company from the inside out 
doing hands on work,” said 
Seeberg. “This apprenticeship 
gives you leverage to learn, 
grow and move up at NAL.”

NAL’s Human Resourc-
es General Manager Chad 
Thompson said the appren-
ticeship program shows the 
company’s commitment to be 
the employer of choice in the 
community.

“Our long-term success de-
pends on a strong apprentice-
ship program as well as the lo-
cal internships and scholarships 
we support.” He added, “Many 
companies are struggling to fill 
the skills gap with emerging 

manufacturing technologies. 
We have to partner with local 
schools and colleges to educate 
students on their career options 
and opportunities.” 

The new apprentices mak-
ing the commitment to work 
and study are: 

■ Kaitlyn Inman, Clinton, 
Ind., signed her offer letter 
stating she chose the appren-
tice route because she is good 
with her hands, likes industry 
technology and wants to be a 
part of the future of technol-
ogy. 

■ Kyle Fillinger, Paris, began 
working at NAL his senior year 
of high school through a co-op 
class and signed as an NAL ap-
prentice after seeing firsthand 
how well-coordinated and or-
ganized the program is.  

■ Logan Comstock, Paris, 
came to NAL after his previ-
ous employer left town. He 
appreciates the apprentice-
ship program which allows 
someone with no experience 
to learn.   

Second year apprentice, 
Cody Myles was present to 
show his support of the new 
apprentices and congratulate 
them on their career decision. 

“When I first heard about 
the apprenticeship, I thought 
it was too good to be true,” 
said Myles. “It didn’t seem real 
that a company would put you 
through school and allow you 
to work for an hourly wage at 
the same time. This has been a 
life changing decision for me 
and has helped me build many 

NAL welcomes new apprentices

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

   SPRINGFIELD – With ex-
treme heat dominating the 
forecast, the Illinois Depart-

ment of Transportation cau-
tioned motorists to be on the 
lookout for pavement buckling 
on roads throughout the state. 
   “The hottest week of the year 
means the potential for pave-
ment failures will increase,” 
said Acting Illinois Transpor-
tation Secretary Omer Osman.
  “At IDOT, we will have the 
necessary staffing and materi-
als in place to make repairs as 
quickly as possible. We ask the 
public to stay alert and avoid 
driving over buckled roads, 
if possible, while giving our 
crews plenty of room to work.”
   Pavement failures or blowouts 
occur when prolonged high 
temperatures cause the road to 
expand and buckle up or blow 
out, resulting in uneven driv-
ing surfaces. Precipitation and 

humidity increase the potential 
for buckling. 
  While it’s impossible to pre-
dict where or when failures 
may occur, IDOT crews are 
monitoring the situation and 
stand ready to respond. Motor-
ists are advised to remain alert 
to slowing traffic and move 
over for maintenance workers 
and other emergency person-
nel.
  Pavement failures can be re-
ported to IDOT by calling 
(800) 452-4368 or by reaching 
out to law enforcement via 911.
 Additionally, motorists who 
must travel during extreme 
heat are urged to carry drink-
ing water. Becoming stranded 
could be dangerous without 
proper hydration, as dehydra-
tion can occur quickly.

tion are requested to omit gifts 
but well wishes and the sharing 
of memories are encouraged.

IDOT ready for pavement blowouts

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DECATUR — Macken-
zie Martin of Paris has been 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Millikin University for the 
spring 2019 semester.

Students who attempt 12 
graded credits during a fall 
or spring semester and earn a 
grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher earn Dean’s List hon-
ors. 

Students earning a perfect 

4.00 grade point average on 
12 graded credits attempted 
earn High Dean’s List honors.

 Millikin University is a 
private, comprehensive uni-
versity with a diverse student 
population of approximate-
ly 2,200 undergraduate and 
graduate students. 

A Millikin education fea-
tures Performance Learning, 
a unique learning approach 
offered only at Millikin that 
gives students the chance 

to build the confidence and 
skills to succeed before and 
after graduation. 

Millikin offers more than 
50 majors in the College of 
Fine Arts, College of Arts 
and Sciences, College of Pro-
fessional Studies and Tabor 
School of Business.

The university is located on 
a 75-acre residential campus 
in Decatur. Founded in 1901, 
Millikin offers a well-rounded 
university experience.

Martin makes Milikin Dean’s List

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

“We take your results seriously...We guarantee it!”

WE ARE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS LOANS!

Current  Business Loan Offer*
Prospect Bank to waive 

up to $1000.00 in Closing Costs

*Subject to the following terms and conditions: Minimum 
loan amount of $500,000.00, credit and terms approval, 

maintenance of primary business deposit accounts and the 
approved loan with Bank for a minimum of three years.  
Closing Costs waived by the Bank would be limited to 

mortgage title policies or title searches, UCC searches, 
recording fees and appraisal fees. 

bankprospect.com

FarmersFarmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? 
We are a centennial family farm looking to 

expand so the 4th generation can start 
farming. If you farm in East Central Illinois 

and want to help a young farmer get  
started farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: jacobadams2013.ja@gmail.com

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 07/24 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 07/26:Thur 07/25:
Italian beef,
hashbrown 
casserole &

choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Thur 07/27: CLOSED FOR SPECIAL EVENT

Always
Homemade!

Chicken taco 
casserole,

garden salad,
chips & salsa

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

new skills and add on to those 
I already had.” 

The new apprentices will 
work at NAL’s Paris manufac-
turing facility while obtaining 
their associate degree in Indus-
trial Technology from Ivy Tech 
Community College in Terre 
Haute. 

The ICATT sponsored NAL 
Technical Apprenticeship is a 
five-year program that helps 
students kick-start their careers 
without college debt. The pro-
gram is designed to prepare 

young people for highly skilled 
positions that are offered local-
ly and train the next generation 
of NAL technicians including 
molding, coating, and assem-
bly technicians. 

Apprentices have the 
unique opportunity to earn 
and learn simultaneously by 
working three days a week 
for a competitive wage and 
attending classes at partnered 
colleges two days a week to 
complete their associate de-
gree in Industrial Technology. 

We were not raised that way. 
Especially the readers, who 
partake of my column and are 
fine, upstanding citizens. We 
rest on reason, not passion. We 
care about all the things Amer-
ica stands for (some would say 
what we use to stand for). 

We work (or are retired 
and work to keep the spouse 
happy), obey the law, stand 
up for the other guy’s right to 
speak his mind and are willing 
to accord other people the 
right to differ with us.

As readers are aware, I 
like for them to contact me 
at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com to tell me what 
they think, regardless of 
whether they agree with me 
or not.

As always, threats 
of lynching, shooting, 
stabbing, mangling are not 
encouraged. I am not a 
masochist, but I do enjoy 
so adding new words to 
my encyclopedia of the 
profane.

Besides, I will have 
already left for Ireland.

(Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)
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217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com 

Forecasts this past week 
calld for substantial rains 
across much of Illinois, the 
result of the remnants of Trop-
ical Storm Barry. 

Believe it or not in Illinois, 
torrential rain as a result of a 
tropical storm or hurricane 
is not an unusual phenome-
non. 

Every few years, hurri-
canes or tropical storms 
come north through the cen-
ter of the U.S. Though these 
storms lose the majority of 
their strength before cross-
ing into the Midwest, they 
can still wreak havoc in the 
Land of Lincoln. 

The record for precipitation 
for a tropical system in Illinois 
belongs to Hurricane Audrey, 
which poured 10.2 inches of 

rain in the Paris area in late 
June, 1957. Much of the rain 
fell in a 15-hour span over June 
27-28. Those who remember 
the deluge remember water 
was everywhere in the com-
munity.

The storm helped push 
rainfall for the Paris area to 
17.65 inches that month, the 
wettest June on record for the 
city. Paris recorded 61.59 inch-
es of rain in 1957 — the high-
est total since record-keeping 
began in 1893.

Much of the Midwest also 
received torrential rains from 
Audrey, which killed a total 
of 10 people in Illinois, In-
diana and New York. Some 
highways in Illinois were sub-
merged for up to three days. In 
all, some 431 people, includ-
ing 400 in Louisiana alone, 
died in the storm which — at 

its worst — was a Category 3 
hurricane. 

Another example in Illi-
nois was Hurricane Carla, 
which swept across the upper 
Midwest in September 1961 
blasting the region with gusty 
winds and intense rainfall. 

Carla originated in the 
southwest Caribbean 
during the first week of Sep-
tember and plowed into the 
Texas coast on Sept. 11 with 
power by today’s hurricane 
classification as a Category 
5 storm. 

At that time, Carla was the 
largest hurricane ever to hit 
the American mainland. 

Though Carla was eventu-
ally downgraded from a hurri-
cane, the bands of the monster 
storm reached as far north as 
Illinois, which felt the wrath 
across the state. 

In Moline, heavy rain began 
falling late on Sept. 12 and con-
tinued throughout the next 
day, racking up 6.29 inches in 
a 24-hour period to break the 
old record of 4.89, set in Octo-
ber 1954. The city received a 
record 7.47 inches from Carla 
overall. Wind gusts of 50 miles 
per hour were clocked at vari-
ous locales statewide. 

In Chicago, up to 3.5 inches 
quickly fell, flooding viaducts 
and causing the Chicago River 
to rise five feet. Gale warnings 
were eventually posted on 
all of the Great Lakes as the 
storm rolled through Michi-
gan before finally crossing into 
Canada on Sept. 14. 

Some 46 deaths were at-
tributed to Carla, including 
five in Kansas and one in Mis-
souri. Due to its intensity and 
levels of destruction, the name 

Carla was eventually removed 
from the list of Atlantic hurri-
cane names. 

Twelve years before, a Tex-
as hurricane rumbled over 
Springfield in October, 1949, 
producing 1-3 inches of rain 
statewide. 

The remnants of Tropical 
Storm Candy had been down-
graded to a depression by the 
time it reached the Land of 
Lincoln in June 1968, but still 
packed enough punch to drop 
3-5 inches of rain on areas 
north of Springfield. 

In September 1988, Illinois 
endured unsettled weather 
due to the remains of Hurri-
cane Gilbert, one of the most 
destructive Atlantic hurri-
canes ever recorded. Rains left 
over from Hurricane Dennis 
fell over a two-day span across 

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Many kids have big dreams. Some 
know exactly what they want to be 
when they grow up, but others have 
no idea. 

Those who live life and take it by 
the reigns often go down in the histo-
ry books for their accomplishments. 
Never in a million years did John and 
Lucy Lee expect one of their children 
to be one for the history books.

John Thomas Lee married Lucy Al-
meda Bush Sept. 19, 1889, in Edgar 
County. Their child Eber Hamilton 
Lee was born April 18, 1892, into a 
farming family, but he learned early 
farming was not for him.

At the young age of 18, E. Hamil-
ton Lee helped pilot Calbraith Rod-
gers with his Wright Model EX bi-
plane, named the the Vib Fiz, when 
he landed in Chicago attempting the 
first cross-country flight of the Unit-
ed States. This experience changed 
Lee forever and from that point on he 
knew he wanted to be a pilot.

Six years later on June 16, 1916 E. 
Hamilton Lee soloed his first flight. 
His pilot license was signed by none 
other than Orville Wright. 

After attaining his license, Lee went 
barnstorming county fairs, offering 
rides and showing off with acrobatics 
meant to dazzle the crowd. However, it 
did not take long for Lee to realize his 
piloting skills were meant for so much 
more.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

When John Paul Stevens 
was nominated to the Su-
preme Court in the 1970s, he 
steeled himself for a bomb-
shell from his past as a Seventh 
Circuit judge. There, he’d au-
thored a dissent that claimed 
it was legal to prevent married 
women from becoming flight 
attendants at United Airlines. 
That conservative stance infu-
riated members of the wom-
en’s movement and worried 
Stevens’s supporters, who 
warned him to be ready to ex-
plain his seemingly retro opin-
ion during a time of increasing 
civil rights for women. 

Was Stevens too conserva-
tive for the Supreme Court of a 
society that had veered sharply 
to the left? 

As it turned out, the judge 
wasn’t questioned about the 
dissent during his confirma-
tion hearings. And those who 
worried he’d push the Supreme 
Court too far to the right were 
in for a surprise. Appointed by 
a Republican president, the 
Associate Justice got off to a 
conservative start. But, per-
haps more so than any modern 
Supreme Court justice, Ste-
vens embodied change. As the 
third-longest-serving member 
of the Supreme Court, he re-
vised his own views on many 
of the nation’s most pressing 
issues.

At the beginning of his Su-
preme Court career, he up-
held the Second Amendment, 
the death penalty and railed 
against affirmative action. By 
the end, he had done an about-
face on all three. His most 
influential majority opinions 
decriminalized homosexual 
activity and paved the way 
for gay marriage (Lawrence v. 
Texas), upheld the separation 
of church and state (Wallace 
v. Jaffree) and affirmed the le-
gal rights of Guantanamo Bay 
detainees (Rasul v. Bush). He 
even signed on to the Court’s 
controversial affirmation of a 
woman’s right to an abortion 
in Planned Parenthood v. Ca-
sey. 

He also made a name for 
himself through his vigorous 
dissents — often solitary — 
against conservative victo-
ries like Bush v. Gore, which 
settled the 2000 presidential 
election in Bush’s favor, and 
Citizens United v. FEC, which 
prohibited the government 
from limiting independent po-
litical expenditures on behalf 
of political campaigns. After 
his retirement, he called for a 
repeal of the Second Amend-
ment, calling its premise a relic 
of the 18th century. 

The more conservative the 
Supreme Court got, fueled 
by changes in the Republican 
Party, the more liberal Stevens 
became. As the makeup of 
the Court moved farther right 
— like the country at large — 
Republican presidents nom-
inated hard-line justices like 
Antonin Scalia. And over the 
years, the judge’s own opinions 
on issues changed, pushing 
him further and further from 
his initial stances. 

Perhaps the most dramatic 
of the judge’s shifts was his 
attitude toward the death 
penalty. Though Stevens 
claimed that his views had not 
really changed, legal scholar 
Christopher E. Smith argues 
that Stevens’s experience 
investigating corruption 
made the judge acutely 

Just think what our world 
would be like if we had no 
bells from the clanging very 
loud bong 
down to 
the tiniest 
tinkling 
miniature 
ringing. 

Many 
of those 
noise-
makers 
we hardly 
recognize 
as bells 
anymore, but they are 
still around in one form 
or another. Many years 
ago a few of our schools 
in the country had some 
pretty large bells to call the 
kids to school. Of course, 
teachers had hand bells and 
knew how to get the most 
response from them. 

I recollect our teacher 
ringing the hand bell with 
a shaking motion that 
put forth a medium-sized 
peal until she knew all the 
children could hear it. It 
was not wise for tardy kids 
to claim deafness so the 
teacher had to jump up and 
down and ring that bell for 
dear life, however. 

If that ever did happen 
and a kid or two didn’t 
show up, the teacher 
figured that someone 
locked another student in 
the outhouse. The guilty 
party then heard a ringing 
inside their head because of 
getting boxed on the ears. 

The part of someone 
getting locked in the out-
house was known to have 
happened back in the ’30s 
and ’40s, as I have heard 
those stories. I may have 
fabricated the teacher ring-
ing the bell so loud that the 
clapper broke, however. 

Nowadays there are 
still bell sounding noises 
periodically coming from 
speakers inside and outside 
of the buildings. The high 
school sometimes plays 
a chime sounding devise 
so that it will not wake up 
any of the students that are 
asleep. One of two things 
usually happens. 

The teacher knows the 
student was really asleep 

Bells serve 
multiple  
purposes 

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See RAINS, Page 4B

Stevens a 
monument 
to changing 
one’s mind

Hurricane gave record rain

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

Edgar County’s aviation pioneer

Paris received 10.2 inches from Hurricane Audrey in 1957, led to wettest recorded June

See STEVENS, Page 9B

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

PILOT AIMED HIGH DURING CAREER

Special to The Prairie Press

Eber Hamilton Lee shown in a photo while flying an airplane as an aviation instructor for the U.S. military during World War I.

Special to The Prairie Press

Eber Hamilton Lee cuts a dashing figure as he poses for a picture with one of the 
planes he used to train American pilots during World War I.See LEE, Page 4B



4B |  SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHISTORY

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

EXTENSION MASTER 
NATURALISTS GO NATIVE
Edgar County Master Natural-
ists Nancy Hansel, Liz Gough, 
Tammy Hess and Sara Mc-
Crocklin will present a free pro-
gram, “Going Native – Making 
a Difference” 2 p.m. July 28 at 
the Edgar County Historical 
Society Annex Building, 414 N. 
Main Street, Paris. The program 
features the historical garden 
created behind the Eslinger 
Cabin on the historical society 
grounds with native prairie 
plants used by the pioneers and 
needed by pollinators. Discus-
sion will focus on how to use 
such plants in the home garden 
and other ways individuals can 
make a difference.  The mission 
of the Illinois Extension Master 
Naturalist Program is to provide 
science-based educational op-
portunities that connect people 
with nature and help them be-
come engaged environmental 
stewards. Questions about the 
Master Naturalist or Master 
Gardener programs, or general 
horticulture questions, may be 
directed to the Edgar County 
Extension Office, 217-465-8585, 
or visit go.illinois.edu/cce.

RURAL SCHOOL REUNION 
Anyone who attended a one-
room country school in Edgar 
County is invited to attend the 
Rural School Reunion 12:30 
p.m. Aug. 11 at the First Chris-
tian Church in Paris. The cost is 
$14 per person and reserva-
tions must be made and paid 
for by Aug. 5. Contact Marge 
Houghland, 221 Clark Street, 
Paris or call 217-463-7610 or 
217-822-7610

GENEALOGY LIBRARY 
REDUCES HOURS
The Edgar County Genealogy 
Library is reducing its weekly 
schedule to two days per week 
for the remainder of the sum-
mer. The new hours are 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday and Friday from 
now through Sept. 6.

FOOTNOTES

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win 18th row tickets to see
THE EAGLES

plus $1000! Register to
win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

[Type	text]	
	

	

	

	

 Aluminized Riveted CMP Culverts 
 Galvanized CMP/Aluminized CMP 
 Polymeric Double Wall  Pipe 
 In stock-8 inches to 36 inches  
 Lengths:  20 foot to 30 foot long  
 Bands to achieve any length  
 C-200 12.5 ’  x 432’  Woven Fabric 
 C-65 15 ’  x 300 Non Woven Fabric 
 Special  orders available  
 Pick up or Delivery 

	

For	more	information	contact:	
Mike	Spesard	at	217-304-1005	
Steve	Spesard	at	217-304-7218	

Address:	18185	East	200	North	Road	
Ridge	Farm,	IL	61870	

For more information contact:
Mike Spesard at 217-304-1005
Steve Spesard at 217-304-7218

Address: 18185 East 200 North Road
Ridge Farm, IL 61870

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

NEW Bacon Sizzlers 
Rib steak....$9.99/lb

Bacon....4.29/lb
GREAT FOR BLT’S
Mullen Dressing available!

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with

$2
99

Autocraft® 3-pack Microfiber towels

ATO AC246

HOTDEAL
Savings

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. 
Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin for Grand Alaskan Cruise 
& Tour. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your 
Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII
FOUR-ISLAND 
TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, Skagway, and Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit Lahaina, enjoy 
a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
Hawaiian entertainment and food at our 
Farewell Feast. Escorted throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island”

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$1,799*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Speical to The Prairie Press
Eber Hamilton Lee, left, and son Robert E. Lee, right, pose for a 
picture in an United Airlines DC3 cockpit before they take their 
first flight together as pilot and copilot.

LEE
FROM PAGE 3B

His career grew with leaps 
and bounds. With the lack of 
military pilots, the Army Signal 
Corps relied on civilian pilots 
as instructors. Lee jumped at 
the chance to do it for his coun-
try and served as an instructor 
for the aviation wing of the 
Signal Corps from June 1917 
to December 1918. He taught 
numerous pilots the ins and 
outs of aviation. 

In 1918 with no radio or 
parachute on board, Lee made 
the first Air Mail Run for the 
United States Post Office. It 
was a risky career move be-
cause the life expectancy of 
an airmail pilot was only three 
years at that time. Workplace 
accidents claimed the lives of 
31 of the first 40 pilots hired.

Lee was also part of the first 
pilot strike by airmail pilots. 
The strike’s goal was to make 
the flights safer. Most of the 
pilots still had their jobs when 
the strike ended but the jobs 
were not much safer. 

Eber Hamilton Lee contin-
ued flying mail for Boeing Air 
Transport until 1949. By that 
time Boeing had become Unit-
ed Airlines and he had many 
memorable moments. One 
that stuck out the most is when 
he flew an airmail mission in a 
DC3 as the captain and his son 
Robert E. Lee was the copilot.

Affectionately known as 
“Ham,” Lee was called the 
flyingest man in the world 
when he retired in 1949. He 
was United Airlines most se-
nior captain. 

Upon his retirement Lee had 
amassed an amazing 4.4 mil-
lion air miles flown in 27,812 
hours. A record that still stands 
among pilots today and one 
that may never be broken. An-
other feat is he was the captain 
on every single flight he was a 

and not just resting their head 
on their hand as they are 
deeply involved in written or 
reading work and take whatev-
er action is needed. The other 
is more exciting to both the 
teacher and the sleeper when a 
fellow student pokes the sleep-
ing party in the ribs or knocks 
their books on the floor. 

I am mighty thankful for 
those kind of friends who help 
me keep the students awake as 
long as the offended student 
doesn’t wake with too loud of 
a shout. I wonder if that is in 
part due to the affects of the 
Common Core curriculum we 
are so blessed with. 

Many farms had dinner 
bells, and the community 
around the Flemington, South 
Union and Bell Ridge area was 
known for all of the bell ringing 
when there was an emergency 
or dinner or supper was ready. 
I am sure the housewives who 

went to so much trouble to fix 
meals preferred their family eat 
it while it was hot. 

I remember the saying by 
the mother, “Come and get it, 
or I am going to feed it to the 
hogs.” I’ll bet that happened a 
time or two, but not so much 
to the same people. 

Rosie used to ring our din-
ner bell when we worked near-
by on the farm, and I knew I 
needed to get right inside.

The old alarm clock was 
a device that endured many 
slams and throws when a per-
son really did not realize it was 
time to quit snoozing and get 
out of bed. It was more likely to 
happen on those very cold or 
wet and dreary days. 

Many people of the older 
generation had an established 
time to get up, and they didn’t 
need that fool alarm clock to 
ring because they got in the 
habit of getting up when it 
started getting light about five 
o’clock. I know if we don’t set 
the alarm we keep waking up 

anyway and not sleeping worth 
a darn. 

The most important of all 
the bells is the one that is found 
deep inside the head and heart, 
just like a light bulb when one 
feels something is very wrong. 
Many times I sense a call to 
duty and try to answer that call 
with the utmost diligence and 
timeliness. 

Maybe it rings when others 
around do not hear it and are 
having the time of their lives, 
but if that bell sounds, one has 
to think, now wait a minute 
something is wrong here. 

Is this what life is all about 
and are we missing the most 
important things that God 
rings our bell for? Sometimes 
it is very good when it rings in 
our mind and soul and we can 
respond by sharing that joy 
with others, but we may have 
to explain ourselves. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at 
rstanley1937@hotmail.com.) 

the state in July 2005. 
One of the more drastic 

storm remnants to hit Illinois 
came on Sept. 14, 2008, when 
the remains of Hurricane Ike 
dumped 4-6 inches of rainfall 
statewide, including five inch-
es in Decatur and 7.08 inches 
at the Quad Cities Interna-
tional Airport. 

In some locales south of 
Interstate 70, gusts of 50-60 
miles per hour were report-

ed. The downpour from Ike 
caused Interstate 280 to be 
closed briefly near Milan in 
northwestern Illinois. In cen-
tral Illinois, Illinois Route 4 
near Carlinville was closed for 
several hours when Ike’s rem-
nants dropped enough rain to 
flood a viaduct north of town. 

When Ike hit, parts of Il-
linois were still bailing out 
from what was left of Hurri-
cane Gustav, which struck the 
state on Labor Day weekend 
and passed between Spring-
field and Decatur. Some 2-4 

inches of rain were measured 
along Interstate 55. One per-
son was killed by a lightning 
strike from the storm in Shel-
by County. 

More recently, what was 
left of Hurricane Irma, one 
of the strongest storms of the 
2017 hurricane season, pro-
duced light rain in central and 
southern parts of Illinois that 
fall. In early September, 2018, 
the last of Hurricane Gordon 
swamped several cities in 
southwestern Illinois with up 
to nine inches of rain. 

RAINS
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

Early airmail pilots flew open 
cockpit biplanes in all kinds 
of weather. This photo shows 
Eber Hamilton Lee in his pro-
tective flight suit against the 
cold before starting an airmail 
flight.

part of and never sat in the co-
pilot seat.

Eber Hamilton Lee expe-
rienced another exciting mo-
ment for his 100 birthday. Pilot 
Clay Lacy with his DC3 paint-
ed up in United Airline colors 
and with hostesses in vintage 
uniforms let the great Ham Lee 
sit in the captain’s chair and fly 
the DC3 from San Bernardino 
to Van Nuys where a gala by 
the Postal Service and the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
honored Lee.

His final flight came after 
his Oct. 13, 1994, death. He 
did not want a service  but 
the United Airlines Museum 
did so anyway. Lee’s body was 
cremated and was interred be-
tween his father’s and mother’s 
graves in Cayuga, N.D., leaving 
behind the notion that when it 
comes to dreaming, the sky is 
definitely not the limit.

REUSE
the news
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Trump administration officials an-
nounced a new alliance with U.S. part-
ners focused on religious freedom and 
new sanctions against foreign military 
officials supporting countries the U.S. 
considers to be instigators of religious 
persecution.

The developments Thursday, July 18, 
were among the highlights of the last day 
of the State Department’s Ministerial to 
Advance Religious Freedom. Foreign 
ministers also took turns stating ways 
their nations are working to affirm reli-
gious liberty. That followed two days of 
meetings where survivors shared their 
stories of persecution and some of the 
almost 900 religious leaders and activ-
ists in attendance made plans to foster 
interfaith understanding.

Before a gathering of representatives 
of 106 countries, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo announced plans to create the 
International Religious Freedom Alli-
ance.

“We hope that this new vehicle — the 
first-ever international body devoted to 
this specific topic – will build on efforts 
to date and bring like-minded countries 
together to confront challenges of inter-
national religious freedom,” he said. “It 
will provide a space for the work that we 
do here to flourish throughout the year.”

Vice President Mike Pence, speaking 
later in the day, announced the U.S. had 
placed sanctions on two leaders of Irani-
an-backed militias, groups he said have 
terrorized the people of the Nineveh 
Plain, a region of northern Iraq where 
religious minorities, including Chris-
tians and Yazidis, are persecuted.

“The United States stands with all 
victims of religious persecution and 
the American people have them in our 
hearts — and in our prayers,” said Pence.

Earlier in the week, the administration 
placed designations on several military 
officials in Myanmar, preventing them 
from entering the United States due 
to what the State Department said was 
their involvement in the ethnic cleansing 
of Rohingya, a Muslim ethnic minority 
with some 700,000 members who have 

been forced into refugee camps in neigh-
boring Bangladesh.

President Trump also met with a cou-
ple dozen survivors of religious violence 
in the Oval Office on Wednesday.

Over the course of the three days, 
speakers hailed religious freedom vic-
tories that had occurred since the first 
ministerial a year ago. That included the 
release of Pastor Andrew Brunson, an 
American evangelical detained in Tur-
key for two years.

During a Thursday luncheon for 
heads of delegations, he prayed for those 
gathered, saying, “I bless you in the 
name of my king, Jesus Christ.”

Earlier in the week, summit attendees 
heard the story of Asia Bibi, a Pakistani 
Christian woman who was acquitted of 
blasphemy.

Many of the survivors of religious vio-
lence who spoke at the summit remind-
ed attendees of those who remain perse-
cuted for their faith across the world.

“I want you all to know that there are 
200 more Asia Bibis in jail accused of the 
blasphemy law in Pakistan today,” said 
Shaan Taseer, the son of a Pakistani gov-
ernor who was killed for supporting Bibi 
and for urging eradication of Pakistan’s 
blasphemy laws. “And these are only the 
reported cases.”

Taseer, who lives in Canada, asked 
Ambassador-at-Large for International 
Religious Freedom Sam Brownback, 

sitting in the front row during Taseer’s 
remarks, to bring up the plight of those 
jailed for blasphemy during the upcom-
ing White House visit of Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan.

“We’ll take your message on up for 
the meeting with the president and 
prime minister this weekend,” Brown-
back assured Taseer.

Critics have questioned whether the 
first ministerial, which issued a declara-
tion and a plan of action addressing reli-
gious freedom, had accomplished much.

Mark Weitzman, director of govern-
ment affairs for the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, said the second ministerial was 
very substantive.

He pointed particularly to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi joining with for-
mer U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf, the architect 
of the 1998 International Religious 
Freedom Act, in condemning China’s 
actions against numerous religious 
groups, including Catholics, Tibetan 
Buddhists and Uighur Muslims.

“Unless we are willing to speak out 
against human rights and violations of 
religious freedom in China, we lose all 
moral authority to talk about it any other 
place in the world,” Pelosi said as she sat 
onstage with Wolf at a summit session.

Numerous speakers, from scholars 
to envoys of religious freedom to clergy, 
called for making legislative changes 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SAINT-MARY-OF-THE-
WOODS – Sister Emily Tekol-
ste is deepening her commit-
ment to the faith and the Sisters 
of Providence.

“I love being a Sister of 
Providence,” said TeKolste. “I 
love being a young sister in the 
world today.”  

Three years ago, she knocked 
on the front door of Provi-
dence Hall at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods and was welcomed 
as a postulant. The Carmel, In-
diana, native entered the novi-
tiate in 2017 and this past year, 
as a mission novice, she taught 
theology and sociology at Bish-
op McNamara Catholic School 
in Kankakee.

TeKolste professed first 
vows with the Sisters of Prov-
idence June 30 in the Church 
of the Immaculate Conception 

at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. 
During the ceremony, she was 
presented the symbol of the 
Congregation, a white cross 
with a black symbol to repre-
sent Christ in the world. It is 
described by some as the white 
cross of gladness and is the 
symbol worn by all professed 
sisters as a sign of their vowed 
commitment to God and 
neighbor.

First vows, as the name im-
plies, is just part of the process 
and TeKolste now continues to 
discern the call to religious life 
as a Sister of Providence on the 
path to perpetual profession of 
vows.

“I felt really loved and sup-
ported as family and friends 
and Sisters of Providence came 
to help me celebrate my com-
mitment,” TeKolste said. “I had 
a few friends come in the day 
before from different parts of 

my life. It was an opportunity 
for several folks to meet each 
other and spend some time to-
gether – that was especially fun 
and meaningful.”

As TeKolste continues down 
her path, she will be mentored 
by Sisters Paula Damiano, Lisa 
Stallings and the Congrega-
tion’s New Membership Team. 

“I am excited to begin dis-
cerning with my mentor what 
pieces to include in my person-
al plan for growth and transfor-
mation,” said Tekolste. “I feel 
like I have a little more freedom 
to direct my ongoing growth 
while still having some extra 
support and opportunities to 
reconnect at the Woods.”

Sisters of Providence Gener-
al Officer Jenny Howard, who 
ministers as the liaison to the 
New Membership Team, said 
the Congregation is always wel-
coming new women wishing to 

join the mission. 
“We’re very blessed to have 

new members so that togeth-
er we can carry forward God’s 
mission in our world,” said 

Howard.
Saint Mother Theodore 

Guerin founded the Sisters of 
Providence in 1840 at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods. Today, 

the Sisters of Providence minis-
ters through works of love, mer-
cy and justice in 17 states, the 
District of Columbia and Asia. 
The Congregation of nearly 
275 women collaborates with 
others to create a more just 
and hope-filled world through 
prayer, education, service and 
advocacy.

After taking first vows, Te-
Kolste is changing ministries 
and her local living community 
having been assigned to a new 
ministry on the East Coast.

“I will be living in Maryland 
with Sister Marilyn Baker and 
Sister Clelia Cecchetti and 
working at NETWORK in 
Washington, D.C., as a Grass-
roots Mobilization Specialist,” 
TeKolste said.

NETWORK was founded 
by Catholic Sisters and the or-
ganization promotes justice re-
lated issues.  

Postulant becomes sister with 

The Good 
Samaritan 
an example 
to us today

Hello everyone.
Now we are in the heat 

wave. Thank goodness for 
air condi-
tioning. 
Let us 
reach out 
to those 
who don’t 
have it 
and help 
them to 
cool off as 
well. That 
is being a 

Good Samaritan.
I believe that we are 

very divided as a nation. 
When it comes to politics 
and religion, it can reach a 
boiling point very quickly. 
Remember the good old 
days when we respected 
each other even though we 
disagreed?  

I was fortunate and 
blessed to have both sets 
of grandparents in my life 
until I was 13, and then we 
lost my Grandpa Wood.   

Grandpa and Grandma 
Stahl were very active 
Democrats, and Grandpa 
and Grandma Wood were 
very active Republicans. 
But through all the family 
dinners and holidays we 
spent with each other, I 
never heard them argue 
or get upset with each 
other, even though they 
disagreed.  

We were all family, and 
we loved each other. They 
even disagreed about 
baseball teams. Grandpa 
Stahl was a devoted Cub 
fan, and I was (and still am) 
a devoted Cardinal fan. We 
joked good-naturedly with 
each other, but it never got 
vicious.  

It’s sad we can’t remain 
friends even though we 
may disagree on some 
things.

Remember the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan. A 
Jewish man was beaten and 
left for dead by the side of 
the road, and his brothers 
in the faith, the priest and 
the Levite, just walked on 
by. Then a despised Samari-
tan, as Jesus called him, 
stopped to help.  

He gave of himself, his 
talents, his time and his 
money. He never thought 
about walking on by just 
because this man was of a 
different faith. He just saw 
a man who needed help. 
That’s all there was to it.

Let us go and do likewise.
God bless all of you.
 (Jeff Stahl is the pastor at 

Otterbein United Methodist 
Church in Paris and the 
Vermilion United Method-
ist Church. Email him at 
jvern63@yahoo.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

JEFF
STAHL
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Religious freedom summit ends

See LANDING, Page 6B

5 spiritual 
facts about 
the moon 
landing
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Where humans go, faith 
seems to follow. It’s no less 
true of NASA’s first manned 
mission to land on the 
moon, when astronauts Neil 
Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin and Michael Collins 
made their way farther into 
the heavens than anyone 
had gone before.

Here are five faith facts 
about the moon landing, 
which half a century later 
still inspires awe and won-
der in people of all faiths and 
no faith.

ALDRIN TOOK COMMUNION 
ABOARD THE EAGLE LUNAR 
LANDER

When Aldrin first floated 
the idea of celebrating Com-
munion during the Apollo 
11 mission to the moon, 
NASA administrators re-
sponded with skepticism. 
The agency had already 
fended off a lawsuit filed 
after astronauts broadcast 
themselves reading from 
the Book of Genesis during 
the Apollo 8 mission, which 
atheist activist Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair derided as a 
violation of the separation of 
church and state. (Her case 
was ultimately dismissed.)

But Aldrin, who later de-
scribed the mission as, “part 
of God’s eternal plan for 
man,” was insistent, and offi-
cials eventually granted him 
permission to hold a service 
under the condition that he 
keep it quiet. 

Aldrin then approached 
the pastor of his church — 
the Rev. Dean Woodruff 
of Webster Presbyterian 
Church near Houston — 
about the idea, where the 
questions shifted from legal 
to theological.

Although Aldrin was an 
ordained Presbyterian el-
der, it was unclear whether 
he was allowed to oversee 
Communion on his own. 
But when his pastor asked 
the Presbyterian Church’s 
stated clerk, one of the high-
est positions in the denom-
ination, the official offered 
a quick yes. Woodruff then 
procured a small silver cup 
for Aldrin to carry into orbit, 
making sure it fit the weight 
requirements.

The plan finally came to 
fruition shortly after the 
Eagle lunar lander touched 
down on the moon on July 
20, 1969. Sitting next to 
Armstrong, Aldrin pulled 
out the chalice, wine and 
bread from his personal 
preference kit, then spoke 
into the radio.

“This is the LM pilot,” he 
said, referring to the lunar 
module. “I would like to 
take this opportunity to ask 
every person listening in, 
whoever and wherever they 
may be, to pause for a mo-
ment and contemplate the 

Special to The Prairie Press

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo Thursday announced plans to create the 
International Religious Freedom Alliance, Over the course of the three days of the 
summit, speakers hailed religious freedom victories that had occurred since the first 
ministerial a year ago, including the release of Pastor Andrew Brunson, who was held 
prisoner in Turkey for two years.

Special to The Prairie Press

Sister Emily TeKolste displays the symbol of her commitment 
as a Sister of Providence – the white cross of gladness. She re-
ceived the cross June 30 after professing first vows as a Sister 
of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.

Special to The Prairie Press

Manping Ouyang, a Christian survivor of the Chinese Communist Party’s religious persecution, stands after being acknowl-
edged by Vice President Mike Pence, at the Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom in Washington Thursday, July 18. 

See SUMMIT, Page 6B

Too often, we let 
disagreements 
end relationships

Persecution survivors 
speak of victories and 
harrowing dangers 

Sister Emily TeKolste takes first vows, looks forward to continuing service, life at St. Mary-of-the-Woods
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events of the past few hours 
and to give thanks in his or her 
own way.”

Aldrin took a moment to 
read silently from John 15:5, 
which he had scrawled on a 
3-by-5-inch card: “I am the 
vine, you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me, and 
I in him, will bear much fruit; 
for you can do nothing without 
me.”

The astronaut then set about 
performing the Christian rit-
ual alone (Armstrong did not 
partake), making him the first 
person to celebrate a religious 
rite on a heavenly body other 
than Earth.

“I poured the wine into the 
chalice our church had given 
me,” he recalled in a 1970 ar-
ticle for Guideposts magazine. 
“In the one-sixth gravity of the 
moon the wine curled slowly 
and gracefully up the side of 
the cup. It was interesting to 
think that the very first liquid 
ever poured on the moon, and 
the first food eaten there, were 
communion elements.”

THE “CHURCH OF THE ASTRO-
NAUTS” STILL CELEBRATES 
LUNAR COMMUNION SUNDAY

Webster Presbyterian 
Church still celebrates Lunar 
Communion Sunday every 
year on the Sunday closest to 
the July 20 anniversary of the 
moon landing.

According to the Presbyteri-
an Church (USA) Office of the 
General Assembly, Webster 
Presbyterian has been called 
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toward greater religious lib-
erty. They also called for in-
creased interfaith education 
and personal relationships 
across divides of faith.

“What purpose is served 
by human forays into outer 
space if we’re still incapable 
of understanding our fellow 
global citizens, our neighbors 
and even ourselves here on 
earth?” asked Shaykh Abdul-
lah Bin Bayyah, president of 
the Abu Dhabi-based Forum 
for Promoting Peace in Mus-
lim Societies. His remarks, 
spoken in Arabic, were trans-
lated by Sheikh Hamza Yusuf, 
co-founder of Zaytuna Col-
lege in Berkeley, Calif.

Texas evangelical minis-

ter Bob Roberts, who took 
part in a Wednesday panel 
discussion with Rabbi David 
Saperstein, former U.S. in-
ternational religious freedom 
ambassador, and Imam Mo-
hamed Magid, a former pres-
ident of the Islamic Society 
of North America, suggested 
ways Christians, Jews and 
Muslims could get to know 
each other in their local com-
munities. He advocated for 
visiting each other’s houses 
of worship and dining in each 
other’s homes and later said 
summit participants seemed 
to be interested in replicating 
the ideas.

“I’ve got a pocket full of 
cards,” he said in an interview, 
later that day, of the business 
cards he received just after 
he spoke from people from 

countries like India, Malaysia 
and Indonesia. “Declarations 
are nice. Laws are necessary. 
But without grassroots, it 
means nothing at all.”

Several follow-up events 
focused on religious freedom 
were announced during the 
ministerial.

Callista Gingrich, U.S. am-
bassador to the Holy See, an-
nounced at a Wednesday re-
ception that, as a result of the 
ministerial, there would be 
a joint symposium in Rome 
on Oct. 2 on the role of faith-
based groups in protecting 
religious freedom, providing 
humanitarian aid and com-
bating human trafficking.

Pompeo said Albania, Co-
lombia and Morocco are also 
planning to host regional con-
ferences soon.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — A 
Sister of Providence from 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods was 
among 70 Catholic sisters, 
clergy and parishioners arrest-
ed Thursday, July 18, in Wash-
ington, D.C., during a protest 
of the Trump administration’s 
immigration policies and its 
treatment of migrants.

Sister Barbara Battista was 
among those arrested, said Di-
ane Weidenbenner, director 
of marketing and communica-

tions with the Sisters of Provi-
dence in Terre Haute.

"She is our justice promoter," 
said Weidenbenner.

 Other Sisters of Providence 
and associates also went to 
Washington to participate in 
the day of action.

"They are standing up for the 
plight of immigrants and their 
families," Weidenbenner said.

Battista was one of those on 
the floor forming the shape of 
the cross. Video of the protest 
and arrests can be found on so-
cial media.

In conjunction with the pro-
test in Washington, "We had 
our own prayer service here [in 
Terre Haute]," Weidenbenner 
said.

The Sisters of Providence, 
on their Facebook page, posted 
earlier Thursday:

"Sister Barbara Battista, 
along with over 70 Catholic 
and other faith leaders, is risk-
ing arrest in an act of civil dis-
obedience to bring attention 
to inhumane conditions, espe-
cially for children, in migrant 
detention centers.

"The plight of children and 
families forced from their 
homelands, risking death in the 
desert and imprisonment in 
horrific conditions upon entry 
to the United States seeking ref-
uge, demands action," accord-
ing to the Sisters of Providence 
Facebook page.

Battista is quoted as saying, 
“I can’t just sit by and watch 
such cruel and inhumane treat-
ment of children at our border. 
They cry out for justice, and 
here’s my part to try to make a 
difference.”

the church of the astronauts. 
It’s been the spiritual home of 
many astronauts and employ-
ees from the nearby Johnson 
Space Center, including John 
Glenn, one of NASA’s original 
Mercury Seven astronauts and 
the first American to orbit the 
Earth, and Jack Kinzler, who 
engineered the American flag 
Aldrin and Armstrong planted 
on the moon so it would wave 
in space.

Aldrin’s celebration of Com-
munion aboard the Eagle as an 
extension of the congregation 
is one of the milestones in the 
church’s 126-year history, ac-
cording to its website.

To this day, Lunar Commu-
nion Sunday at Webster Pres-
byterian includes a reading of a 
passage from Psalm 8: “When 
I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; What is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and 
the son of man, that thou visit-
est him?” The passage was one 
of two Aldrin read in space, 
and Webster Presbyterian had 
read it during its service on the 
day of the moon landing, ac-
cording to a 2014 report in the 
Houston Chronicle.

Clay Anderson, a retired as-
tronaut who served aboard the 
International Space Station, 
will preach at this year’s anni-
versary celebration, according 
to the church website.

The church also displays a 
replica of the chalice Aldrin 
used. The real one is in a bank 
vault, according to the Chron-
icle.

THE POPE BLESSED THE APOLLO 
11 ASTRONAUTS

Like millions of people 
around the world, the pope at 

the time, St. Paul VI, watched 
the moon landing on television.

The pope, however, had 
a special vantage point. He 
watched it at the Vatican 
Observatory, even peering 
through its primary telescope 
to view the moon where the 
astronauts stood, impercep-
tible even to the powerful in-
strument, according to the Vat-
ican Observatory Foundation 
website.

He then greeted and blessed 
the astronauts in English:

“Here, from His Observa-
tory at Castel Gandolfo, near 
Rome, Pope Paul the Sixth is 
speaking to you astronauts.

“Honour, greetings and 
blessings to you, conquerors 
of the Moon, pale lamp of our 
nights and (our) dreams! Bring 
to her, with your living pres-
ence, the voice of the spirit, a 
hymn to God, our Creator and 
our Father.

“We are close to you, with 
our good wishes and with our 
prayers. Together with the 
whole Catholic Church, Pope 
(Paul) the Sixth salutes you.”

The pope later met the 
Apollo 11 astronauts and their 
wives at the Vatican.

THERE WAS AN APOLLO PRAYER 
LEAGUE.

Although Aldrin kept his 
Communion on the moon 
quiet for years, he had spiritual 
backup.

When O’Hair filed her law-
suit alleging Apollo 8 astro-
nauts violated the U.S. Consti-
tution’s establishment clause by 
reading from the Book of Gen-
esis while in orbit, a group that 
called itself the Apollo Prayer 
League leapt to the astronauts’ 
defense. The League eventually 
accrued more than 8 million 

signatures and letters champi-
oning the religious freedom of 
astronauts, according to Wired.

The group was formed years 
earlier by NASA’s then-chap-
lain, a scientist and Presbyteri-
an minister named John Max-
well Stout, and his wife, Helen, 
in the wake of the Apollo 1 fire 
that killed three astronauts. The 
final wishes of one of the felled 
astronauts, Ed White II, includ-
ed putting a Bible on the moon, 
a mission Stout took up in his 
honor.

THE BIBLE GOT TO THE MOON 
(EVENTUALLY)

Aldrin brought a scrap of 
Scripture with him to the lu-
nar surface, likely because a 
full printed copy of the holy 
book did not fit within NASA’s 
stringent weight requirements. 
The Apollo Prayer League, de-
termined to land a Bible on the 
moon, created microfilm ver-
sions of the Bible.

Even so, landing one on 
Earth’s natural satellite proved 
tricky. The first two attempts 
failed: Apollo 12 astronauts 
mistakenly stowed a single 
microfilm Bible in the orbiter 
instead of the lander, and while 
Apollo 13 also carried micro-
film Bibles aboard (reportedly 
presented to the astronauts by 
then-U.S. Rep. George H.W. 
Bush), that mission famously 
never landed on the moon due 
to a mechanical malfunction.

Astronaut Edgar Mitchell, 
however, managed to lug 100 
microfilm Bibles to the surface 
of the moon with him during 
the Apollo 14 mission and re-
turned them to Earth.

The Bibles survive to this day 
and are often subject to heated 
bidding wars at auction, each 
fetching as much as $50,000.

Sister arrested during D.C. protest for migrants’ rights
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Tobacco users cannot make 
an excuse of not knowing 
smoking or the use of e-cig-
arettes and similar devices is 
prohibited in the grandstands 
at the Edgar County Fair.

New aluminum signs are 
mounted within the grand-
stands prominently declaring 
the use of any tobacco prod-
ucts, including e-cigarettes, 
JUUL or similar devices are 
banned. A laminated sign 
carrying the same message is 
displayed at the box office as 
an early warning not to use 
tobacco in the grandstand. 
Additional signs are in the con-
fined spaces of the fairground 
restrooms.

The push for getting tobac-
co related products out of the 
grandstands is a joint effort 
between the fair board and the 
Edgar County Health Depart-
ment (ECHD). 

“This is our first commu-
nity partnership,” said Brandi 
Eaton, health educator, at the 
ECHD.

She explained the health de-
partment received an Illinois 
Tobacco Free Communities 
Grant from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Health. The grant is 
funding the effort and paying 
for the six aluminum signs at 
the grandstands.

Eaton said the focus of the 
tobacco free communities 
grant for fiscal year 2020 is 
increasing the amount of out-

door spaces that are smoke 
free. The fair is the first site for a 
cooperative effort.

The grandstand has been 
tobacco free for some time, 
but Eaton said only a few signs 
conveying that information 
were posted and those were 
getting worn and faded. The 
older signs are also from a time 
before vaping, e-cigarettes and 
other electronic smoking tech-
nology so it was time to update 
with something more notice-
able and more permanent.

According to the Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the use of cigarettes 
reached an all time low in 2018 
with an estimated 14 percent 
of the adult U.S. population 
smoking. That is a significant 

decrease from 1965 when an 
estimated 42 percent of adults 
smoked cigarettes.

Despite the decline, ciga-
rettes cause 480,000 American 
deaths annually, and another 16 
million Americans suffer from 
some smoking-related illness. 

Tobacco use is heaviest in 
the Midwest where 23.5 per-
cent of the adult population 
smokes. That is reflected in 
the most recent Illinois Youth 
Survey of Edgar County stu-
dents where 31 percent of re-
sponding high school seniors 
reported the use of tobacco 
products, including vaping, in 
the prior year. The numbers for 
the other grades polled were 27 
percent of 10th grade students 
and 16 percent for those in the 

eighth grade.
Increased use of electron-

ic smoking devices concerns 
health officials. Eaton said 
the public needs to be aware 
that tobacco products are ex-
empted from Food and Drug 
Administration oversight so 
tobacco companies and com-
panies that manufacture elec-
tronic smoking devices are un-
der no obligation to be truthful 
in advertising.

Early advertising of e-cig-
arettes claimed the product 
produces only water vapor, but 
independent analysis shows 
that is not true.

“It’s not vapor,” said Eaton. 
“It’s an aerosol. Tobacco com-
panies like vaping because it 
sounds safer instead of telling 

people they are putting an 
aerosol into their bodies. They 
are really full of carcinogens, 
heavy metals and chemicals 
like benzene and formalde-
hyde.”

She emphasized when peo-
ple do vaping they are ingest-
ing all of that toxic material into 
their lungs, and then spreading 
it out for others to breathe 
when they exhale.

“It’s still second hand 
smoke,” said Eaton. “Even 
brief exposure to second hand 
smoke is known to cause dam-
age to the heart, lungs and 
blood vessels.”

As an unregulated industry, 
vaping products downplay the 
presence of nicotine, but Eaton 

Grandstand is smoke-free

Horizon 
Health 
opens new 
program

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health has a 
new program for patients 
who have chronic breathing 
conditions.

The Pulmonary Rehabil-
itation Program combines 
exercise, education and 
support to help partici-
pants learn to breathe and 
function at the highest lev-
el possible. The outpatient 
program is run by Horizon 
Health’s Respiratory Thera-
py Department, in conjunc-
tion with cardiac rehabilita-
tion.

“Living with a chronic 
respiratory problem can be 
extremely limiting to a per-
son’s life,” said Mike Marx, 
respiratory therapy manag-
er. “This new program offers 
a friendly group environ-
ment where patients partic-
ipate in supervised exercise, 
learn to cope with their 
condition and improve their 
quality of life. Additionally, 
pulmonary rehabilitation 
has been proven to reduce 
the rate at which patients are 
readmitted to the hospital.”

To qualify for the pro-
gram, a patient must be 
diagnosed with a respira-
tory condition that causes 
a significant limitation or 
handicap. This may include 
chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease (COPD), con-
gestive heart failure (CHF), 
asthma, pulmonary fibrosis 
or lung cancer, to name a 
few. These conditions often 
limit a person’s social and lei-
sure activities, employment 
and personal independence. 
The program is designed to 
help patients regain control 
of their everyday activities 
that have been limited due 
to breathing difficulties.

“This program offers 
hope for patients to rebuild 
their strength and enjoy a 
more full, active life,” Marx 
said. “It can also improve 
lung function and reduce 
the severity of symptoms.”

Respiratory therapists 

Blood 
pressure &  
the healthy 
person
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Monitoring blood pres-
sure is a simple yet import-
ant thing 
to do at 
home. But 
what does 
a blood 
pressure 
reading 
mean and 
how is it 
accurately 
measured?

Blood 
pressure is the force of 
blood flowing through 
blood vessels. There are 
two numbers–systolic and 
diastolic.

The systolic reading is the 
top number, which is the 
pressure in the blood vessels 
when the heart is contract-
ing. The diastolic reading is 
the bottom number, which 
is the pressure of the blood 
vessels when the heart is 
at rest. There is a range of 
numbers for a normal blood 
pressure and a range for 
elevated, Stage 1, Stage 2 
and hypertensive crisis.

The goal for a normal 
blood pressure reading is 
less than 120/80. An elevat-
ed blood pressure reading 
is a systolic number of 120-
129 and a diastolic number 
less than 90. 

A systolic number of 
130-139, or a diastolic 
number of 80-89, is Stage 
1 hypertension. A systolic 
number of at least 140, or a 
diastolic number at of least 
90, is considered Stage 2 
hypertension.

Hypertensive crisis is a 
systolic number over 180, 
and/or a diastolic number 
over 120, and requires im-
mediate medical attention.

It is important to choose 
the right type of home 
blood pressure monitor. 
Wrist monitors are not rec-
ommended, as they can be 
unreliable, and make sure 
the blood pressure cuffs fit 
correctly. A cuff that is too 
small can cause false high 
readings. A cuff that is too 
large can cause false low 
readings.

A new blood pressure 
machine should also be tak-
en to a healthcare provider 
to validate the readings are 

See BEEWELL, Page 8BSee PROGRAM, Page 9B

See SMOKING, Page 8B

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris area residents were reminded of 
the dangers of heat for the elderly when 
a local man whose bedroom was in an 
attic died from heatstroke.

The 66-year-old man, David W. 
Long, was using the air conditioner in 
his car to cool down. It was estimat-
ed temperatures in the non-aircon-
ditioned attic consistently exceeded 
140 degrees during the heat spell on 
July 3. 

Extreme heat can be a killer. In fact, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), more 
than 600 people die each year in the 
U.S. due to extreme heat — often from 
heatstroke, which occurs when the 
body’s temperature reaches 104 de-
grees or higher. 

But often people don’t realize how 
dangerous extreme heat can be. 

“It doesn’t come in toppling down 
trees or damaging homes,” said Mi-
chelle Hawkins chief of the National 
Weather Service’s Severe, Fire, Public, 
and Winter Weather Services Branch. 
“It’s not the type of thing you can see 
coming at you, but it’s still very deadly 
and very dangerous.”

Average temperatures have been 
rising in recent years — June 2019 
was the hottest June ever recorded 
worldwide—and stretches of abnor-
mal heat seem to be more common 
these days.

A major report from the federal 
government’s U.S. Global Change Re-
search Program found heat waves — or 
six consecutive days of extremely high 
temperatures — have been increasing 
in frequency since the 1960s. They’re 
expected to continue being more fre-
quent and more intense.  

The heat can affect anyone, but older 
adults, young children and people with 

chronic illnesses are most at risk for se-
rious problems. 

There’s no temperature that’s consid-
ered the threshold for danger. That’s in 
part because humidity also needs to be 
considered: The more humid the air, 
the longer it takes for sweat to evapo-
rate, and it’s the evaporation process 
that helps the body cool down.

The heat index — a term one might 
hear in a weather report — is a measure 
of how hot it feels outside when factor-
ing in humidity and temperature.

Persons who live in warmer climates 
are acclimated to higher temperatures 
than those in colder regions, Hawkins 
noted. What’s considered normal in 
those areas might be unusually hot in 
another.

To get heat and humidity informa-
tion and forecasts for specific areas, 
check the local news or go to the Na-
tional Weather Service’s website and 
type in a ZIP code.  

Doing so may provide information 
about one or more kinds of tempera-
ture cautions. 

A heat advisory signals that a high 
heat index is forecast for the next one 
to two days based on the area’s usual 
climate. 

An excessive heat warning means 
a high heat index will linger for two 
days or longer, according to Hawkins. 
A heat advisory is triggered at a low-
er heat index than an excessive heat 
warning. 

Staying safe during a heat wave 

DONNA
KERNS
BEEWELL
COLUMN

See HEAT, Page 8B

Pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
helps patients with 
chronic breathing 
problems

 

Treang minor, non-emergency health condions  

362 days a year. 
(Closed Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas) 

1 Phipps Lane, Paris (across from the industrial park) 

Mon−Fri: 9am to 7pm 
Weekends: 10am to 6pm  

Fair Board and Edgar County Health Department ban tobacco products after Department of Health grant
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JODI, heart attack and stroke survivor.

You might not see or feel its symptoms, but the results – a heart attack or stroke – are far from invisible or silent.  
If you’ve come off your treatment plan, get back on it, or talk with your doctor to create a new exercise,  

diet and medication plan that works better for you.

Go to LowerYourHBP.org before it’s too late.

THIS IS WHAT HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE LOOKS LIKE.

I l l i n o i s  E x t e n s i o n  a n d  E d g a r  C o .  4 - HSunday, July 28 at  2:00pm

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

 University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585.

GOING NATIVE
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Edgar County Historical Society Annex Building

Edgar  County  Master  Naturalists  invite

you  to  a  free  workshop  on  being

pollinator  friendly .  

Tour  their  historical  garden !

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

$700

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

1150 GUNS AT AUCTION 
SUNDAY JULY 21ST 9:00 AM • 2601 LAKE LAND BLVD, MATTOON, IL

Ron Baker, FFL (217)273-5056
Bauer Auction Service, LLC.  Lic. #440000242 (217) 259-5956

Outstanding Estate Collections – 2 Auction Rings - Colt .40-60-260 large frame lightning, nickel, J.R.H. Jr. col-
lection; Parker V grade .410 double; Winchester 1866 .44 musket; Winchester 1886 .40-82; Several outstanding
Drillings & Cape Guns; German stalking rifle; Nice prewar custom Mauser rifle; Winchester 62A Gallery roll die; Win-
chester Express rifle; Maynard Civil War SRC, extremely nice; S. Grant .500 double rifle; Marlin Bullard .40-70; Win-
chester 42; Winchester 12’s inc/skeet, trap, duck, Black Diamond; Early Marlins; German K98 matching; Winchester
61’s & 63’s; M1 Carbines; M1 Garands; M1 A; Ruger No. 1’s; Winchester 73’s, 92’s, 94’s, 53; Jap type 2 paratrooper;
Winchester 70’s; Browning superposed; Beretta sporting shotguns; .22LR Gattling gun; AR 15’s; Ruger mini 14’s & 30;

Remington nylon series rifles; U.S. & foreign military rifles; Great S&W Revolvers inc;
Sigs; Glock; Kimber; H & K; Les Baer; German target pistols; Much Much more!!
Collections from the Estates of J. Goold, Laighton Dunkin & Michael Rentschler

SEE COMPLETE LISTING & PHOTOS AT BAUERAUCTION.COM
Auction preview Sat. Evening July 20th 5:00pm – 8:00pm

DON DUPREY
ONLINE AUCTION 

Tuesday, July 22nd 6pm

LOCATION:
Westville, IL

 Jon Witvoet, Auctioneer - 217-304-0442 - www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com 

ENDS:

Vintage/ Newer Beer Neon, Metal, Plastic, Styrofoam, Light up,  Signs, Spud
Mackenzie Lights, Budweiser, Black Label, Miller, Coors, Falls City, Falstaff, Old

Style, Bud, Pabst, Michelob, 1978 El Camino, Pool Sticks,  Kitchen Cupboards, Old
Dishes, NIB Marlboro, Old Advertisement Bottles, Oil Lamps, over 400 lots

   

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION!

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Gone digital! 
www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND NOW DELIVERED 24/7. 

SMOKING
FROM PAGE 7B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Brandi Eaton, health educator, at the Edgar County Health 
Department, displays a mock-up of a new sign telling the 
public the use of any kind of tobacco product is forbidden in 
the grandstands at the Edgar County Fairgrounds. The photo 
was taken before new aluminum signs were installed in the 
grandstand as part of the Smoke Free Communities initiative. 
Eaton hopes to get the park board and civic organizations to 
participate in the effort

BEEWELL
FROM PAGE 7B

HEAT
FROM PAGE 7B

accurate.
Remember these important 

tips when taking blood pres-
sure at home:

■ Do it one hour after taking 
medication.

■ Sit down and be still for five 
minutes prior to taking blood 
pressure.

■ Sit up straight in a chair 
with the back supported, legs 
uncrossed and feet flat on the 
floor.

■ The arm should be sup-
ported on a table at heart-level.

■ Do not put a blood pres-
sure cuff over clothing.

■ Make sure to have the ap-
propriate size cuff.

■ Do not smoke, drink caf-
feine or exercise 30 minutes 
prior to checking blood pres-
sure.

■ Keep a written log of the 
date, time and blood pressure 
readings and take the log to 
medical appointments. 

In case of an elevated blood 
pressure reading, contact a 
healthcare provider. 

A heat watch means excessive 
heat is likely to occur in the 
area within a few days.

There are ways to beat the 
heat.

Stay in air-conditioned spac-
es as much as possible, espe-
cially during the warmest parts 
of the day, typically 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Those without air-con-
ditioning, can use the nearest 
cooling center. Those are:

• Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living in Chrisman, available 
24 hours, seven days a week.

• Hume Community Cen-
ter, available as needed.

• Kansas Christian Church, 
available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

• Brocton City Hall, avail-
able as needed.

Keep an eye on those who 
are at higher risk for heat-relat-
ed problems. They include old-
er adults and young children, 
whose bodies aren’t as adept 
at regulating their temperature, 
and people with certain chron-
ic medical conditions, includ-
ing diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease. Those who have asth-
ma or COPD may experience 
more breathing problems in 
the extreme heat. 

Don’t underestimate how 
hot it can get indoors with-
out AC. A 2014 study in the 
journal Science of the Total 
Environment of 285 low- and 
middle-income New York City 
homes found that heat condi-
tions indoors had the potential 

to reach hazardous levels — 
which the researchers defined 
as a heat index of at least 93° F 
— during heat waves.

An electric fan may not be 
the answer, either. According 
to the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, at indoor tem-
peratures in the high 90s, fans 
aren’t effective at cooling.

Inside or out, dress in light-
weight, light-colored, breath-
able clothing. Outdoors, con-
sider adding a wide-brimmed 
hat — and use sunscreen. 
Sunburn increases the risk of 
skin cancer and can hinder the 
body’s ability to cool itself. Be 
sure to take frequent breaks in 
an air-conditioned space.

Take it easy on outdoor 
physical activity, too. Leave 
major outdoor projects until 
the heat wave breaks, when 
possible, and do vigorous ac-
tivity during the coolest parts 
of the day.

Early morning is best for ac-
tivity, according to Robert Mc-
Lean, president of the Ameri-
can College of Physicians. The 
heat of the day can be slow to 
dissipate in the evening. 

Stay well-hydrated. During 
an extreme heat event, the 
CDC advises upping water in-
take. There’s no recommended 
amount, but make sure to sip 
regularly — even if not feel-
ing thirsty. Water is best for 
hydrating. Avoid dehydrating 
alcoholic beverages. Water may 
also be obtained through food 
like fruits and vegetables.

Dehydration signs include 
increased thirst, dry mouth 
and tongue, restlessness or irri-
tability, decreased urine or skin 
slow to move back into place 
when pinched. 

When those signs are in 
place drink more fluids right 
away. 

said research has shown a sin-
gle JUUL pod has as much 
nicotine as a pack of ciga-
rettes.

“One teaspoon of the juice 
in a JUUL can be fatal to an 
infant,” she said.

The goal of the tobacco ban 
in the grandstands is to make 
sure everyone has clean air to 
breathe. Those who smoke or 
need to take a hit on a JUUL 
can step outside of the grand-
stands and use tobacco in a 
more open area.

“We want people to be 
able to spend time together 
without exposing themselves 

to vaping or other tobacco 
products,” said Eaton. 

The grandstand is the first 
step in the push for a smoke-
free community and Eaton 
hopes to convince the park 
board to install similar signs 
at the All-Abilities Play-
ground, the splash pad and 
other recreational sites. Or-
ganizations with ball fields 
will also be approached. 

Any civic organization sup-
porting the idea of a tobacco 
free environment at a local 
facility may contact Eaton at 
the Edgar County Health De-
partment, 466-3569.

“I can work with them to-
ward accomplishing that,” 
said Eaton.

Following the DASH 
diet, which is low in sodium, 
can improve the blood pres-
sure numbers. Diets low in 
sodium (2-4 grams per day) 
are helpful for people con-
cerned about heart health 
and blood pressure. 

Reducing stress, getting 
regular exercise and taking 
medications as prescribed 
are all factors for improving 
blood pressure. 

Anyone thinking they 
have high blood pressure, 
needing information or 
assistance, may call me at 
Horizon Health Cardiology 
Services, at 217-466-4037. 
Let’s work together for a 
healthy result

(Donna Kerns is a Horizon 
Health family nurse practi-
tioner specializing in cardio-
vascular conditions. Her ed-
ucation and treatment topics 
for patients include congestive 
heart failure, atrial fibrilla-
tion, chest pain, high blood 
pressure, cardiomyopathy, 
high cholesterol and coronary 
artery disease. Contact her at 
217-466-4040.) 

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Those who malign
10. Soils composed of sand, silt 
and clay
15. Plastic film, brand name 
(2 wds)
16. Cereal killer
17. Accustom to a new 
environment
18. Musical notation for repeat
19. Change, as a clock
20. Bolivian export
21. Sage
22. Baby’s socklike shoe
24. Adaptable truck, for short
25. Overthrow, e.g.
29. Divine retributions
31. Product quality assurance
35. Deception
36. Bypass
37. Balloon filler
38. Doctor Who villainess, with 
“the”
39. Alliance that includes Ukr.
40. Inflammation of the small 
intestines
42. Family subdivisions
44. Bond, for one
45. Biochemistry abbr.
46. Check
50. ___ of roses
52. “A jealous mistress”: Emerson
53. Analyze, in a way
58. Choice
59. Buildings’ covered entrances
61. Busy places
62. Visionary persons
63. Lilac, e.g.
64. Plunder

Down
1. Boris Godunov, for one

2. Dash
3. Parentheses, e.g.
4. Broad valley
5. Condo, e.g.
6. Valley (Welsh)
7. A Muse
8. 4:1, e.g.
9. All in
10. Inferior
11. Sundae topper, perhaps
12. Antibody that causes 
cells to clump together
13. Believer in one god
14. The Rolling ___, band

22. Car accessory
23. Female sheep
25. Having I-strain?
26. Deeply thoughtful
27. Bring up
28. Crumb
30. Winged
32. Masefield play “The 
Tragedy of ___”
33. Little bird
34. “... ___ he drove out of 
sight”
38. Fix, in a way
40. Ring bearer, maybe

CROSSWORD

41. Backstabber
42. Pie charts, e.g.
43. Least cooked
47. Fleet
48. Chip away at
49. ___ throat
51. Call from the flock
53. Bundle
54. Battery contents
55. Santa ___, Calif.
56. Rectangular paving stone
57. “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto)
60. Toni Morrison’s “___ Baby”

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

Paul Bunyan and his titan pet, 
Babe the Blue Ox.  

Babe, y’know, created the 
Great Lakes by wallowing 
depressions in the dirt. Just 
how big was Babe?  Well, 
consider this: According to my 
literature book, it once took 
an eagle from Columbus Day 
to March to fly from one tip of 
Babe’s horns to the other. The 
eagle wiped so much sweat 
from his head that he became 
bald, thus creating the name of 
all his descendants.

Naturally the statue of Babe 

is painted blue, but there were 
a couple of Bemidji boys who 
sneaked out to the park and 
painted the great ox’s append-
age bright red. Park workers 
changed it back to blue. This 
turned into a game. First blue, 
then red, then blue again, back 
to red and so on. Finally, to 
settle the issue, poor Babe was 
castrated. I’m told there is now 
a blue patch that has perma-
nently replaced the appendage. 
Babe’s cheerful smile turned 
into a sad frown.

One of the boys who 
applied red paint years ago 
passed on from life, but a son 
and grandkids settled in Paris, 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

   TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, July 11, with 18 members 
attending the meeting.  
  Club members recognized 
were: Sara McCrocklin, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Janet Embry, 
KOPS weekly best loser and 
the best walker; Jill Hoffman 
won the walking drawing; and 
Glenda Berry won the food 
chart drawing.  
    Members walked 44 miles for 
the week.   
   The program was the election 

of officers with: leader, Sandy 
Randall; co-leader, Sue En-
glish; secretary, Marcella Coy; 
treasurer, Janet Embry; and 
Terri Cheatham was appoint-
ed weight recorder and Sue 
Bennett is the assistant weight 
recorder.     
  TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.
  TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, July 16, with 14 members 
weighing in and 14 members 

attending the meeting. 
  Club members recognized 
were: Marcy Heminger and 
Sharon Phillips, TOPS week-
ly losers; Mary Ruth Clark, 
KOPS weekly loser and KOPS 
drawing winner; Myndy Woo-
ten, top walker; and Janice Ste-
vens, top exerciser.
   Nancy Norman’s program 
was “Ten Ways to Regroup Af-
ter a Bad Week.”
    TOPS #IL 2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh 
in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by call-
ing 217-808-0078 or 217-822-
6300.

where they still reside. They 
oughta be famous for their 
relative’s deed, but their 
preference is anonymity.  

I’m certain there are 
many more examples of 
boys’ painting skills on 
statues nationwide. A more 
modern trend is artwork on 
railroad cars, though it has 
little to do with anatomy. I 
reckon the best place to find 
that is in men’s public rest 
rooms.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

Local TOPS groups meet in July

PROGRAM
FROM PAGE 7B

work closely with each patient 
to manage his or her breathing 
problem, increase stamina and 
decrease breathlessness during 
cardiovascular and strength-
ening exercises. The therapists 
educate patients about the 
use of medications/inhalers, 
breathing techniques, nutri-
tion, home oxygen and more.

Patients participate in pul-
monary rehabilitation for one 

hour per day, three days a week 
(Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day) at Horizon Health. The 
program lasts 12 weeks. Ses-
sions are held in the new Re-
habilitation Services building 
located behind Paris Commu-
nity Hospital.

A medical referral is re-
quired to participate in the 
Pulmonary Rehabilitation 
Program. For more informa-
tion, contact Marx at 217-466-
4374 or mmarx@myhorizon-
health.org.

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

over 400 yards. The new base-
ball has better lift and travels 
farther.

The change can be high-
lighted in the minors. Triple-A 
teams started using the Raw-
lings ball this year and have 
shown even greater increases 
in home runs, where Dou-
ble-A and lower leagues use a 
Chinese ball. They are having 
the same records as before.

Baseball has become a duel 
between pitcher and batter, 
but what aided batters is dam-
aging pitchers. The number of 
finger blisters taking pitchers 
out of rotation has escalated. 
The new thread and tighter 
seams are causing more 
wear on the middle finger of 

pitchers. 
Change may be the only 

constant. Expect to see 
future adjustments to the 
ball because baseball is a 
show needing fans. Trying to 
capitalize on the thrill of the 
long-ball, the sport may be 
losing viewers. 

To rework that opening 
quote, a variation from the 
1981 Kinks may better fit. 
“Give the people what they 
want, and they’ll get what 
they deserve.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

STEVENS
FROM PAGE 3B

acutely aware of judicial 
fairness. It pushed him to 
question how death penalty 
cases were prosecuted and 
whether they were skewed 
against defendants who 
were treated unfairly by law 
enforcement and the courts. 

Over time, Stevens went 
from defending the death pen-
alty to skewering it. Too often, 
he argued, the death penalty 
was applied in a discriminatory 
way, playing an unacceptable 
role in capital cases. Eventually, 
he concluded the death penal-
ty was cruel, unusual and not 
constitutionally acceptable. It 
concurred no benefit on soci-
ety, he wrote, and could not be 
justified. Later in life, he stated 
reinstating the death penalty in 
1976 was his one regret from 
his tenure on the Supreme 
Court. He also said that Dis-
trict of Columbia v. Heller, a 
case that formally recognized 
individuals’ rights to own fire-
arms, was the single worst de-
cision of his tenure. 

After initial strikes against 
affirmative action, writes legal 
scholar Diane Marie Amann, 
he began to think of the prac-
tice of affirmative action as a 
way to redress past wrongs and 
ensure a future that enabled 
people to take full advantage of 
their skills. Eventually, writes 
Amann, Stevens came to see 
affirmative action as among 
those measures that the Con-
stitution allows an equally im-
partial government. 

Stevens led the majority in 
decisions like Atkins v. Virgin-
ia, in which the Court ruled 

that executing people with 
intellectual disabilities is cruel 
and unusual punishment and 
violates the Eighth Amend-
ment. 

By the time he retired in 
2010, Stevens had authored 
liberal majority opinions in 
a variety of landmark cases, 
including Lawrence v. Tex-
as (which struck down laws 
against homosexual activity), 
Wallace v. Jaffree (which struck 
down a state-mandated minute 
of silence for prayer in Alabama 
schools) and Rasul v. Bush 
(which affirmed Guantanamo 
Bay detainees’ right to petition 
for habeas corpus). And in 
1992, he was part of the ma-
jority in Planned Parenthood 
v. Casey, a case that upheld the 
right to an abortion established 
in Roe vs. Wade. 

Stevens’ opinions eventu-
ally became so liberal they in-
furiated Republicans. In turn, 
Republicans redoubled their 
attempts to control judicial 
nominations in the hopes of 
forcing the Supreme Court 
into a more conservative mold. 
“Stevens and his long tenure 
help explain why conservatives 
have become so focused on 
judicial nominations,” writes 
New York Magazine.

Despite his unexpectedly 
liberal stances, Stevens claimed 
he himself was not a liberal. “As 
part of my general politics, I’m 
pretty darn conservative,” he 
told the New York Times in 
2007. Instead, he said, he con-
sidered cases on their individu-
al merits. 

As he told USA Today after 
his 2010 retirement, “I was try-
ing to apply the law in a sensi-
ble way.” 
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STORE FRONT available for rent 
220 West Court Street, Paris, IL.  
Call 217-463-1083

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

POWER WASHING
Painting
Landscaping
Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice as 
nice for half the price! Insured. 
Free Estimates.  Call 
217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.
Free estimates.
217-251-1800

TOPS IL 2318 
Rummage Sale & Baked 
Goods
602 E Highland Dr, Paris
Paris Highrise Community 
Room
Sat. July 27, 8am-12pm

Local company seeking a 
full-time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving. 100% company 
paid 
health insurance plus pension. 
call 217-465-7621

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

1150 GUNS AT AUCTION JULY 
21ST 9:00AM 2601 LAKE LAND 
BLVD, MATTOON, IL 
217-259-5956 
Colt, Winchester, Mauser, 
Maynard, Marlin, Ruger, Beretta, 
Gatling, AR, S&W, Sig, Glock, 
More! 217-259-5956 
www.baurauction.com

2-DAY GUN/MILITARY AUCTION
 LIVE & ONLINE! July 20th-21st 
10 a.m. 8512 S Union Rd, Unioni, 
IL
VEHICLES*GUNS*WEAPONS*G
EAR AMMO*MEMORABILIA 
RODS*TACKLE*MORE 
(815)923-7000 
www.donleyauctions.com

Very nice, small 2 bedroom 
home, newly remodeled. C/A. 
Appliances included. No pets, 
No smoking. $575 + deposit. 
217-264-1379, leave message. 
References required.

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

FOR SALE 617 Browning Street 
Paris- 88’ x 200’ building site, 
water meter, shade trees-out-
side city limits 

FOR SALE 1609 S Michigan 
Street Paris, 94’ x 147’ building 
site, water meter  phone 
465-4424

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

For Rent
1 bedroom apartment. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. Water and 
garbage included. $420 
deposit,$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

2 bed, 1 bath apartment. Large 

living room and eat in kitchen. 
Appliances furnished. Off 
street parking. Water and trash 
included. $530/month. $530 
deposit. 1 year lease. 
Call 217-264-2850

APARTMENT available at 
1112 Marshall St, Paris, IL. 2 
bedm with attached garage, 
includes water and trash. Call 
217-463-1083

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

Tax Deed No.  2016 TX 1(38)

Filed 7-1-2019

STEPHEN E LEONARD, 
PREFERRED BANK, 
OCCUPANT, EDGAR COUNTY 
BANK & TRUST, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS.
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT 
TAXES
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or Pin: 
08-16-23-383-006 N90’ OF 
S 238’ LOT 1 G BROWN ADD. 
On November 6, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. Petitioner intents to make 
application for Real Estate 
was sold October 27, 2016 for 
taxes of 2015. A tax deed period 
of Redemption will expire on 
October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Stephen R. Castleman

Tax Deed No. 2016 TX 1(39)

Filed: 7-1-2019

WILLIAM L BRADFORD, 
JANET L. BRADFORD, FOLTZ 
LAND SURVEYS, EDGAR 
COUNTY BANK & TRUST, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT 
TAXES.
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or PIN: 
08-21-14-300-010. S14 T12 R14 
1.37 A  IN S 10.00 A OF SW SW. 
On November 6, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. the Petitioner intents to 
make application for a Tax Deed 
Real Estate was sold on October 
27, 2016 for taxes of 2015 period 
of Redemption will expire on 
October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Stephen R. Castleman

Tax Deed No. 2016 TX 1(40)

Filed 7-1-2019

RUTH ELLEN BROADHURST, 
WILLIAM L MILBOURN, 
HEALTHCARE & FAMILY 
SERVICES, EDGAR COUNTY 
BANK & TRUST, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, THIS 
PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD 
FOR DELINQUENT TAXES.
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or PIN: 11-
03-26-477-006 S26 T16 R12 
LOT 14 & PT LOT 15 Highland 
Add. On November 6, 2019 at 
11:00 a.m. Petitioner intents 
to make application for a 
Tax Deed issued. Real Estate 
was sold October 27, 2016 
for taxes of 2015. Period of 
Redemption will expire on 
October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Stephen R. Castleman

ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby 
given that on June 25, 2019 a 

certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of Edgar 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post office address 
of all of the persons owning, 
conducting and transacting the 
business known as:
BURNING OAK FARM
Located at: 7252 E 325th Rd, 
PARIS IL 61944
Owner: Roy Ronald George and 
Debra George
Dated: June 25, 2019

August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF 
BRETALLEN ANDERSON

MADELINE K. ANDREWS,
Petitioner
No. 2019 - MR - 19

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

TO: Josh Anderson

PLEASE BE ADVISED,   that 
I shall appear in Courtroom 
#   1, of the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois  on 
the 9th day of August, 2019,  at  
10:00 a.m. to then and there 
have a Hearing on Petition 
changing the name of the minor 
child BRET ALLEN ANDERSON 
to BRET ALLEN ANDREWS.

MADELINE K. ANDREWS

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL 
61944
Phone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given by the 
Board of Education of Paris 
Union School District No. 95 
in the County of Edgar, State 
of Illinois, that a tentative 
budget for said school district 
for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2019, will be on file and 
conveniently available to public 
inspection at the office of the 
superintendent, 300 East Wood 
Street, City of Paris, Illinois.
Notice is further hereby given 
that a public hearing on said 
budget will be held at 4:30 PM 
on the 12th day of August, at 
the Board Office located at 
300 South Eads Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois.
Dated this 8th day of July, 2019.
Cindy Mathis, Secretary, Board 
of Education, Paris Union 
School District No. 95, County 
of Edgar, State of Illinois

NEED LEGAL HELP?
Get a FREE referral to an 
attorney! Call the Illinois State 
Bar Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder  advice you need 877-
270-3855 or https://www.isba.
org/public/illinoislawyerfinder

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or 
GARDENERS, did you or a loved 
one use Roundup Weed Killer and 
were diagnosed with NON-
HODGKINS LYMPHOMA 
(Cancer)? You may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Enjoy the
Edgar County 

Fair!

We will also accept applications for Housekeeping for any future openings.

DATES: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 - Wednesday, July 24, 2019
TIME: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

WHERE: Pleasant Meadows Senior Living, LLC - Main Office
400 West Washington Ave.

Chrisman, IL 61924 
WE OFFER: Competitive Wages, Pay on Demand, Health, Dental, Life, 

401 (k), Paid Time Off, Cash Comp Opportunity, Weekend Higher 
wage Program (C.N.A.), Flexible Scheduling, and other 

great Benefits.

We look forward to welcoming dedicated professionals, a rewarding 
career to care for our residents with respect and dignity in a family 

atmosphere.

JOB FAIR
We hire ON THE SPOT!

Positions: Register Nurses (RN)
     Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN)
    C.N.A. (Certified Nursing Assistant)
    Dietary Aides/Cooks
    Activities Aides - FT and PRN

PART -TIME POSITION
Receptionist, some computer work, 

16-24 hours a week.

Please apply by sending letter &resume to 
Box A, The Prairie Press

101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.
No one covers Edgar County like

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

101 N. Central Ave.      Paris, IL

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
Call for 

more details

REUSE
the news

101 N. Central Ave., Paris



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2019  |  11BNEWS, LEGALS

GIANT MOTH SPOTTED IN PARIS

Special to The Prairie Press

This imperial moth, with a wingspan of almost five inches, was found at the home of Mary 
Taylor on Allenwood Drive in Paris.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
president and CEO of 
Land of Lincoln Goodwill 
resigned Thursday, two 
days after backtracking on 
a plan to lay off several dis-
abled employees. 

Land of Lincoln Good-
will, a central Illinois not-
for-profit thrift store chain 
with more than 400 em-
ployees and 15 stores, an-
nounced the resignation of 
President and CEO Sharon 
Durbin in a news release 
Thursday. 

“Land of Lincoln Good-
will’s Board is strongly 
committed to our mission, 
to our 400 employees and 
to those individuals with 
disabilities, veterans, at-risk 
youth, ex-offenders and 
those seeking job training 
assistance that we serve,” 
Land of Lincoln Goodwill 
said in a statement. “The 
Board fully intends to seek 
out a strong, compassion-

Land of Lincoln Goodwill 
president submits resignation

ate leader for our Goodwill 
organization who can energize 
our employees, expand our 
mission and who can provide 
the mission-driven leadership 
necessary to positively impact 
thousands of lives each year in 
central Illinois.” 

The news release from 
Goodwill said Durbin’s inter-
im replacement will be Ron 
Culves, the company’s vice 
president of finance. His salary 
was $106,063 in the fiscal year 
ending in June 2018, accord-
ing to federal tax documents. 

Durbin came under fire 
when local news outlets re-
ported her comments on the 
company’s intention to lay 
off disabled workers. She at-
tributed the layoffs to a recent-
ly-passed statewide minimum 
wage hike, which incremen-
tally increases the minimum 
wage to $15 per hour by 2025.

The first $1 hourly hike will 
not take effect until January, 
however, and Goodwill quali-
fies for a federal waiver allow-
ing it to pay certain workers far 

less than the minimum wage.
She told WCIA-TV in 

Champaign that the work the 
disabled employees were per-
forming, “really was not a job.” 

By Wednesday afternoon, 
she had released a statement 
announcing a reversal of the 
layoffs and saying the initial 
decision “falls short of liv-
ing up to our mission and 
we apologize for this error in 
judgment.” 

Durbin’s salary of $164,849 
in the fiscal year ending in 
June 2018 was also criticized 
by advocates and lawmakers, 
as was the company’s decision 
to hire her son for more than 
$95,000 annually. 

Sen. Andy Manar, a Bun-
ker Hill Democrat, called on 
the Illinois Department of 
Human Services to review 
$400,000 in taxpayer-funded 
contracts between the state 
and Land of Lincoln Good-
will. He said Friday he would 
continue to call for a review of 
the organization despite the 
resignation. 

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — All 
three Illinois organizations set 
to receive millions of dollars in 
federal family planning funds 
are declining them due to new 
rules they say are “unethical” 
and keeping money “hostage” 
from impoverished patients.

Planned Parenthood of Illi-
nois, the state Department of 
Public Health and Aunt Mar-
tha’s Health & Wellness are re-
fusing a combined $8 million 
in grants after a court allowed 
revised regulations governing 
the federal Title X program to 
take effect.

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
oversees the family planning 
program and proposed the 
new rules. In part, they don’t 
allow medical professionals 
who work at clinics that ac-
cept Title X grant money to 
“perform, promote, or sup-
port” abortion procedures; 
mandate there be a “physical 
and financial separation” be-
tween clinics that provide 
abortion; and promote “fami-
ly participating in family plan-
ning decisions,” especially in 
cases of minors seeking health 
care.

Backers of the regulations 
say they ensure no taxpayer 
dollars are directed toward 
abortion procedures. But 
detractors warn they could 
prevent doctors from giving 
patients complete medical 
advice.

“The way that the (Trump) 
administration changed the 
requirements for being a Ti-
tle X grantee, we wouldn’t 
be able to comply with them 
because they are unethical,” 
said Julie Lynn, a spokesper-
son for Planned Parenthood. 
“And this isn’t just about 
women, and it isn’t just about 
contraception — it’s cancer 
screenings, HIV testing and 
treatment, (sexually trans-
mitted infections) testing and 
treatment, annual exams, all of 
these things.”

In a statement, the U.S. 
Health and Human Services 
Department said it is “com-
mitted to working with grant-
ees to help them comply with 
the requirements of the new 
final rule.”

Illinois is one of 21 states 
challenging the constitution-
ality of the new regulation. 
In a news release published 
in March, Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul said, “Those 
who will suffer the most un-
der the administration’s ... rule 
are those who can least afford 
it: women, children and men 
who are uninsured, underin-
sured or living at or below the 
federal poverty level.”

The economic impact of 
forgoing the grant money on 
each of these organizations is 
not clear.

Planned Parenthood is de-
clining $3.5 million in Title 
X funding. It is using “emer-

gency funds to supplement” 
what it is not accepting from 
the federal government, Lynn 
said. In the short term, its 
clinics will be fine, “but not 
for the long term,” she added.

Under Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker’s direction, the 
Department of Public Health 
is giving up $4 million. That 
money goes to local health 
departments, health centers 
and hospitals, according to a 
government document.

“While I’m committed to 
bringing as many federal dol-
lars to the state as possible, I 
refuse to sacrifice our values 
and allow vital care to lapse,” 
the governor said in a state-
ment Thursday.

To offset that loss, the de-
partment will use money from 
its fiscal year 2020 appropria-
tion, Alex Hanns, deputy press 
secretary, said in an email.

“The Illinois Department 
of Public Health’s mission 
is to ensure the health and 
wellness of people across the 
state,” a department spokes-
person said in an email. “We 
are committed to protecting 
the rights of women as they 
seek out quality reproductive 
health care. IDPH will contin-
ue funding its 28 grantees, en-
suring providers can continue 
to provide services.”

Illinois Republican Party 
spokesman Joe Hackler said 
the governor’s decision was 
“wildly out of step with the 
public’s views.”

“In a state struggling fi-
nancially, Governor Pritzker 
would rather turn away feder-
al money funding life-saving, 
non-abortion-related medical 
care for women and girls be-
cause of his unrivaled zeal for 
forced taxpayer funding of 
abortions,” he said in a state-
ment.

And Aunt Martha’s an-
nounced Friday it plans to 
notify the federal government 
it will forgo its slated grant of 
$500,000, though it is unclear 
what effect that might have on 
the organization.

In a statement, its chief op-
erating officer, Audrey Pen-
nington, said officials at the 
not-for-profit organization 
made the decision in “a con-
tinuation of Aunt Martha’s 
history of standing up for the 
right of every person – wom-
an or man, adult or child – 
regardless of income level 
or insurance status, to make 
informed personal medical 
decisions based on complete, 
accurate information.”

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
won a legal battle to enforce 
the revised regulations, while 
a larger lawsuit debating 
whether the rules are consti-
tutional continues.

Andrew Bath, executive 
vice president of the Thomas 
More Society, said the regu-
lations are almost identical to 
ones announced in the 1980s 
during President Ronald 

Reagan’s administration. The 
Thomas More Society is a law 
firm based in Chicago that op-
poses abortion.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld those rules in a case 
called Rust v. Sullivan, decid-
ing the agency authorized to 
oversee the Title X program 
should be given “substantial 
deference” in interpreting the 
law creating it.

When President Bill Clin-
ton took office, those regula-
tions were altered again. 

“This rule-change is an at-
tempt to implement a statute 
that intends to not give money 
to programs that provide abor-
tions,” Bath said. “That would 
mean abortion providers at 
Planned Parenthood wouldn’t 
get Title X money unless they 
comply with the regulations. 
That doesn’t mean there is 
less Title X funds or there will 
be fewer services provided 
by organizations. The people 
served by Title X will still have 
access to services, and virtual-
ly as easily.”

Ameri Klafeta, a staff attor-
ney at the Illinois chapter of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, said the change in 
regulations is significant for 
family planning providers in 
the state, especially Planned 
Parenthood. That organi-
zation specifically, she said, 
administers “very high qual-
ity, affordable reproductive 
health care.”

“Especially in light of the 
Reproductive Health Act be-
coming law, the message in Il-
linois is that we should be ex-
panding and ensuring access 
to reproductive health care, 
not restricting it,” Klafeta said. 
“It is shameful to be holding a 
provider for health care hos-
tage like this.”

Mary Kate Knorr, execu-
tive director of Illinois Right 
to Life Action, disagreed. She 
said federally qualified health 
centers are more plentiful in 
the state than Planned Par-
enthood clinics, so “the narra-
tive that Illinois women need 
Planned Parenthood is vehe-
mently false.”

That sentiment, that other 
health centers and communi-
ty clinics could absorb the pa-
tient load from Planned Par-
enthood, is echoed by many 
who support the regulation 
change. According to a public 
policy analysis published by 
the Guttmacher Institute, fed-
erally qualified health centers 
“are an integral part of the pub-
licly funded family planning 
effort in the United States, but 
it is unrealistic to expect these 
sites to serve the millions of 
women who currently rely on 
Planned Parenthood health 
centers for high-quality con-
traceptive care.”

Lynn added that while they 
make up only 18 percent of 
the 90 Title X providers in 
Illinois, Planned Parenthood 
facilities see 40 percent of the 
state’s patients.

Illinois orgs refusing $8 million, 
citing new and ‘unethical’ rules
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — A half-century ago, 
in the middle of a mean year 
of war, famine, violence in the 
streets and the widening of 
the generation gap, men from 
planet Earth stepped onto an-
other world for the first time, 
uniting people around the 
globe in a way not seen before 
or since.

Hundreds of millions tuned 
in to radios or watched the 
grainy black-and-white imag-
es on TV as Apollo 11′s Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
set foot on the moon on July 
20, 1969 , in one of humanity’s 
most glorious technological 
achievements. Police around 
the world reported crime 
came to a near halt that mid-
summer Sunday night.

Astronaut Michael Col-
lins, who orbited the moon 
alone in the mother ship while 
Armstrong proclaimed for the 
ages, “That’s one small step 
for man, one giant leap for 
mankind,” was struck by the 
banding together of Earth’s 
inhabitants.

“How often can you get 
people around our globe to 
agree on anything? Hardly 
ever,” Collins, now 88, told 
The Associated Press in a re-
cent interview. “And yet brief-
ly at the time of the first land-
ing on the moon, people were 
united. They felt they were 
participants.”

That sense of unity did not 

last long. But 50 years later, 
Apollo 11 — the culmination 
of eight years of breakneck la-
bor involving a workforce of 
400,000 and a price tag in the 
billions, all aimed at winning 
the space race and beating the 
Soviet Union to the moon — 
continues to thrill.

For the golden anniversary, 
NASA, towns, museums and 
other institutions are hold-
ing ceremonies, parades and 
parties, including the simulta-
neous launch of 5,000 model 
rockets outside the installa-
tion in Huntsville, Alabama, 
where the behemoth Saturn V 
moon rockets were born. 

Armstrong, who expertly 
steered the lunar module Ea-
gle to a smooth landing with 
just seconds of fuel left, died 
in 2012 at 82. Aldrin, 89, who 
followed him onto the gray, 
dusty surface, was embroiled 
recently in a now-dropped le-
gal dispute in which two of his 
children tried to have him de-
clared mentally incompetent. 
He has kept an uncharacter-
istically low profile in the run-
up to the anniversary.

Back in 1961, NASA had 
barely 15 minutes of human 
suborbital flight under its 
belt — Alan Shepard’s his-
tory-making flight — when 
President John F. Kennedy 
issued the Cold War-era chal-
lenge of landing a man on the 
moon by decade’s end and 
returning him safely. At the 

time, the Soviets were beating 
America at every turn in the 
space race.

NASA’s Project Mercu-
ry gave way to the two-man 
Gemini flights, then the three-
man Apollo program was 
dealt a devastating setback 
when three astronauts were 
killed in a fire during a 1967 
test on the launch pad. The 
pace was relentless amid fears 
the Soviets would get to the 
moon first.

“You know how we got to 
the moon as fast as we did is 
because we burned people 
out,” said Homer Hickam, a 
retired NASA engineer whose 

autobiography, “Rocket Boys,” 
became the 1999 movie “Oc-
tober Sky.”

“Come to Huntsville, go to 
the cemetery, look at all those 
young men who are dead 
down there. They worked 
themselves to death,” Hickam 
said. “Or better yet, go to the 
courthouse and look at all the 
divorce records. They aban-
doned their families.”

Launch day — Wednesday, 
July 16, 1969 — dawned with 
an estimated 1 million people 
lining the sweltering beaches 
and roads of what had been 
renamed Cape Kennedy in 
memory of the slain president.

The firing room was filled 
with 500 launch controllers 
and managers in white shirts 
and skinny ties, including 
Wernher von Braun, the Ger-
man-born mastermind be-
hind the Saturn V.

The Saturn V stood 363 feet 
(110 meters) tall, the largest, 
most powerful rocket ever 
flown. Unbeknownst to most 
of the world, just two weeks 
earlier, the Soviets’ even 
mightier moon rocket explod-
ed moments after liftoff, de-
stroying the Kremlin’s moon 
dreams.

At 9:32 a.m. EDT, the Sat-
urn V roared off Pad 39A, its 
astronauts hurtling toward 
their destination and destiny 
240,000 miles (386,000 kilo-
meters) away. The command 
module, Columbia, and the 
attached lunar module, Ea-
gle, reached the moon three 
days later. The next day, July 
20, Armstrong and Aldrin de-
scended to the surface in the 
lunar module.

Collins wasn’t overly con-
cerned about getting down to 
the moon. Rather, he worried 
about them getting off the moon 
and back to the mother ship. He 
kept his fears to himself.

“If it was unthinkable, it 
was unsayable also,” Collins 
told the AP. “We never dis-
cussed or hinted at their get-
ting stranded on the moon. I 
mean, we were not fools, and 
we knew darn well that a lot of 

things had to go exactly right 
for them to ascend as they 
were supposed to do.”

As it turned out, descent 
proved more alarming than as-
cent. With minutes remaining 
to touchdown, the Eagle was 
rattled by computer alarms. 
Caution lights flashed. Then a 
boulder-strewn crater the size 
of a football field appeared 
at the target landing site, and 
Armstrong had to keep flying, 
looking for somewhere safe to 
put down. Aldrin called out 
the distance to the surface — 
75 feet, 40 feet, 30 feet — as 
Mission Control informed the 
astronauts of the fuel remain-
ing.

Finally came word from 
Armstrong: “Houston, Tran-
quility Base here. The Eagle 
has landed.”

Armstrong descended the 
nine-rung ladder first, his left 
boot, size 9½, touching the 
lunar surface at 10:56 p.m. 
Aldrin followed him out 18 
minutes later.

Working in one-sixth 
Earth’s gravity, they gathered 
rocks, set up experiments, 
planted an American flag 
stiffened with wires to make 
it look as if it were waving in 
the windless vacuum and took 
a congratulatory call from 
Nixon, who observed, “For 
one priceless moment in the 
whole history of man, all the 
people on this Earth are truly 
one.”

50 years since huge “small step”
Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins joins America in revisiting the drama, adventure of the moon landing

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Apollo 11 astronaut 
Michael Collins returned Tues-
day to the exact spot where he 
flew to the moon 50 years ago 
with Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin.

Collins had the spotlight to 
himself this time — Armstrong 
has been gone for seven years 
and Aldrin canceled. Collins 
said he wished his two moon-
walking colleagues could have 
shared the moment at Ken-
nedy Space Center's Launch 
Complex 39A, the departure 
point for humanity's first moon 
landing.

"Wonderful feeling to be 
back," the 88-year-old com-
mand module pilot said on 
NASA TV. "There's a difference 
this time. I want to turn and ask 
Neil a question and maybe tell 
Buzz Aldrin something, and of 
course, I'm here by myself."

At NASA's invitation, Collins 
marked the precise moment — 
9:32 a.m. on July 16, 1969 — 
the Saturn V rocket blasted off. 
He was seated at the base of the 
pad alongside Kennedy's direc-
tor, Robert Cabana, a former 
space shuttle commander.

Collins recalled the tension 
surrounding the crew that day.

"Apollo 11 ... was serious 
business. We, crew, felt the 
weight of the world on our 
shoulders. We knew that ev-
eryone would be looking at us, 
friend or foe, and we wanted to 
do the best we possibly could," 
he said.

Collins remained in lunar 
orbit, tending to Columbia, the 
mother ship, while Armstrong 
and Aldrin landed in the Eagle 
on July 20, 1969, and spent 2 ½ 
hours walking the gray, dusty 
lunar surface.

Collins was reunited later 
Tuesday with two other Apol-
lo astronauts at an evening gala 

at Kennedy, including Apollo 
16 moonwalker Charlie Duke, 
who was the capsule commu-
nicator in Mission Control for 
the Apollo 11 moon landing. 
Only four of the 12 moonwalk-
ers from 1969 through 1972 are 
still alive: Aldrin, Duke, Apollo 
15's David Scott and Apollo 
17's Harrison Schmitt.

NASA spokesman Bob Ja-
cobs said Aldrin bowed out of 
the Florida launch pad visit, cit-
ing his intense schedule of ap-
pearances. Aldrin and Collins 
may reunite in Washington on 
the 50th anniversary of Apollo 
11's moon landing.

Apollo 11 astronaut returns to the launch pad 50 years after liftoff

NASA/The Prairie Press

In this July 16, 1969 photo made available by NASA, the 363-feet Saturn V rocket carrying 
the Apollo 11 crew, launches from Pad A, Launch Complex 39, at the Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida.

NASA/The Prairie Press

This March 30, 1969, photo made available by NASA shows the 
crew of the Apollo 11, from left, Neil Armstrong, commander; 
Michael Collins, module pilot and Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin, lunar 
module pilot. Apollo 11 was the first manned mission to the 
surface of the moon.

NASA/The Prairie Press

Apollo 11 module pilot Michael Collins, right, visited Launch Pad 
39A at Cape Canaveral Tuesday, July 16, the 50th anniversary of 
the launch of the historical moon mission.

THE MOMENT OF LIFTOFF

NASA/The Prairie Press

Apollo 11 Commander Neil Armstrong walking on the moon, July 20, 1969. His space suit is now on 
display at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

What did Neil Armstrong 
really say when he took his 
first step on the moon?

Millions on Earth who lis-
tened to him on TV or radio 
heard this :

"That's one small step for 
man, one giant leap for man-
kind."

But after returning from 
space, Armstrong said that 
wasn't what he had planned 
to say. He said there was a lost 
word in his famous one-liner 
from the moon: "That's one 
small step for 'a' man." It's just 
that people just didn't hear it."

During a 30th anniversary 
gathering in 1999, the Apol-
lo 11 commander acknowl-
edged that he didn't hear 
himself say it either when he 
listened to the transmission 
from the July 20, 1969, moon 
landing.

"The 'a' was intended," Arm-
strong said. "I thought I said it. 

I can't hear it when I listen on 
the radio reception here on 
Earth, so I'll be happy if you 
just put it in parentheses."

While it seems no one 
heard the "a," some research 
backs Armstrong. In 2006, a 
computer analysis of sound 

waves found evidence that 
Armstrong said what he said 
he said. NASA has also stood 
by the moonwalker.

Armstrong, who died in 
2012 at age 82, said he came 
up with the statement him-
self. In a 2001 NASA oral his-
tory, he said NASA discour-
aged coaching astronauts, a 
position reflected in a NASA 
memo. It cited how, "the tru-
est emotion ... is what the ex-
plorer feels within himself."

"I thought about it after 
landing," Armstrong said 
about his famous line. "And 
because we had a lot of other 
things to do, it was not some-
thing that I really concentrat-
ed on, but just something that 
was kind of passing around 
subliminally or in the back-
ground. But it, you know, was 
a pretty simple statement, 
talking about stepping off 
something. Why, it wasn't a 
very complex thing. It was 
what it was."

Armstrong’s famous “one 
small step” quote, explained

IT...WAS A 
PRETTY 
SIMPLE 

STATEMENT, 
TALKING 
ABOUT 

STEPPING OFF 
SOMETHING.”

NEIL ARMSTRONG
APOLLO 11 COMMANDER
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